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PUBLISHERS NOTE

All praise is due to Allah. We at Darussalam are pleased to
present this set of Fatawa Islamiyah for the benefit of the
English speaking world.

It is imperative that the Muslims adhere to the Qur’an and
Sunnah in all of their affairs. Since it has always been our
aim to produce the books that are based upon the Qur’an
and Sunnah, we at Darussalam felt that it was our duty to
prepare this work for the English reader. These legal rulings
and articles of guidance issued from some of the best
scholars of their times; Shaykh ‘Abdul-‘Aziz bin ‘Abdullah
bin Baz, Shaykh Muhammad bin Salih Al-‘Uthaimin, may
Allah have mercy upon them and Shaykh ‘Abdullah bin
Jibreen. Many of the questions are also answered by the
Permanent Committee for Legal Rulings and the Figh
Council of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

We ask Allah to accept this effort on behalf of all of those
at Darussalam who participated in the project, and that He

cause it to benefit Muslims all over the English speaking
world.

‘Abdul-Malik Mujahid
General Manager
Darussalam

Riyadh



Fatawa Islamiyah

%So ask the people
of the Reminder
if you do not know




Contents

Eﬁ Contents j;!

The Book of Creed

He Who makes Offerings to Jinn shall have no Good
Deeds of His accepted until He repents

Animals slaughtered by Polytheists

Performing Hajj on behalf of a Mushrik and asking Allah to
forgive Him

17
18

19

The Meaning of the Prophet s Statement ..All of them -

will be in Fire, except one.’
The Meaning of ‘passing through’ in the Verse and there
is not one of you but will pass through it’
How shall People come out of Their Graves
The Concept of depending on Allah
Inaugurating Mosques :
Ali - may Allah be pleased Wlth hlm - can help no one
after his death
Placing a Wreath on a Grave :
The End of Those Who commit Major Sms
Prostrating on Graves and making Offerings to the Dead
Offerings to Dead People.
Incantations and Amulets
Offerings to Other than Allah is Major Shzrk
Legitimate and Illegitimate Amulets...
Sacrificial Animals by a Person Who wears an Amulet
Ruling on wearing Amulets . ... o L
Seeking Treatment from Witchcraft
Obscure Amulets.
Seeking Treatment from Wltchcraft and Ignorant People is

20

21
22

. 24

25

28
29
29
31
33
34
37
40
42
44

.46

47



8 Fatawa Islamiyah

not allowed R L . 48
Seeking Remedy by the Qur’an . ... 50
The Books Al-Hisn Al-Hasin, Hirz Al- ]awshan and the like = 51
Praying in Mosques that contain Graves, and the Grave of

the Prophet 4 in the Masjid. . . 52
The Final Hour will come to pass when only Ev11 People
will be on Earth ... ... .. .. . . 55
Was Isma'‘il buried in Al- Hatlm? L ... 56
The Purpose of including the Graves of the Messenger &
and His two Companions in Al-Masjid An-Nabawi ... ... 57
The Meaning of: ‘I would be his hearing with which he
hears, and his sight with which he sees.” . ... ... 59
The Recitation of Al-Fatihah on Graves . . . . . 61
Are Hinduism, Buddhism, and Sikhism rehglons? . .62
Standing up to salute a Dead Ruler ... . .. . 64
Charitable Gifts on behalf of the Deceased .. = . .. .65
Seeking Blessings from Graves e . 66
Figurines as Decorations. . , N e .67
Swearing by the Prophet y“ggs o 67
Should We believe that Medical Doctors know What is in
the Wombs. L U 68
The Number of Messengers and Prophets e 70
The Ruling on the Celebration of the Prophet s Blrthday
Al-Milad. . et 71
Taking Money for Rec1t1ng the Qur an is not Perm1551ble
while it is Allowed for Teaching it . . ... 73
Did the Messenger £ commission ‘Ali as a Cahph? ... 78
No Praying in Graveyards .. . oo 80
Did the Prophet £ meet the Jinn? . . .82
Iblis lives among Us till this Day .. . ... 82
What is Sorcery . .. . » 83
Tawassul to Allah through Plous People SRR - 83

The Ruling of the Statement: “Whenever Health Care



Contents ’ 9

increases, Death Rate decreases.” v 85
The Ruling on Giving Charity and Reading the Qur an for
the Living and for the Dead . . 91
The Ruling on Selling Amulets and Tahsmans v .92
Is Iblis an Angel? . . - 96
Asking the Soothsayers and Sorcerers is Unlawful 97
The Ruling on Swearing by the Prophet £ 98
The Ruling on Seeking Payment for Reciting the Qur an 101
The Appearance of Mahdi - 102
Seeking the Prophet’s Aid and Supphcatmg Hlm ~o...103
The Ruling on Swearing by Other than Allah 107
Newly Invented Matters (in Religion) . 110
The Ruling on Invoking Allah’s Mercy on an Unrlghteous
Person 111
The Ruling on Praymg behind a Person Who seeks Help
from Other than Allah . 112
The Ruling on One Who ]udges by Other than what Allah
has revealed 113
It is Not Permissible to dlstmgulsh Ah w1th the
Invocation ‘Alaihis -Salam’ (peace be upon him) 114
The Ruling on One Who sacrifices to Jinns 115
Does Life return to the Dead in the Grave? 117
Islam’s Position regarding Christians : 131

The Ruling on Praying in Mosques which contain Graves 148
How can we reconcile between “Verily, Allah does not

forgive,” and “And verily, I am indeed Forgiving.”’? 149
Al-Muhkam and Al-Mutashabih in the Noble Qur’an 151
The Believers will see their Lord in Paradise as Allah wills 156
The Imamate of one opposed to Ahlus-Sunnah : 158
The Ruling on Asking Sorcerers and Magicians from

among the Sufis and Others 159
The Ruling on Seeking Aid from Other than Allah 163

Travelling in order to visit the Mosque of Allah’s



10 Fatawa Islamiyah

Messenger #£, not His Grave . ....165
A Woman should not visit Graves. . 167
The Ruling on praying in Mosques Wthh have Graves in

the Middle of Them =~ . 167
Making Comparisons between the Messengers ...169
The Reason for the Prohibition of Women Visiting the

Graves v . 172
The Reckoning of the Dlsbehever in the Hereafter 173
The Purposes of the Believer’s Trial 177
Keep the Grave away from the Mosque 180
The Location of Paradise .= . .. 181
The Ruling on Writing on Graves . 182
The Ruling on Reciting the Qur’an for the Dead ... 183
The Ruling on Celebrating Birthdays 185

Confirmation of the Disbelief of the Jews and Christians
and the Reply to Those Who claim that it is not

permissible to declare them Disbelievers 185
The Wisdom behind the Creation of Angels that record
Deeds. . . . 193

The Ruling on declaring a Partrcular Person to be a Martyr
and the Ruling on One Who dies from Drowning while

He is Drunk R 195
The Ruling on Celebrating the Birthday (of the Prophet
) and Al-Isra” wal-Mi'raj. . 200
Wearing Amulets is Forbldden even if They are from the
Qur’an . , 202
Yes, the Jinn mingle with Mankind ....203
They are from Ahlul-Fitrah v 203
Destroying built-up Graves . 204
Why do We worship Allah? 205
It is Not Permissible to describe a Dead Person as ‘the
forgiven’ or ‘upon whom is mercy’ . 207

Some of the Sayings prevalent among the Common People208



Contents 11

The Ruling on Praying and Fasting and such like on behalf

of the Dead B U 208
There are no Superficial Matters in Islam - 209
Allah guarantees Sustenance, but... , . ...212
Is Kufr (Disbelief) from Allah? SO . v 213
Islam’s Attitude to Folk Medicine 214
The Ruling on Travelling to Other than the Three

Mosques ‘ . 214
It is Not Permissible for Anyone to reject the Laws which

Allah has imposed upon His Creatures 216
The Meaning of Happiness and Wretchedness. ... 218
The Punishment of the Grave . 220
Whoever claims to have Knowledge of the Unseen is a

Fortuneteller, a Sorcerer or a Taghut . v 222
Mental Disturbances cannot be cured by Amulets 222
The Ruling on Swearing by Al-Amanah 223
The Cure for Satanic Thoughts 224
The Angels entering the House v 224
The Evidence of the Messengers’ Truthfulness .. 225

Disagreement between the Compamons may Allah be
pleased with them, and the Ruling on cursing Them . 225
The Difference between a Messenger (Rasul) and a Prophet

(Nabiyy) . 226
The Ruling on Countering Magic Wlth Mag1c v L 227
The Destination of Ahlul-Fitrah 228
The Ruling on Swearing by Ash-Sharaf and by the Ka‘bah 229
The Ruling on Celebrating Birthdays. . . : 230
The Ruling on Building over Graves ... 231

Dealing with Disbelievers

The Ruling on showing Hospitality to Non-Muslims by
offering them Alcoholic Drinks SR 233



12 . Fatawa Islamiyah

The Ruling on Trading with a Disbeliever 234

The Ruling on Praying behind Those Who appeal for Help
from Other than Allah and making Friends with Them 234

How to treat One Who maligns the Companions, may

Allah be pleased with them 237
The Ruling on Employing a Non- Musllm Servant . ...239
The Ruling on Giving a Dlsbel1ev1ng Neighbor a Share of

One’s Slaughtered Animal 240
The Ruling on Giving Salutations of Peace to the

Disbeliever _ . ... 241
The Ruling on Blrthdays and blow1ng out Candles 243
The Ruling on Celebrating the Night of Al-Isra’ wal-Mi‘raj 246
The Ideal Way to treat the Thimmi L 248
The Ruling on Living with Families Abroad . ...249

The Ruling on Travelling to the Lands of the Disbelievers 250
Celebrating the Holidays of the Jews and Christians is

Forbidden : 255
The Ruling on Holdlng Partles for the Dead, Forty Days
after the Death 256

The Meaning of the Words of H1m the Most High: “Take
not as friends the people who incurred the wrath of

Allah.” . 258
The Ruling on Bringing Non- Mushms to work in the
Muslim Countries, especially the Arabian Gulf 260
The Ruling on Living with a Family when They do not
Pray 262
Mixing with the Non- Mushms removes Your Religious
Zeal 263
The Ruling on Celebratlng Mothers Day 265
The Ruling on Opening Projects by the Cutting of a
Ribbon . . 267
Charity to Non-Muslims ...268

The Ruling on Mixing with Disbelieving Servant Girls and



13

Sitting and Eating with Them . . 269
The Uncleanness of the Disbeliever is Spiritual : 270

Our Prophet Muhammad s

Doubts and Suspicions cast regarding the Prophet’s

Marriage to Zainab after Zaid divorced Her 272
Sending Salutations on the Prophet # is an Obligation at
least Once in a Lifetime o 276

Is there any Specific Wording to use when sending Prayers
upon Him #& at His Grave, and does He see the One
Who gives Salutations to Him, and has He extended His
Hand to any of the Companions or Anyone else? 277

Invoking the Prophet #, calling upon Him and seeking
Help from Him after His Death are all Forms of Major

Shirk 278
Standing up when sending Salutations of Peace upon the
Prophet i 279
The Prophet #£ does not hear the Invocation or Calling of
Anyone 279
The Ruling on Celebrating the Prophet s Birthday .. 281
Is the Prophet #£ Alive in His Grave? 283
Sending Salutations of Peace upon the Prophet # is
Lawful . 285
Is the Light of the Prophet £ from Allah’s nght? . 286
Does the Prophet £ have Knowledge of the Unseen? 288
Does the Prophet # come to the Dead? 290
Concerning Sending Blessings upon the Prophet #& and
Indicating the same by the Use of Abbreviations . ... . 291
Concerning the Marriage of the Prophet # to a Number of
Women . 296
Love of the Prophet #£ is not only on One nght 299
The Best Wives of'the Prophet #& 300

The sign . for sending Blessings on the Prophet ;Li_tz 301



14 Fatawa Islamiyah

‘Isa, peace be upon him

Is He Alive or Dead, and where is He now? 302
‘Isa will Descend at the End of Time . 304
Why was ‘Isa specially chosen to be raised up? 307
Why is He called Al-Masih? ' v 309

Sects and Movements

A Legal Judgement regarding the Ruling on Membership of

the Masonic Movement 325
The Wahhabite Call is that of the Salaf and there is no
Truth to these Calumnies . 328
Buddhism . : 330
The Ruling on Blindly Following the Mathhab of the
Shiites 330
The ‘Wahhabites do not reject the Intercession of the
Prophet sz ' 331
The Ruling on One Who believes that a Child is a Gift
from Other than Allah 332
The Shathli Sect do not Pray or Fast and My Father is
ordering me to follow Them . 334
The Ruling on Sufi Orders and the Supernatural ‘Miracles’
and Satanic Rituals practiced by Some of Them . .. 337
Prayer is Remembrance of Allah 342
The Ruling on Joining Sufi Movements, such as the
Shathlis and Others.. .. .. . 344
The Meaning of the Sufis’ saying: “...if the owner of time
frees us.” 346
Can a Waliy help Another, even if He is far away from
Him? . 348
The Ruling on Communism and Belonging to that Party = 350
The Ruling on the Bahais and Their Membership 353

The Ruling on Qadyanis and Their Membership ....356



15

Supporters of the Belief in Evolution are Opposed to

(Islamic) Beliefs . ~...359
Calling to Nationalism is a Call to Ignorance . 362
Sufis and the Ruling on Praying behind Them . .. 363
Whoever embraces Communism is An Apostate 363
The Ruling on Changing One’s Mathhab ; 365

The Book of Knowledge
I acquire Books, but I do not read Them 367
I am a Teacher Who is asked Questions by the Students

should I answer? o ... 368
Regarding Ijtihad and Formal Legal Rulings 368
There is no Objection to Citing Legal Judgements 370
The Ruling on seeking Islamic Knowledge 370
The Four Mathhabs 371

If I enter a Religious Gathering, should I give Salutations? 371
The Ruling on delivering Judgements without Knowledge 372
The Four Imams did not order Anyone to follow Them

blindly in All Things . L . 374
The Story of the Land of Fadak 375
The Book: “The Life of King Saif bin Dhi Yazin’ 376
The Saying: “Whoever has no Shaikh, his Shaikh is Satan” 377
The Ruling on speaking on Fridays . 377
Cheating in Examinations is Forbidden . 378

The Sunan of Al-Fitrah

The Ruling on Dyeing the Beard Black 379
The Ruling on Shaving the Moustache : 380
The Ruling on Shaving the Cheeks : 381
Shaving the Beard is Changing Allah’s Creation 382

The Ruling on Shaving [ Trimming Short] the Moustache 383
Trimming the Moustache and Leaving the Beard 385



16 Fatawa Islamiyah

The Ruling on Removing the Hair on the Back, the Legs

and Thighs for Men .. . . L 386
The Ruling On One Who mocks the Beard ....387
The Ruling on Shaving the Cheeks, and is it Allowed for a

Man to Shave when He is Fasting? / ... 389

 The Siwak and Bleeding from the Gums . 389
Cutting the Hair and Letting it Grow Long .. . . 390
The Ruling on Men using Kohl U 392
The Ruling on Dyeing the Beard Black 392
The Ruling on Men Shortening their Eyebrows ~....393
The Legal Length of the Beard and the Ruling on Shavmg

the Beard .....393
The Ruhng on Shaving the Beard v 395
The Ruling on Shaving the Beard and Keepmg the

Moustache L o 396



The Book of Creed 17

ﬁi The Book of Creed ;fl}

He Who makes Offerings to Jinn shall have
no Good Deeds of His accepted until He repents

accepted from him. When I heard this, I repented to Allah,
because I used to do so, and I performed Hajj, but they said
that my Hajj was void. Is it true that my Hajj is void? And
if so, do I have to perform Hajj again?

—4" dies before repenting, would hve in Hell-Fire eternally
No good deed is acceptable in the state of Shirk. Allah says:

< -

P S 6 ¢ Al LA 5

¢Were they to commit Shirk, their (good) deeds would have
been nullified .yt

All praise is due to Allih Who has accommodated you to
repent from this grave sin with which no good deed is
accepted. Perform Hajj again, and if you are sincere in your

repentance, Allih has promised to forgive those who repent,
and replace their bad deeds with good ones. He says:
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4And those who do not worship another god beside Allah,
nor kill a person that Allah has forbidden, except rightfully,
nor commit adultery (or fornication), and he who does so
shall be punished. His torment shall be doubled on the Day
of Resurrection, and will live therein disgraced forever.
Excluding those who repent, and believe and do good deeds.
For such, Allah will replace their evil deeds with good deeds ;
and Allah is Most Forgiving, Merciful .3t

And it is only Allah Who grants success. May Allah exalt the
mention of His slave and Messenger Muhammad, and render
him, his household and Companions safe from evil.

The Permanent Committee

Animals slaughtered by Polytheists

g S Ry
&Eat, then, the meat of animals upon which the name

of Allah is pronounced, if you believe in His
Verses . 32! '

He claims that this Verse is self-explanatory, and does not
accept any other argument. Is such a person to be
considered as a disbeliever?

*@\ He who deems lawful consuming meat of animals

L& slaughtered by a Mushrik is wrong, not a disbeliever
because he is confused. The above-mentioned Verse does not

(Y ALFurgan 25 :68-70.
21 ALAn‘am 6:118.
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support his claim, because it is unanimously agreed that the
meat of animals slaughtered by a Mushrik is prohibited to
consume. He who has the knowledge should clarify this to
him.

The Permanent Committee

Performing Hajj on behalf of a Mushrik
and asking Allah to forgive Him

A person who never observes fasting nor prays in his
2 life, and he makes offering to Jinn, trees, as though
they are idols, and dies on this condition. Is it permissible
for his relative to perform Hajj on his behalf, or ask Allah to
forgive him?

uY He who dies in the condition as described in the
3, question is considered a Mushrik, who committed a major
Shirk. It is not permissible to perform Hajj on his behalf, nor
ask Allah to forgive him. Allah, the Exalted, says:

4 % b T Z - .
il Bee § G080 198 J B Gl (A X b
:’%_,.Wf‘/’iﬁwku-’ww\})

1t is not for the Prophet nor for those who believe that they
should seek forgiveness for the idolaters, even though they
may be their kinsmen, after it has become clear to them that
they are the people of Hell-Fire.p!!)

The Prophet #£ said in the authentic Hadith:

o F0E sser L E et o L B of . serE

L@J J#}x.’.'.u\ Y AZJJLZM:U tg}é QQU L;a‘ 2 )jj‘ ol ) Y COA))
) e 78,71
(3 030 V’b

I asked my Lord to permit me to visit my mother's
grave, and He permitted me, and I asked His

O A¢-Tawbah 9:113.
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permission to seek forgiveness for her, but He did not
permit me o'

The Permanent Committee

The Meaning of the Prophet’s Statement:
“...All of them will be in Fire, except one.”

What is the meaning of the follqﬁdng Hadith:

Z - P 1 JS s
Ga1y N| W1 3 (315

(My ummah will be divided into 73 sects. All of them will be
in Hell-Fire except for one sect?)

Who is that sect? And will the seventy-two sects live forever
in Fire, as the Mushrik will or not? And does the term
‘Ummak’ of the Prophet #& apply to those who follow him
as well as to those who do not, or is it to the former only?

\ What is meant by the term ‘Ummah’ in this Hadith is the
s Ummah of response which shall be divided into seventy-
three sects; seventy-two of which are deviant who practice
innovated religious practices that do not constitute apostasy.
Each shall be tortured in accordance to its innovations, and
deviation, except for those whom Allah pardons, and forgives.
Their final abode will be Paradise. The only sect that will be
safe is Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, who adhere to the Sunnah of
the Prophet #&, and hold fast to what he and his Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them, were holding. It is they about
whom the Prophet £ said:

55 2

o 022 A - NS PR R SR S L S <A SR PPN
e VAJA@' N U'.’./J‘EU" d>v_H ulc Aa.ib Lj?”‘ R 4.4an J\Jg\!»
> o LI N T RN T I The
it 5l GG r-g'u" o v—é—“—s\-’;

(A group of my Ummah shall remain steadfast, on the truth,

(1] Muslim no. 976.
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victorious, unharmed by those who oppose them, and do not
support. them, until the death or until the Day of
Resurrection o) :

As for those whose innovation casts them out of Islam, they
belong to the Ummah of invitation (mankind at large) not:the
Ummah of response. They shall remain in Hell-Fire forever, and
this is the most valid opinion.

It is also said that the term ‘Ummak’ in this Hadith means the
Ummah of invitation, which is a general term including all
those to whom the Prophet £ was sent (i.e., mankind) those
who believe and those who do not believe. Whereas the term
‘the safe sect’” is the Ummah of response, which strictly applies
to those who believe in the Prophet £, trustfully, and die on
this condition. This is the sect that will be safe from Fire;
either by prior punishment or without prior punishment, and
their final abode will be Paradise.

As for the seventy-two sects (in the second opinion) they are
all, excluding the saved sect, disbelievers who will live forever
in Fire. Hence, it is clear that the Ummah of Da‘wah, is more
general in connotation than the Ummah of response. That is to
say, whoever belongs to the Ummah of response, belongs to the
Ummah of invitation, while not everyone of the Ummah of
invitation belongs to the Ummah of response.

The Permanent Committee

The Meaning of ‘passing through’ in the Verse
and ‘there is not one of you but will pass through it’

TS

@ I read Verses 71 and 72 of Surah Maryam, which say:

N

o
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(11" Al-Bukhari nos. 71, 3641 and Muslim no.1920.
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§And there is not one of you but will pass through it. This
is an inevitable promise that is binding on your Lord. Then
We shall save the righteous, and We shall leave the
wrongdoers therein kneeling .3

I want to know the meaning of these noble Verses and the
meaning of ¢ passing through it.’

*’91\ The authentic Hadiths of the Messenger of Allah &
<=, indicates that ‘passing through it’ is crossing As-Sirat, or
the bridge over Hell-Fire. May Allah protect us and the rest of
the Muslims from it. People will cross the bridge in terms of
safe crossing, according to their deeds, as mentioned in the
traditions.

Ibn Baz

How shall People come out of Their Graves

) How shall people come out of their graves on the Day
%, of Resurrection? And who will be the first to be
dressed?

Y\, Alldh, Glorious is He, will resurrect man on the Day of
L&, Resurrection by reconstructing him from his tail bone.
People will grow as perfect creatures just as plants grow from
seeds, and palm trees from date stones. They will emerge from
their graves barefooted, naked, and uncircumcised. They will
rush forth like spread out locusts, or dispersed butterflies, and
will not miss the way to the Assembly Land. In fact they will
know their way to it better than a wild pigeon knows its way
to its nest, as they are racing to a target.

The first upon whom the earth will crack open is our Prophet
Muhammad #£. He will be the first to regain consciousness. As
for the first to be dressed after Resurrection is Khalilur-Rahman
(the beloved one of the Merciful) may Allah exalt his mention,

D Maryam 19:71-72.
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and render him safe from evil. Horror will overtake mankind to
the point even Prophets will say on that Day: "Myself, myself".
He who reads the Verses that deal with Resurrection in the
Surahs Al-Qamar, Al-Ma‘arij, and Al-Qari‘ah, and the like will

have more information about that great event.

It is authentically reported in both Bukhari and Muslim, that
the Prophet £ said:

Ted 2.8 2075 1 3 2o, o 2F
(Y38 5158 slam 05 g oSO
«You shall be summoned barefooted, naked, and
uncircumcised.)

Then he read and said:

ASEE \;I;u;;ii;uujj giee’
$As we began the first creation, so shall We repeat it, a
promise binding upon Us. We shall certainly fulfill it "]

(The first to be dressed on the Day of Resurrection is
Ibrahim. While a group of my Ummah will be snatched away
to the left side, and I would call out: "My followers' " It will be
said : 'They apostatized after you left them." And I then will
say as the good worshipper (‘Isa) said %)

G G Sop 7

‘19 T/N;‘I; /\'Cjé,:{s...s wmdwabiwvﬂows%
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€And 1 was a witness over them as long as I remained with
them, but when You collected me, You were the Watcher
over them, and You are the witness over everything. If you
punish them, they are Your worshippers; and if You forgive
them, You are the Mighty, the Wise 3!

LT ALAnbipa® 21 :104.
[2] Al-Bukhari no. 3349 and Muslim no. 2860.
B3] ALMaidah 5:117-118.
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It is also authentically reported that the Prophet ££ said:

e 525 e 051 0480w gy Skl e Op
. oeN
(Mankind will be shocked to swoon on the Day of

* Resurrection, and I will be the first upon whom the ground
will crack open ot

It is also authentically reported that the Prophet £ said:

58 35 0315 806
« I will be the first to regain consciousness.»*]

You may get further details about the above two traditions
from the book Al-Agidah At-Tahawiyah when Imam At-Tahawi
talks about the conditions of people on the Day of
Resurrection.

The Permanent Committee

| The Concept of depending on Allah

‘Depending on Allih does not mean that you throw
¥ yourself in a swimming pool when you do not know
how to swim, or endanger your life in a physical sport
without training. What is the real sense of dependmg on
Allah? Please explain, with thanks.

k! \ Depending on Allih means committing all one’s affairs to
L2, Him alone. It is one of the fundamentals of faith
according to the Words of Allah:

&t A8 o TS A B
e%And upon Allah depend, if you are believers 3!

1) Al-Bukhari no. 2412.
(2] Al-Bulchari no. 4638.
B3 ArMaidah 5:23.
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It is also one of the strong spiritual means for accomplishing
the objectives and serving one’s interests. But the believer
must also observe along with dependence the other means
whether they are acts of worship, such as supplication,
performing the prayer, giving charitable donations, or
maintaining good relations with one’s kin. One should also
apply material means that Allah has made as causes for
fulfilling needs, such as those mentioned by the inquirer in his
question, and their like. One should follow the example of the
Messenger of Allah #£. He used to apply the other convenient
means with perfect dependence on Allah, the Exalted.
Therefore he who neglects the other available means, being
satisfied with depending on Allah alone, would oppose the
guidance of the Messenger #2. In that case, his- dependence
would be in effect a form of incapacity not legal dependence.
May Allah exalt the mention of our Prophet Muhammad #,
his household and Companions, and render them safe from
evil.

The Permanent Committee

Inaugurating Mosques

) Whenever a new Masjid is built and readied for prayer,
= people are invited from different countries to celebrate
what they call ‘Mosque Inauguration.” What is the ruling on

attending such function? And does the Hadith
NSV B J[ ‘Q\/ :Jl.;-jj\ 32V

«(No trips should be taken to visit any Masjid, except the
three Masjid (i.e., Al-Masjid Al-Haram, the Prophet's
Masjid in  Madinah, and Al-Masjid Al-Agsa’ in
Jerusalem ! s

signify prohibiting such functions? If it does, then what is

(1] Al-Bukhari no. 1189.
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the proof? And does the Hadith in which the Prophet £ was
invited by a Companlon to perform the prayer in one side
in his house to designate as a praying place signify the
permissibility of such functions? And, do we understand
from the story of Masjid ‘Dhirar'! that since Allah did not
forbid His Prophet £ from going to that Masjid, rather, He
only forbade him from praying in it because the Masjid was
built out of opposition and disbelief? Please elaborate.

Inaugurating mosques can be done by praying in them
£& and occupying them for the purpose of remembering
Alldh, by reciting the Qur’an, and the utterances of
remembrance, teaching Islamic sciences, -and other similar
things that give mosques their due respect Allah, the Exalted,
says:

e, >, 2 sa. oqoh

93 éii"j(j L;:s “J )'/» ))»| L‘,_, J&J\U ij; o/ A.U\ :)3 9),.; é%

S&E¢ ToaTsyt . Ber g B < om
FLSH Y [ fupty,bﬁ,.q;,ydé
oA “ ,c— 22, Agpes X :/, for oA >

h, uL«»_,vuu ,-,L..) QAO_; A)-\S &AL;ﬁ Qérj;:b_}’i;
€In houses that Allah permits to be erected, and His Name
be remembered in them. Therein are men who declare His
freedom from every imperfection, and who are distracted by
neither commerce nor bartering from the remembrance of
Allih, performing Salah, and giving the Zakah. They fear a
Day in which hearts and eyes will be agitated. So that Allah
will reward them for the best of what they did, and increase
His bounty to them. And Allah provides whoever He wills
without count.pl?]

That was how the Prophet #g, utilized the Masjid. He‘ was
followed by the Well-Guided Caliphs, the‘ rest of his

(1] A thing which is done in opposition to a thing which is similar to it.
(2] An-Nur 24:36-38.
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Companions, and the Imams of guidance after him. May Allah
be pleased with them and grant them mercy. The best way is
to copy them, and do only what they did when they
inaugurated mosques by using them for worship and similar
Islamic rituals.

[t was never authentically reported that either he, or those who
followed his guidance held inaugural celebration for a new
mosque by inviting people for such functions. They never did
what people do today when opening new mosque. Were such
functions to be praiseworthy, the Messenger of Allah £ would
have been the first to do so, and he would have passed it as a
Sunnah for his Ummah. His Well-Guided Caliphs, and the
Imams of guidance after him would have followed him too.
Had such functions taken place durlng his time it would have
definitely been reported to us.

Consequently, no such functions or celebrations should take
place, nor an invitation of such nature be responded to, nor
should such functions be financed. Merits can be attained only
by following the Pious Predecessors, and demerits is in what
the latter generations have innovated.

With regards to the Hadith for designating that spot in a
Companion’s house, there is no proof in it of permissibility of
what is known today as inaugural celebration. That
Companion did not invite the Prophet #& for a celebration,
rather, he invited him to perform a prayer in his house. The
Prophet £ did not take a trip to perform that prayer rather, he
went only to perform the prayer. Besides, taking a trip for
inaugural celebrations is forbidden as signified by the Hadith
which prohibits taking trips to other than the three known
Masjids that are mentioned above.

Such innovated custom should be shunned, and people should
be satisfied with the Sunnah of the Prophet £ and his
generations with regards to mosques and other affairs. May
Allah grant them mercy, and may Allah exalt the mention -of



28 Fatawa Islamiyah

our Prophet Muhammad # his household, and Compamons
and render them safe from evil.

" The Permanent Committee

Ali - may Allah be pleased with him -
- can help no one after his death

\ Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was killed without
& being aware of his assassin’s scheme, nor was he able to
protect himself from it. How then could it be alleged that he
can ward off calamities from others after his death, when he
could not ward it off from himself when he was alive? He who
believes that Ali or any dead person can extend a benefit to
others, or help them obtain it, or ward off evil from them is
Mushrik, because these things are restricted to Alldh, Glorious
is He. Therefore, whoever believes that a creature can do that
and he seeks his help, then he takes such one for a god. Allah,
the Exalted, says: :

,/ s

U)AU\; 45, v\,,ayl—alwts;,ysﬂ, Au\g,\_;;.:u\,%e
¢And if Allah inflicts harm on you, there is none who can
remove it except He. And if He intends to do good for you,
there is none to repel His Bounty. He makes it reach

whomsoever of His slaves he wills. He is the Forgiving, the
-~ Merciful 3! .
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The Permanent Committee

() yimus 10:107.
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Placing a Wreath on a Grave

\ Is placing a wreath on the grave of the 'Unknown
2 Soldier’ equal to aggrandizing the dead Awliya’ and
pious people to the point of worshipping them?

*\ This practice is an innovation, and excess in terms of
&, revering the dead, and it is similar to the practice of
those who over-revere pious people. It is feared that this
practice may lead to building domes above their graves,
seeking their blessings, and taking them for gods beside Allah,
Glorious is He. This practice should be stopped lest it lead to
Shirk. May Allah exalt the mention of our Prophet
Muhammad, his household, and Companions and render them
safe from evil. :

The Permanent Committee

The End of Those Who commit Major Sins
) Allah, the Exalted, says: |

&l B 25 5 F BAE o L%

4The (female) fornicator, and the fornicator, ﬂog each one of
them a hundred lashes. 3!

And He says:

%/zuz - / Ly od SRR oA

)_},\L»\s r-hf.u A_oJL \j\; ) ( w«.a:““ YY) ;—\S

§And those who calumniate chaste women and do not bring
four witnesses flog with eighty lashes.3!?!

And He says:
AR A G R O P B AR A B R A AR R

1 Ap-Nur 24:2.
(2] An-Nur 24 4.
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,l;)g/:{;‘};

¢And the thief - male and female - amputate their hands in

retribution of their offense as an exe 1plary punishment from '
Allah, and Allah is Mighty, Wise 3!

What will be the verdict on those who commit such major
sins when there is no one to subject them to castigation,
and they die before repentmg?

o\, Ahlus- Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah believe that any Muslim who
&&, dies without repenting from major sins such as
fornication, libeling chaste women, or theft, would be subject
to the Will of Allah, Glorious is He. If He wishes He forgives
him, or if He wishes He punishes him on account of a major
sin which he committed and died before repenting to Allah.
But he will finally be admitted into Paradise, according to the
Words of Allah:

€IS 0 815 65 € 5 BB o 55 ¥ & it
¢ Verily, Allah does not forgives whatever is short of that to
whoever He wills.p!!

And according to the authentic Hadiths that emphasize taking
out of Fire the disobedient people who believe in the Oneness
of Allah. And, according to the following authentic Hadith
which was narrated by ‘Ubadah bin As-Samit who said: “We
were with the Prophet £ when he said to us:

«\je}w\b\yj\bhwwb\js Y‘J&J}’qb\»

(Do you want to give me your pledge that you shall not
ascribe a partner to Allah, nor fornicate, nor steal .

Then he recited the above Verse. Then he said:

D) AlMaidah 5:38.
(2] An-Nisa’ 4 :48.
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«He who fulfills his pledge, his reward will be with Allah.
But he who commits any of these sins, and gets punished (in
this world) then his punishment stands as an expiation. While
he who commits any of these sins, and Allah covers up for

him, then it will be up to Allah, if He wishes, He punishes
him, and if He wishes, He forgives him /!

The Permanent Committee
Prostrating on Graves and
making Offerings to the Dead

‘6) What is the ruling on prostrating on graves and making
= offermgs to people buried in them?

N

Prostrating on graves and making offerings to them
-¢F constitutes idolatry, ignorance, and major Shirk. Such
practices are devotional acts that must be dedicated to Allah
alone. He who dedicates them to other than Allah is a
polytheist. Allah the Exalted, says:

4 - PR .z . s - 1 5
A 7,{:» Y VA BN eyt 5...:3 Gz & e
j a5

€Say, 'My Salah, and offering, and my life, and my death
are all for Allah, the Lord of the worlds. He has no partner.
And so am I commanded, and I am the first of the
Muslims . pl?] '

And Allah says:

(11" A} Bukhari no. 18, 3892, 3893, 3999 and 4894 .
2] ALAn‘am 6:162,163.
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¢We have given you Al-Kawthar. So, pray to your Lord and
offer sacrifice p!!

There are other Verses signifying that prostration and offerings
are acts of worship, and dedicating them to other than Allah
constitutes Shirk.

There is no doubt that visiting graves for the purpose of
prostrating and making offerings to the dead buried in them
means only gratifying and revering them by prostrating on
them and sacrificing animals to them.

Imam Muslim filed a long Hadith under the title “The
prohibition of sacrificing to other than Allah, and cursing who
does so”: ‘Ali bin Abi Talib, may Alldh be pleased with him,
said: The Messenger of Allah #£ taught me the following:

CrRE INH PG R TR R TR PO TRHT

«9.4)&‘ )LA xﬁ U.A 4»\ usjcb.;br.o
(Allah curses him who sacrifices to other than Allah, Allah
curses him who curses his own parents, Allah curses him who

shelters a man of innovator, and Allah curses him who alters
landmarks )

Abu Dawud also reported that Thabit bin Ad-Dahhak, may
Allah be pleased with him, said: A man vowed to sacrifice
camels in a place called Buwanah, so he asked the Messenger
of Allah £ whether it was perrmss1ble for him to do that. The
Prophet £ asked him:

(€5 Lhaladt 05T 5 25 48 06 o
«(Was there any of the idols of the Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic era)

() ALKawthar 108:1,2.
(2] Muslim no. 1978 and An-Nasa’i no. 4427.
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worshipped in that place?»
They said: “No!” He further asked:

SsaaT s e g3 06 S
(Did the pagans hold in that place any of their festivals?)
They said: “No!” Thereupon, the Prophet £ said:

L e o- . %er _Te T 5T 4 % Lef
(@) Lpas 5,0 265 Y Gb 8,0 S5

«Fulfill your vow, because it is not permissible to fulfill a vow
when it involves disobedience to Allah /™)

The foregoing signify that he will be cursed who makes offering
to other than Allah, and the prohibition of sacrificing animals
in a place where other than Allah is adulated, such as an idol, a
grave, or even a place in which people of pre-Islamic ignorance
used to hold their gatherings, even if he intends to please Allah
alone with his offering. May Alldh exalt the mention of our
Prophet, Muhammad, his household, and Companions and
render them safe from evil.

The Permanent Committee

Offerings to Dead People

whenever a person dies they kill a cow or a sheep or any
animal. After killing it, they distribute its meat among some
Muslims who live around them. But those Muslims refuse
to accept it, saying it is unlawful. Thereupon they told those
Muslims, “Take a cow and kill it in your own way, so that it
will be a charitable gift on behalf of the dead person,” who
worshipped other than Allah, the Exalted. Is it permissible
for us to take that cow and slaughter it, according to our

M) Abu Dawud no. 3313.
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Islamic ritual, and distribute its meat to Muslims, or not?
Would ‘accepting’ a cow on our part be considered as
participating in their customs?

4\, Worshipping other than Allah in terms of making vows,
Z&. or seeking aid from other than Allah, from dead, absent
people, trees, or the like constitutes Shirk.

Those who refused to take the meat of cows that are
slaughtered by those who do not worship Allah, for their dead,
did the right thing. There is no harm in taking live cows to be
slaughtered according to the Islamic method, without
intending slaughtering it at the time of the death of that
person. This is not considered as taking part in their
innovation, and should not be intended as an act of charity on
behalf of the dead person, if such a person worshipped other
than Allah. If they intend timing its slaughter with the death
of that person, and join the procession of the funeral, then it
would not be permissible to accept such animal, because it will
be considered as sharing their innovation. May Allah exalt the
mention of our Prophet Muhammad, his household, and
Companions and render them safe from evil.

The Permanent Committee

Incantations!') and Amulets

There are some people who write amulets for sick,
insane, and psychiatric patients including in them parts
of the Qur'an and Sunnah. We never vouch for the sound
creed of such people. We advised them against doing so,
but they refused to listen saying: “We write only what is in
‘the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger i,
which is not prohibited.” Some of these amulets are worn

(1 The term ‘incantations’ is used throughout the book to refer to a
recitation formula for healing, whereas ‘amulet’ is the written formula
for the same purpose.
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by the patients themselves, or by an impure woman such as
menstruating woman, or a woman in her postnatal, or an
insane, an under age child who doesn’t know how to clean
himself. Is this permissible?

The Prophet # permitted incantations with Qur’anic
.ATJ.‘_ recitation, and supplications, as long as they do not
include Shirk, or meaningless words. Muslim narrated in his
Sahih that Auf bin Malik said: We used to use incantations in
pre-Islamic era, so we asked the Messenger of Allah #&: “What
formula should we recite for that purpose?” He said:

Big 8 1300 Sy BB (36 gle 1,5
(Let me hear what you say. There is no harm in incantations
as long they do not include Shirk in them )]

Scholars are unanimously agreed on the permissibility of
incantations provided they meet the above condition, and
believing that it has no effect without the Will of Allah.

It is rather, Shirk according to the Hadith which is narrated by
Imam Ahmad in which Imran bin Husain, may Allah be
pleased with him, reported that the Prophet # saw a man
wearing a copper bangle on his arm, and he asked him:

«;LL (1)

(What is this?»

He said: “I am wearing it for cephalic weakness.” The Prophet
#2 said:

«(Remove it, for it will not increase you in anything except
weakness, and if you should die while you are wearing it, you

(1 Muslim no. 2200.
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would never be successful ot

In another version narrated by Ahmad, the Prophet £ said:
ARV W

(He who wears an amulet commits Shirk %)

It is also narrated by Ahmad and others that Ibn Mas‘ud, may
Allah be pleased with him, said: I heard the Messengei of Allah

saying:
s B3 st S Gp

(Verily, icantations amulets and Tiwalah™ are Shirk.» (4]

If the worn amulet contains Qur’anic words, then it is,
prohibited according to the preponderant opinion for three
reasons: ‘

1. The general prohibition of wearing any kind of amulets
according to the Prophetic traditions with no exception.

2. Leaving no excuse for wearing amulets that contain other
than Qur’anic formulas.

3. Amulets that are worn are usually subject to disrespect by
taking them into washrooms, or wearing them during an
intercourse or the like.

As for writing a Surah or a Verse on a slate or on a sheet, and
washing the writing with water and saffron, to drink that
water, for the hope of gaining blessings, knowledge, wealth,
good health, or the like, we have never heard that such was
done by the Prophet £ for himself or for someone else. He
neither permitted any of his Companions to do so, nor did he

1) Ibn Majah no. 3531 and Ahmad 4 :445.
[2] Ahmad 4:154, Abu Ya‘la no. 1759 and Al-Hakim 4:417 .

(3] Tiwalah , a spell which is used to make man love his wife, or the other
way round.

(4] Abu Dawud no. 3883, Ahmad 1:381 and Al-Hakim 4 :418.
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give the permission to his Ummah to do so, even though the
needs for doing so are existent.

Based on the above, it is better to avoid doing so, and be
content with what is authentically approved of incantations of
Qur’anic recitation, the beautiful Names of Allah, the
authentic supplications, or the like, whose meaning are clear
and they are free from the blemishes of Shirk.

One should seek nearness to Allah by doing only the
permissible things for the hope of gaining reward, relief, and
gaining beneficial knowledge. This should be sufficient, and he
who is content with what Allah has legitimized, Allah renders
him free from the need of someone else. It is only Allah Who
grants success.

The Permanent Committee

Offerings to Other than Allah is Major Shirk

\ Seeking nearness to Allah by slaughtering sheep by the
2 graves of pious people is customary among my people.
I objected to it, but they became more adamant. I said:
“This is Shirk.” They said: “We do worship Alldh in the best
manner! What is wrong with visiting Allah’s Awliya’,[l] and
say in our supplication, ‘O Allah, we ask You by the right of
the pious slave of Yours, so-and-so. Cure us, or relieve us
from such and such misfortune.” I said to them: “There is
no room for intermediaries in our religion.” They said:
“Leave us alone.” My question is: What do you think is the
best remedy for those people? What can I do to them? And
how do I combat this innovation?

) It is known, from the proofs of the Qur'an and Sunnah
&, that seeking nearness by slaughtering to other than
Allah, such as pious people, Jinn, idols, or any other creatures,

(1] Awliya’, pl. of Waliy, a favorite of Alldh.
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is Shirk and practices of pre-Islamic era and the pagans. Allah,
the Exalted, says: :

(3
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4Say, 'My Salah, and oﬁ‘éring,' and my life, and my death
are all for Allah, the Lord of the worlds. He has no partner.

And so am 1 commanded, and 1 am the first of the
Muslims 1.

34
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Allah, Glorious is He, clarifies in this Verse that sacrificing to
other than Allah is Shirk, just as performing the prayer to other
than Him. Allah, the Exalted, says:

SXT el Ty
€We have given you Al-Kawthar. So, pray to your Lord and
offer sacrifice 3! :

In this Surah Allih, Glorious is He, instructed his Prophet #&
to pray to His Lord, and sacrifice to Him, contrary to the
people of Shirk, who pray and slaughter to other than Allah.
Allah, the Exalted says:

£ ¥ G5 w5
§And your Lord has d
other than Allah,»"

He also says:
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ecreed that you should worship none
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$And they are commanded only to worship Allah, being
sincere to Him .p*

) ALAn‘am 6:162,163.
(2] Al.Kawthar 108:1,2.
31 ALLsra 17:23.

M) ArBayyinan 98:5.
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There are many Verses that convey this meaning.

Since sacrifice is an act of worship, then it must be dedicated
sincerely to Allah. Imam Muslim narrated in his Sahih that the
Commander of the Believers, ‘Ali said that the Messenger of
Allah € said:

i & é.?; g T
«Allah curses him who sacrifices to other than Allah ot}

As for those who say: “I adjure Allah by the right of His
beloved believers, or by the honor of His beloved believers, or
by the right of the Prophet, or by his honor.” Such adjuration
does not constitute Shirk, but it is innovation, according to the
assembly of people of knowledge, and a means of Shirk,
because the supplication is an act of worship, and the way it
should be made is not subject to opinion. There is no proof
related to the Prophet £ denoting legality, or permissibility of
adjuration by the right or the honor of any human.

Hence, it is not permissible for the Muslims to innovate a type
of Tawassul (adjuration) which Allah, the Exalted, does not
legitimize. Allah, the Exalted, says:

N B Sl G D R et S T
4Or do they have partners who legalize for them acts of
worship which Allah does not permit %!

And the Prophet £ said:

.87

(3] ¢ w&_:j G \:L; l:jﬂug Eas] &;D

(He who initiates something in this matter of ours that is not
from it, shall have it rejected .»'*) ~

(1] Muslim no. 1978.
2] Ash-Shura 42 :21.
(3] Al-Bukhari no. 2697 and Muslim no. 1718.
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His statement ‘shall have it rejected’, means that it shall not be
accepted by Alldh from the one who introduces it.

It is incumbent upon the Muslims to restrict themselves only
to what Allah has legitimized, and to beware of what people
innovate. ’

As for the legitimate Tawassul, it is adjuring Allah by His
Names and Attributes. It can be effective by upholding the
beliefs in His Oneness, doing good deeds, charitable donations
and by believing in Allah and His Messengers. It is Allah who
grants success. .

Ibn Baz

Legitimate and Illegitimate Amulets

) ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ud, may Allah be pleased with him,
2 said: I heard the Messenger of Allah £ say:

«3}; ﬂﬁ)\j {._ELZEJ\} u;jjl 31/»

Verily, incantations, amulets and Tiwalah are Shirkt -
Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “I had an uncle
who used to treat people with incantations for the
scorpion’s sting. When the Prophet #£ forbade incantations,
he came to him and asked him: “O Messenger of Allah, You

have forbidden incantations, and I treat those who are stung
by scorpions with incantations. He 4 said:

s 212 s 5 s i
(He who can help his brother, let him do so )

How do we compromise between the Hadith which forbids,
and that which permits? And what is the ruling on wearing

1] Abu Dawud no. 3883, Ahmad 1:381 and Al-Hakim 4:418.
(2] Muslim no. 2199. )
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an amulet containing Qur’anic words on the chest of the
affected person?

The forbidden formulas for incantations are those
containing Shirk, beseeching other than Allah, or
meaningless words. But incantations that are free from such
things, are legitimate, and are among the great means of
healing. The Prophet ££ said:

150 0% 0 G L b
«There is no harm in incantations as long as they do not
include Shirk.t}

And he # said:

s AT é:;.i o prs <P /CUaM/ AR

(He who can help his brother, let him do so.?!
He also said:

T A T2 TN

R IR SR
«No incantation for other than the envious eye or venomous
sting 13

This means the most affective and beneficial incantation is
that which is used in these two cases. The Prophet #& was
himself treated with incantation, and he treated others with it.

As for wearing amulets by children and patients, it is not
permissible. Such are called ‘trinkets.” But the most valid
opinion is that they are a form of Shirk, and unlawful, because
the Prophet ££ said:

Z -
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[ Muslim no. 2200.
(2} Muslim no. 2199
[3] Al-Bukhari no. 5705 and Muslim no. 220. -
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«(He who wears an amulet; may Allah not help him, he who
wears a shell ; may Allah not protect him ot

#

E ANV RO FRNA)

(He who wears an amulet commits Shirk %)
And he # said:

B G5 S35 S &
Verily, incantations amulets and Tiwalah are Shirk 3!

The scholars are at variance regarding the legality of wearing
amulets containing Qur’anic Verses. The correct verdict is that
they are unlawful, for two reason:

1. The general prohibition of wearing any kind of amulets
according to the Prophetic traditions whether they contain
Qur’anic Verses or not.

2. Leaving no room for using formulas of Shirk, for if the
amulets containing Qur’anic Verses were allowed then they
may be confused with the other amulets, and that will keep
the door open to Shirk, and all kinds of amulets would be worn
on that ground. It is known that closing the door to things that
lead to Shirk and evil deeds is one of the greatest judicial
objectives. It is Allah who grants success.

Ibn Baz

Sacrificial Animals by a Person Who wears an Amulet

iﬁ What is the ruling on a sacrificial animal killed by a

== person who wears an amulet, and who ties knots or the
like?

(1] Ahmad 4:154 and Abu Yala no. 1759. See Majma ‘uz-Zawa’id 5 :103.
(2] Ahmad 4:156 and Al-Hakim 4 :417. See Majma‘uz-Zawa’id 5:103.
[3]' Abu Dawud no. 3883, Ahmad 1:381 and Al-Hakim 4:418.
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may also be worn in belts, and in their hair to ward off evil or
to remove harm. All of which is prohibited; rather it is a form
of Shirk. Benefit and harm is in the Hand of Allah alone.

Ibn Mas‘ud, may Allidh be pleased with him, heard the Prophet
£ say:

K O I TS TP
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(Verily, incantations, amulets and Tiwalah are Shirk »!]

‘Abdullah bin ‘Ukaym narrated that the Prophet # said:

z
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(He who wears (Tamimah), will be left to it a2l

In the Two Sahihs it is recorded that Abu Bashir Al-Ansari was
with the Prophet #&, when he sent someone to order people to
remove all necklaces of string from the necks of their
animals.”>) The Prophet £ absolutely forbade hanging string
necklaces around the camels’ necks whether they pertained to
incantations or not, and ordered them to be cut. Because the
people of pre-Islamic ignorance used to tie strings on the
camels’ necks, and tie on them amulets, to pyrotect them from
evil eye and diseases. So the Prophet # forbade them from
doing that, and he ordered them to cut them off.

He who believes that a Tamimah, or something else has power
to extend benefit or remove harm, he is a Mushrik who has
committed major Shirk which casts him out of the religion of
Islam altogether. We seek Allah’s protection against apostasy.

(1] Abu Dawud no. 3883, Ahmad 1:381 and Al-Hakim 4 :418.

1)’ At-Timithi no. 2072 and Ahmad 4:310, 311. This means that Allah
will not protect him. Such a person will be left to the thing which he
wears to protect or heal him, which will never be able to do so.

(3] Al-Bukhari no. 3005 .
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A sacrificial animal killed by such a person is unlawful to eat.
But he who believes that they are only a means of healing, and
that Allah is - the One Who extends benefit and causes ham,
and that He malkes such thing beneficial, then such a person is
a Mushrik who commits lesser Shirk. For in reality these
amulets are neither legal nor normal causing means of healing,
but are only imagined to do so.

Some scholars have excluded amulets that contain Qur’anic
Verses, and permitted them. They restricted the Hadiths in
which the Prophet # forbade using amulets containing other
than the Qur’an. But the right verdict is the Prophetic which is
opposed by no other tradition that exempt one kind of amulet
or another. Allowing amulets also leads to disrespecting the
Qur’an.

A sacrificial animal which is killed by a person who wears an
amulet containing Qur’an is lawful. That is because he only
believes that the Qur’an is effectual, and this does not cast him
out of the folds of Islam. Moreover, the Qur’an is the Speech
of Allah, the Exalted, and His Speech is one of His Attributes.

The Permanent Committee

Ruling on wearing Amulets

b ¢

v Does wearing an amulet with the Qur’an or other than
= that make a person a disbeliever?

'@\ Amulets that people wear fall into two categories:
1. Those that contain Qur’an
2. Those that contain other than the Qur’an

As for the first type, it is not permissible to wear them. This is
the view of Ibn Mas‘ud and Ibn ‘Abbas, and it appears to be
the view of Huthayfah, ‘Ugbah bin ‘Amr and Ibn ‘Ukaym. It is
also the view of a host of Tabi‘in, among them are the
companions of Ibn Mas‘ud. It is a reported view of Ahmad
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that is chosen by most of his followers, and the latter
generations of them are firm on it. This view is based upon
what is narrated by Imam Ahmad Abu Dawud and others that
Ibn Mas‘ud said that he heard Allah’s Messenger #£ saying:

B3 TG D5 o Oy
(Verily, incantations amulets and Tiwalah are Shirk o1

Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Hasan Aal Ash-Shaykh, may Allah
have mercy upon him, said: “I say that this is correct due to
three points that indicate it:

1. The generality of the proof without any restricting texts.

2. Closing off the means that would lead to wearing the things
that are not the same.

3. While wearing such things, there is no doubt that one will
carry it when using the bathroom, cleaning the private parts,
etc.”

The second view is that these are allowed. This is the view of
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Al-‘As, and it is apparent from what is
reported from ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her. It is
also the view of Abu Ja‘far Al-Bagir and Ahmad according to
one narration from him. As for the Hadith:

s G505 w31 S op
Verily, incantations, amulets and Tiwalah (spells) are
Shirk 2]
They consider it to refer only to the types that contain Shirk.

The Permanent Committee

[ Abu Dawud no. 3883 , Ahmad no. 1:381 and Ibn Majah no. 3530. ‘
(21 Abu Dawud no. 3883, Ahmad no. 1:381 and Ibn Majah no. 3530.
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Seeking Treatment from Witchcraft

There are some people who claim that they apply
= spiritual healing to patients. When I visited one of
them, he said to me: “Write your name, and your mother’s
name, and come tomorrow.” When I came to him the next
day, he said: “You are suffering from such and such
sickness, and your cure is such and such.” One of them
claimed that he used the Words of Allah for healing. What
do you think of those people? And what is the ruling on
consulting them?

'E% It is obvious that he who applies this for healing deals
L=, with Jinn, and claims the knowledge of the unseen. It is
not permissible to seek healing from nor to consult him. The
Prophet £& condemned this sort of people saying:

/9"*‘
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«He who visits a fortuneteller and consults him, no pmyer of

his would be accepted for forty days "

It is authentically reported in many Hadiths that the Prophet
£ forbade visiting, consulting or believing soothsayers,
fortunetellers or sorcerers. He £ also said:

g (o2 T2 1o st s A e e e e e
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(He who visits a seer and believes what he says, has certamly
denied what was revealed to Muhammad (i) %]

Whoever lz?/s claims to the knowledge of the unseen through
geomancy,'”! or through asking a patient what is his name, or

(1] Muslim no. 2230 and Ahmad 4:68, 5:380.

12} Abu Dawud no. 3904, At-Tirmithi no. 135, Ibn Majah no. 639 and
Ahmad 2 :408, 476.

(3] Geomancy, divination by means of a figure made by a handful of earth

thrown down at random, or by figures of lines formed by a number of
dots made at random. (The Random House Dictionary)
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his mother’s name is, or the names of his relatives, is a
soothsayer, or a sorcerer, whom the Prophet & forbade
consulting and believing.

Ibn Baz

Obscure Amulets

My respected Shaykh, I found a written piece of paper
on the road, and wanted to remove it, so that people
would not trample on it. I looked at it to know whether it
contained Qur’an, so I could take it, I found the following
text in it. Please explain it to me its meaning, and is it
permissible or not? It reads:

(These words should be engraved on a gold ring, and
smoked with incense, and amber, and worn in a state of
perfect purity. Continue mentioning Allah’s Name after
every Salah 1130 times for a week after Fajr prayer on first
Friday of the month, and end it on Thursday, after Isha’
prayer. Thereafter mention the two names after every
obligatory prayer as many times as possible. This ritual has
amazing secrets. It is an invaluable practice whose secrets
you should never reveal to your own son nor anyone else, so
that they may not be used improperly for harming the
worshippers of Allah.)

@ Whatever is mentioned in the question is unlawful and
=& should not be used in an amulet, nor is it lawful to follow
the instructions mentioned in that paper, for it contains
obscure engravings. It may contain polytheistic formulas, and
because it contains illegitimate formula for remembrance for a
designated period of time which is not endorsed by the Islamic
law. It also mentions two unknown names. All of this is
unlawful, and he who happens to wear such a thing should rid
himself of it, and erase the engravings on the ring which
should not be smoked with incense. He should repent to Allih
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from this thing. We ask Allah to grant us safety and sound
state of affairs, and may He exalt the mention of our Prophet
Muhammad, his household, and his Companions.

The Permanent Committee

Seeking Treatment from Witchcraft
and Ignorant People is not allowed

When a person suffers epilepsy, he goes to some Arab
healers, who communicate with Jinn, and make weird
movements. They give a patient amulets for a period of
time, and say he is possessed, enchanted, or the like. Such
healers treat the patient, and heal him, but they receive
money in return. What is the ruling on such practices? And
what is the ruling on seeking remedy by amulets containing
Qur’anic Verses, then soaked in water for drinking?

¢\, There is no harm in treating an epileptic, or possessed
<& person with Qur’anic Verses and legitimate medical
remedies, if the person who treats those patients is known to
uphold a sound creed, and a committed believer. As for
seeking help from those who claim the knowledge of the
unseen, or who communicate with Jinn, or the charlatans who
are ignorant and are unknown, and whose method of healing is
obscure, it is not permissible to consult them, nor to seek
remedy from them, because the Prophet £ said:

/of" -
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«He who visits a fortuneteller and consults him, no prayer of
his would be accepted for forty days )t}

He also said:
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(] Muslim no. 2230 and Ahmad 4 :68, 5 :380.
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«(He who visits a fortuneteller or a seer and believes him, has
certainly denied what was revealed to Muhammad (&) 1)

The other relevant Hadith signifies the prohibition of
consulting soothsayers and diviners and believing them.

It is those who claim the knowledge of the unseen, and seek
the help from Jinn, or whose behavior is indicative of this fact.
It is those people whom the Prophet # described their work as
the work of Satan, saying:

RIAKA VRN
(It (Nushrah) is a practice of Shaitan ]

The scholars explained that the Nushrah is an incantation or
amulet used in pre-Islamic ignorance to deactivate magic.
Every remedy that is sought from diviners, soothsayers, or
hoaxes falls under Nushrah. '

Hence, it should be known that remedies for all ailments and
epileptic fits, or the like, are only permissible when they are
legally pursued through permissible means, such as reciting
Qur’anic Verses and supplications on the patient, and blowing
by the mouth on him. The Prophet £ said:

N SR
(There is no harm in seeking protection by such means, as
long as they do not involve Shirk 3]
He also said:

(o177 133106 Y5 155156 4l SCe

»

[ Abu Dawud no. 3904, At-Tirmithi nos. 135, 639, Ahmad 2 :408 and
476.

(2] Abu Dawud no. 3868.
(31 Muslim no. 2200.
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(O worshippers of Allah!, seek medical help, but never use an
unlawful thing for remedy »']

As for writing Verses and legal supplication with saffron in a
clean plate, or clean paper, then to be washed for the patient
to drink the washing, there is no harm in that. Many of the
Pious Predecessors did so, as scholar Ibn Al-Qayyim, may
Allah grant him his mercy, asserted in his book Zadul-Ma‘ad
and other works, provided the one who does so is known to be
a good practicing Muslim. It is Allah Who grants success.

Ibn Baz

Seeking Remedy by the Qur’an

B\ It is permissible to seek remedy by the Qur’an according
L&, to the following Hadith which is narrated by Abu Sa‘id

Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, who said:

-

“A group of the Companions of the Prophet # went in a trip,
and stopped by an Arab tribe whom they asked to
accommodate them, but the people of that tribe refused. It so
happened that the chief of that tribe was stung. His people
tried their best to heal him but were unable to do so. They said
to each other: “Would that we seek help from those transients.
They may have something.” They came to them, and said, ‘O
people, our chief is stung, and we tried our best to heal him to
no avail. Can you do something about it.” One of the
Companions said, ‘Certainly, by Allah I use incantations. But
you refused to accommodate us when we asked you. I will not
recite any incantations for him unless you promise us a
reward.” They agreed to give them a herd of sheep. The man
went to the chief, and recited Surah Al-Fatihah while spitting

(1] Abu Dawud no. 3874.
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on him. The chief recovered as though his ties were undone,
and began walking as if nothing happened to him.” Abu Sa‘id
said: “They gave the reward which they promised them. Some
of the Companions suggested that they should divide the
sheep. But the person doing the incantations said, ‘Do not do
that until we go to the Messenger of Allah € and report to
him what had happened, and see what he will order us to do.
When they came to the Messenger of Allah ££. He asked the
man doing the incantations:

PP Peat (Rt S NI v R U A ]
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How did you know that Surah Al-Fatihah could be used for
incantation? You did the right thing. Divide the sheep among
yourselves and give me a share !

The Hadith signifies the legitimacy of seeking remedy by the
Qur’an. As for the amulets that contain Qur’anic Verses, it is
not permissible according to valid opinion of scholars. And it is
Allah who grants success. May He exalt the mention of our
Prophet Muhammad, his household, and his Companions.

The Permanent Committee

The Bboks Al-Hisn Al-Hasin, Hirz Al-Jawshan
and the like

Regarding incantations and talismans, if they are from
2 the Qur’an, what is the ruling on them? And what is
the ruling if 1 were to carry with me the book Al-Hisn Al-
Hasin or the book Hirz Al-Jawshan or As-Saba‘ul-‘Uqud As-
Sulaymaniyah? And is it true, as these books claim, that they
are useful in protecting against the evil eye and envy etc.?

L1 Al-Bukhari no. 2276, Muslim no. 2201, Abu Dawud no. 3418 and At-
Tirmithi nos. 2063, 2064 .
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They say that they contain nothing but Qur’anic Verses,
such as Al-Mu‘awwithatain'! and Ayat Al-Kursi, so would it
be beneficial simply to recite them, without carrying them?

¢\, Incantations from the Qur’an and remembrance of Allah
&=, are permitted, as is every incantation that does not
contain Shirk '*! or any kind of sinful supplication. As for
writing talismans and using them for protection, we have
already given a clear verdict on this. And as for the books Al-
Hisn Al-Hasin, Hirz Al-Jawshan and As-Saba‘ul-‘Uqud, their use
for protection is not allowed. However, regarding the recitation
of Ayat Al-Kursi before sleeping, it is beneficial, as is the
recitation of ‘Say: He is Allah, One’ Bl and Al-Mu‘awwithatain.

The Permanent Committee

Praying in Mosques that contain Graves,
and the Grave of the Prophet # in the Masjid

) I am inquiring about the permissibility of performin,
'%OE q g p y ot p &
2 prayer in a mosque in which there is a grave.

Some scholars say that it is not permissible to perform
prayer in it. They say that if there is no other mosque in
your town, perform your Salah in your home, which is
better for you in terms of reward than to pray in that
mosque.

While others say it is permissible to perform prayer in it,
because the grave of the Messenger £ as well as the graves
of his two Companions, Abu Bakr and ‘Umar are in his
Masjid. 1 have no proof of either opinion. I sent this letter to
you, to inquire about the truth, and the proof, because I live
in the countryside in Senegal. We have one mosque in our

(1] Al—Mu‘aWithatain: Surah Al-Falaq and Surah An-Nas.
(21 Shirk: Associating partners with Allah.
(3] Surah Al-Ikhlas .
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town, in which there are four graves, three of which are
attached to the outside wall of the Masjid in the direction of
Qiblah exactly. While the fourth is inside the Masjid.

75Y, First: It is not permissible to build mosques on graves,

£E, nor is it permissible to perform prayer in such a Masjid.
‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said: “When the
Prophet £ was dying, he uncovered his face with a piece of
cloth. Whenever he felt pain, he uncovered his face and said:
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«The curse of Allah is upon Jews and Christians who turned
the graves of their Prophets into praying place.»

He said that warning the Muslims against doing so. Had it not
been for that, he would have ordered that his grave be raised
above ground, but he was afraid it would be turned into a
Masjid.”™"]

Jundub bin ‘Abdullah said: I heard the Prophet £ saying five
days before he died:
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(I declare before Allah to have taken no friend from you, for
Allah has taken me for a beloved, as He took Ibrahim as a
beloved. Were I to take a friend from my Ummah, I would

have taken Abu Bakr for a friend. Beware! Those who were
before you used to turn the graves of their Prophets and pious

(1] Al-Bukhari no. 1330, Muslim no. 529, An-Nasa’i no. 704, Ahmad
5:204 and Al-Muwatta no. 85.
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people into mosques. Beware! Never turn graves into
mosgques, for I forbid you doing so )™

The Prophet #£ forbade building mosques on graves, and
cursed those who do so. This signifies that building mosques
on graves is a major sin. May Allah protect us from it. That is
why ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said in the above
Hadith: “warning the Muslims against doing so. Had it not
been for that, he would have ordered that his grave be raised
above ground, but he was afraid it would be turned into a
Masjid.”

Second: If a mosque is built on a grave or graves, then it must
be demolished, because it is founded on other than what Allah
has legalized. Retaining such Masjid and performing prayer in
it is insisting in committing the sin of building it, and an
excess in the religion in aggrandizing the one upon whose
grave it was built. This would be conducive to Shirk. May Allah
protect us. Allah, the Exalted, said:

iy & S I¥
¢Do not go into extreme in your religion 312!
And the Prophet #££ said:
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(Beware of excess, the people before you were destroyed by
excess !

But if a mosque is built with no grave in it, then later on, some
one was buried in it, such mosque does not have to be
demolished; rather, the grave should be dug out, and the
corpse be taken out and buried in a graveyard with the
Muslims. Burying people in Masjid is abominable deed which

U Muslim no. 532.
(2] An-Nisa® 4:171.
(3] Ahmad 1:347, Al-Hakim 1:466 and Ibn Majah no. 3029.
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must be eliminated by removing the grave from the Masjid.

Third: The Prophetic Masjid was founded by the Prophet &
himself based on piety and fear of Allah, the Exalted, and with
the pleasure of Allah. The Prophet #£ was not buried in it after
his death but he was buried in ‘A’ishah’s apartment, may Allah
be pleased with her. When Abu Bakr died, he was buried next
to him in that apartment. Then later on when Umar died, may
Allah be pleased with him, he was buried next to them in the
same apartment. The apartment itself was not included in the
Prophet’s Masjid. It was enclosed in the Prophet’s Masjid after
the era of the Well-Guided Cahphs may Allah be pleased with
them.

Consequently, prayer in that Masjid is legal; rather, one prayer
in it is better than a thousand prayer in any other Masjid,
excluding the Sacred Mosque (Maldkah) contrary to any other
Masjid that was built on a grave or graves in which Salah is
forbidden.

Fourth: You should not pray the obligatory prayer at home;
rather, you should perform along with Muslim brothers of
yours, even in the open. You should also try to establish a
Masjid on what Allah has made legal to perform in it your five
daily prayers in application of the Islamic laws, and in keeping
away from what Allah has forbidden. It is Allih who grants
success. May He exalt the mention of our Prophet,
Muhammad, his household, and his Companions.

The Permanent Committee

The Final Hour will come to pass
when only Evil People will be on Earth

i\ We often hear that the Final Hour will not come to
== pass until Islam prevails on earth. But we also hear that
it will come to pass when there is no one who says La ilahah
illallah . How can we reconcile between the two statements?
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4) Both statements are correct. It is authentically reported
£&. that the Prophet £ said that the Final Hour will not
come to pass until ‘Isa, son of Maryam, whom Allah saved
from evil, comes down on earth, kills the Pseudo Christ, and
the swine, and breaks the cross. During his era, wealth will
become in abundance. He will waive the ]izyah,[” and accept
from people only Islam or the sword. Allah will abolish during
his era, all religions except Islam. Prostration will be to Allah
alone.

This indicated clearly that Islam during ‘Isa’s time, may Allah
render him safe from every derogatory thing, will prevail on
earth, with no other faith beside it. It is also authentically
reported that the Final Hour will come to pass while only evil
people are alive. Allah, the Exalted, will send a pleasant breeze,
after the death of ‘Isa, may Allah render him safe from every
derogatory thing, after the sun rises from the west. This breeze
will collect the soul of every believer, man or woman. After
which there will remain alive only evil people upon whom the
Final Hour will come to pass.

Ibn Baz

Was Isma‘il buried in Al-Hatim?

\ It is reported in biography books that Isma‘il, may
2 Allah exalt his mention, was buried in Al-Hatim, in
Makkah. If this is true, how can it be permissible to pray in
that place?

T &

*C,\ The claim that Isma‘il was buried in Al-Hatim is not
2 true, and an unreliable statement. Alldh is the one who
grants success.

The Permanent Committee

(1l Jizpah, the tax that is taken from the free non-Muslim subjects of a
Muslim government ; whereby they ratify the compact that ensures them
protection.
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The Purpose of including the Graves of the Messenger
# and His two Companions in Al-Masjid An-Nabawi

It is known that it is not permissible to bury people in
= mosques, and that praying in a mosque containing a
grave is not permissible. What is the purpose of including
the graves of the Messenger #£ and His two Companions in
Al-Masjid An-Nabawi?

It is authentically reported that the Messenger of Allah
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(The curse of Allah is upon Jews and Christians who turned
the graves of their Prophets into praying place )]

It is also authentically reported that ‘A’ishah mentioned that
Umm Salamah, and Umm Habibah, both told the Messenger
# about a church which they saw in Ethiopia, which
contained pictures. The Prophet & said:
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«Those people, whenever a pious man died among them, they
built a praying place on his grave, and posted in them those
pictures. Those are the most evil creatures in the sight of
Allah »?

Jundub bin Abdullah Al-Bajali said: “I heard the Messenger of
Allah £ saying:
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(1] Al-Bukhari no. 1330, Muslim no. 529, An-Nasa’i no. 704, Ahmad 5:
204 and Al-Muwatta no. 85.

(2] Al-Bukhari nos. 427, 434, 1341, Muslim no. 528, An-Nasa’i no. 705
and Ahmad 6:51.
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(Allah has taken me for a beloved, as he took Ibrahim for a
beloved. Were 1 to take a friend from my Ummah, I would
have taken Abu Bakr for a friend. Beware! Those who came
before you used to take the graves of their prophets and pious
people for praying places. Beware! Never take graves for
mosques, for I forbid you doing so !
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Muslim narrated that Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him,
reported that the Prophet # forbade plastering graves or
sitting on them, or building chambers on them.'”) These
authentic traditions all signify prohibition in taking graves for
mosques. Those who do so are cursed.

These traditions also indicate the prohibitioh of erecting
structures on graves, or building domes upon them, or
plastering them. Doing so is considered as means of Shirk, and
worshipping the people in those graves to the exclusion of
Allah.

This happened in the past and in the present. It is incumbent
on Muslims wherever they happen to be to beware of what the
Prophet #£ prohibited of constructing on graves, or building
mosques and domes on them, plastering them and lighting
them, or other things which the Prophet £ forbade. They
should not be deceived by what many people do, for a believer
must seek the truth at all times, and uphold it wherever he
finds it. The truth can be recognized by the proof from the
Book and Sunnah, not by opinions or deeds of men.

Neither the Messenger of Allah, nor his two Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, were buried in the Masjid, rather,

11} Muslim no. 532, Al-Hakim 2 :550.
[2] Muslim no. 970.
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they were buried in ‘A’ishah’s chamber. But when the Masjid
was expanded during the reign of Al-Walid bin Abdul-Malik,
the chamber was included in the Masjid towards the end of the
first century. This is not to be considered as including a grave
in the Masjid because neither the Messenger £ nor his two
Companions were transferred into the Masjid. It was only the
chamber in which they were buried that was included in the
Masjid for the sake of expansion.

Hence, no one should use this as a proof or an argument for
the permissibility of erecting structures on graves, or building
mosques on them or burying people in them, as indicated by
the above mentioned authentic traditions that prohibit doing
so. Moreover what Al-Walid did does not constitute an
argument to be used against the established Sunnah of the
Messenger of Allah £z. It is Allah Who grants success.

Ibn Baz

The Meaning of: ‘I would be his hearing with which he
hears, and his sight with which he sees.’

x@ What is the meaning of the statement made by Allah,
= the Exalted, in the Sacred Hadith:

S Soo o2 S8, 0
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«And if I love him, I will be his hearing with which he hears,

and his sight with which he sees, and his hand with which he
assaults, and his leg on which he walks.»

continues doing so, Allah, the Exalted, will love him, and
support him in everything he does. When he hears, Allah helps
him hear the best only, and accept only the truth and shun
falsehood. And when he sees with his eyes or heart, he sees by
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light from Allah, thus to be guided by Allah with penetrating
insights, by the support and suecess from Allah. He sees the
truth as truth, and falsehood as falsehood. And when he
assaults; he assaults with power from Allah in support of the
truth. And when he walks, his walking would be only in

obedience to Allah seeking knowledge, or fighting in the cause
of Allah.

In general, all his internal and external actions are
accomplished by guidance and power from Allah, the Exalted.

Thus, it is clear that there is no proof in the above Hadith of
the indwelling or incarnation of Allah in His creatures, or His
union with any of them. This fact is also clarified by the
statement which occurs at the end of the above Hadith, in
which Allah says: '

T (T TR FRUP S CO S

GleV i 85 ke Sl gy
«...and if he asks Me, I will ??ive him; and if he seeks My
protection I will protect him »P'1

In other versions, it is mentioned that Allah, the Exalted, says:

SRS |
bal g e
(So by Me he hears, and by Me he sees?] etc.

It is obvious that the opening statement of the Hadith
indicates clearly that there are a supplicant and the
supplicated, and protection seeker and a protector. This Hadith
is similar to another Sacred Hadith in which Allah, the Exalted,
says: )

o3l e T 8 e, L o~
«L_Si“)"”("bwf L_g.).,o»

(O my servants! I was sick but you did not visit Me 2"

(11 Al-Bukhari no. 6502.
(2] See Fathul-Bari 11:418.
(3] Ahmad 2-404.
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In each of these Hadith, the opening statement is explained by
the concluding statements. Those who follow their whims,
they adhere to allegorical texts and turn away from self-
explanatory texts, and stray away from the right path. Allah is
the one who grants success. May. Allah exalt our Prophet
Muhammad, his household, and Companions.

The Permanent Committee

‘The Recitation of Al-Fatihah on Graves

\ Is it permissible to recite Al-Fatihah, or any other parts
2 of the Qur'an for a dead upon visiting his grave? And
will this benefit him?"

It has been authentically reported that the Prophet i
_¢3= used to visit graves, and pray for the dead with
supplications which he taught his Companions, and they
Jearned them from him. Of such supplications:

w\

Con

|

5 G5 ¢ Gmabaddls a3l )L.U\ &‘ r_iiLé gyl.w»
FeA] rﬁj i el | rﬁ:

(As-Salamu Alaikum, O people of this place, believers and
Muslims, and we will - if Allah wills - follow you. We ask
Allah safety for ourselves and yourselves ]

E
P

It has never been authentically reported that the Prophet &
recited a chapter from the Qur’an, or Verses, for dead people;
although he used to frequent their graves. Were this to be
legitimate, he would have done it and instructed his
Companions to do it, out of desire for the reward and mercy to
his Ummah, and out of fulfilling the duty of conveying the
message to the Ummah. Allah describes him saying:

ChF RE Ul G e i pek Gy

(1] Muslim no. 975.
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R YA ALY p%—h
{Surely, a Messenger has come to you from among
yourselves, grievous to him is that you should fall into

trouble; and he is desirous of your welfare; and
compassionate and merciful to the believers 3"

Since he did not do that when there was a reason for him to
do so, then it is a proof that this practice is illegitimate. His
Companions, may Alldh be pleased with them, realized that,
and followed his suite. They were content by supplicating for
dead people when they visited their graves. It has never been
authentically reported that they recited Qur’anic chapters for
dead people. Hence, reciting the Qur’an is an innovation. It
has been authentically reported that he said:
G5 58 & I Gk Gl s it g
(He who innovates in our affair a ritual which does not
belong to it, it shall be rejected ™!

The Permanent Committee

Are Hinduism, Buddhism, and Sikhism religions?

e There was a show on TV about the world of nature.
=2 This session was about India. In the introduction of the
program, the host said: “Truly, India is called the land of
religions. In it we find the Hinduism, Budhism, Sikhism,
etc.”

I want you to explain to me the following:
* Are the religions which the host mentioned true religions?

* Are they revealed and sent by Allah?

U Ae-Tawbah 9:128.
[2] Al-Bukhari no. 2697 and Muslim no. 1718.
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A Anything people uphold and a way of worship is called a
<&, religion, even if it is false such as Hinduism, Buddhism,
or atheism, Judaism, Christianity, or any other false religions.
Allah says in Surah Al-Kafirun:

€You have your religion and we have ours.p!"]

He called what the idolaters worship as a religion. But Islam is
the only true religion. Allah says:

4 Verily, the (true) religion with Allah is Islam .p[?!
And He says:

P b oo Pral e Rtld Pl

@Eﬁféﬁju&ﬂu\sb:r—l—d\ﬁéuw)

| | 5
¢And he who seeks a religion other than Islam, it will not be
accepted ;rom him, and in the Hereafter he will be among the
losers . p!>]

And Allzh says:

‘%Lﬂ; (’Yq\ :{J W)) 6“) kG }’/B VL :{J gﬂi r;.‘\%"
4This day, I have perfected your religion for you, and

completed My fuvor upon you and have uccepted for you
Islam as religion .3!*

Islam is to worship Alldh alone, obey His commands, refrain
from whatever He forbids, do not cross the limits set by Him,
and to believe everything Allah and His Messenger said about

UV ALKafirun 109 :6.
(2} Al “Tmran 3:19.
(3] Aal Tmran 3 :85.
) ALMa’idan 5:3.
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what was and what will be ‘in the future. None of the false
religions is revealed, nor approved by Allah. Rather, all of them
are innovated. Islam is the religion of all the Messengers. It is
only their laws that are different. Allah says:

Ugis s Kous Ky

£To each of you we ‘have assigned a law and
methodology .3

The Permanent Committee

Standing up to salute a Dead Ruler

when an Arab head of state dies, some Muslim states close
down businesses and lower their flags from the mast for
days. Is this permissible, knowing that wailing the dead is
not permissible, and what they do is worse than that?

:x What some people do, standing up silent for a perlod of
r—l time to mourn martyrs or prominent figures or in honor
of their souls, and lowering flags, are all abominable, and
innvoations, that were not practiced during the lifetime of the
Prophet #, nor his Companions, nor the Pious Predecessors.
Neither do these things agree with the requirements of Tawhid,
or the sincere magnifying of Allah. Some ignorant Muslims
pick these practices from the disbelievers emulating their
horrible customs, and their exceeding the limits in revering
their heads of states and prominent figures, dead or alive. The
Prophet #z forbade copying the disbelievers.

It is known that Islam regards the rights of its adherents such
as supplicating in favor of the dead Muslims, giving charitable
gifts on their behalf, remembering their good deeds, refraining

() ALMa'idan 5:48.
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from mentioning their shortcomings, and many other manners.
All of which are rights due upon the living Muslims towards
their deceased brethren. Standing in silence saluting martyrs or
dignitaries contradicts the fundamentals of Islam. May Alldh
exalt the mention of our Prophet, his household, and his
Companions.

The Permanent Committee

Charitable Gifts on behalf of the Deceased "

@ What is the reward a deceased would receive when
¥ charitable donations are given -on his behalf? Would
such donations be added to his record of good deeds?

o\ Giving charitable donations on behalf of a deceased is
o= legitimate, whether the donation is in money or kind, or
by supplication in his favor. Abu Hurairah, may Allah be
pleased with him, said that the Prophet £& said:

53 e,

i;ﬁ)% u‘" Y\ das ws éa.m\ 631 u;\ S \J\»
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(When a son of Adam dies, his deeds seize to continue except
for three things; charity with continuous effect, beneficial
knowledge, or a pious son who supplicates in his favor s

The general meaning of this Hadith signifies that the reward of
charity does reach the deceased. The Prophet # did not
specify whether such charity was stated in the will of deceased
or not. Therefore, this Hadith applies to both cases. While the
word ‘son’ in the Hadith is not specific, for their are many
authentic traditions that signify the legitimacy of supplication
in favor of dead people. Just as the funeral prayer and
supplication for them is legitimate while visiting graves. Hence,

(1) Muslim no. 1631, Abu Dawud no. 2880 and At-Tirmithi no. 1376.
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it does not make a difference whether the charitable donation
is given by a close or a distant relative of the deceased.

The Permanent Committee

Seeking Blessings from Graves

Is it permissible to stand or sit by a grave for
supplication in favor of the deceased?

N

%\ The purpose of the legitimate visitation to graves is to
&, get a lesson, remember death and heed, not for seeking
blessings from the buried. When one enters a cemetery, he
should greet the dead saymg

NI ‘MB il S )u.m th r,<:1; A
«wL’J\ V'Q’ §an ol cu}a>’>U r‘“

«As Salamu Alaikum, O people of this place believers and
Muslims, and we will - if Allah wills - follow you. We ask
Allah safety for ourselves and yourselves )

One may also recite other supplication in favor of the dead
that are recommended by the Prophet . But he should not
ask the dead people to fulfill his needs, seek relief or benefrt
from them.

Supplication is an act of worship which must be dedicated to
Allah alone. There is no harm, however, in standing or sitting
by the grave while supplicating, but not for seeking blessings or
taking rest. Graveya‘_rds are not resting places or residential
areas for people to sit in. It is legitimate to stand by the grave
right after burial to supplicate in favor of the buried asking
Allah to confirm him and forgive him. It is authentically
reported that whenever the Prophet #& burled a dead, he
would stand by his grave and say:

(] Muslim no. 975,
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(Ask Allah's forgiveness for your brother, and ask Him to
make him %we firm answers, for right now he is being
questioned .

The Permanent Committee

Figurines as Decorations

\ What is the ruling on decbrating homes with figurines
that are not kept in houses for the purpose of worship?

% It is not perm1331ble to post pictures, nor keep taxidermy
&2 or stuffed animals in homes or offices as implied by the
authentic traditions of the Prophet #£ that indicate the
prohibition of posting pictures or keeping statues or figurines
in homes or elsewhere. Displaying figurines and posting images
are conducive to Shirk, and imitating the enemies of Allah, and
competing with Allah in terms of creation. Stuffed animals are
also a waste of money, and a pretext of posting or keeping
statues. The perfect Islamic law leaves no excuse for means
which leads to Shirk or sinful practices.

The Permanent Committee

Swearing by the Prophet i

L&, ¥ or any other creature. It is from the prohibited
polytheistic practices. The Prophet £ sald
5

(Cuad ;wb XH Cilsg Y6 LaJL> 08 Lo
(1] Abu Dawud no. 3221, Al-Hakim-1:370 and Al-Bayhagi 4 :56.
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(He who has to take on oath, let him swear by Allah or keep
silent it '

He also said:

«5/”& ok T2 :\j;‘d” 07 T - ey
s bl 5 il G

«(He who swears by other than Allah, commits an act of
disbelief or Shirk )2

There are other traditions also to that effect.

Imam ‘Abdul-Barr, may Allih grant him mercy, reported that
the people of knowledge are unanimously agreed that swearing
by other than Allah is not permissible. The Muslims should
beware of doing so, and should repent to Allah from swearing
by other than Allah. One should also repent from all other sins
which he did in the past, adhere to the truth in expectation of
the generous reward which Allah has, and out of fear of His
anger and punishment. It is Allah Who grants success.

The Permanent Committee

Should We believe that Medical Doctors know
what is in the Wombs

y Under question and answer column in a certain
4 magazine, they alleged that it is man who decides the
gender of the fetus. Is there anyone other than Allah who
knows the unseen? What is the ruling on this issue?

male, perfect or deformed, and so on. No one else other than

Allah can do that. He says:

(1 Al-Bukhari no. 2679 and Muslim no. 1646.
[2]° Abu Dawud no. 3251 and At-Tirmithi no. 1535.
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.i ~r

41t is He Who fashions you in the wombs as He wills. There
is no true God except He, the Mighty, the Wise 3]

And He says:

}/// _\ L/j ‘)A P ”// })’/ z)ajy\ u///
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4¢To Allgh belongs dominion of the heavens and the earth.
He creates what He wills. He gives females to whoever He
wills and males to whoever He wills. Or He gives them
twins of males and females, and makes whoever He wills
barren. He is the Knower, the Powerful. pl2!

Allah, the Exalted, is the only Proprietor of the heaven and the
earth. It is up to Him to create whatever He wills, and fashions
the fetus in the womb as he likes, it be male or female, perfect
or deformed, beautiful or ugly, or any other fetal conditions.
He is alone, not a partner nor anyone else, Who does so.

A claim that a husband, a doctor, or a philosopher can decide
the sex of the fetus is groundless. All the husband can do is to
wait for his wife’s fertility period to have intercourse with her,
for the hope of pregnancy. He may have what he wants

fulfilled by the decree of Allah. Pregnancy may not take place
for one reason or another, or due to a blockage in the fallopian

tubes or infertility. Or it may be that Allah wants to test the
endurance of his slaves.

This means that material means themselves have no effect on
the case; rather they work by the Will of Allah.

(1] Aal Imran 3:6.
(2] Ash-Shura 42 :49-50.
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Fertilization is a thing belonging to the universal Will of Allah,
and the human can only do the action with the Will of Allah.
As for the disposal of the affairs, the formation, and the
arranging of the causes, all are restricted to Allah alone. He
who contemplates the conditions of people, their claims and
lies out of ignorance and excessive estimation of modern
sciences, surely exceeds the limits in trusting the material
means. He who evaluates the matters properly will be able to
distinguish between what is restricted to Allah alone, and those
which Allah allowed the creature to do through His Decree.

The Permanent Committee

The Number of Messengers and Prophets

‘_ﬁ What is the number of the Prophets and Messengers?
=2 And if we do not believe in some of them because we
do not know them, does this constitute disbelief on our
part? How many Books did Allah reveal?

"c,\ It has been mentioned in a number of Prophetic
L&, traditions that the number of Prophets is 124,000,
among whom were 313 Messengers. It is also reported that
there were 8,000 Prophets. Such traditions are mentioned in
the book of Ibn Kathir, Tafsir Al-Qur’an Al-Athim, at the end of
Surah An-Nisa’, where Allah says:
O i § 52y
4...and Messengers we did not mention to you .3

The traditions under this subject, although they are numerous,
are not all authentic. It is better in this case not to speculate
their number.

It is the duty of the Muslims to believe in those whom Allah
and His Messenger £ mentioned by name in particular, and to

U1 Ap-Nisa’ 4:164.
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believe in all of the rest of them in general. Alldh has
condemned Jews for making distinction between some
Prophets and others. He describes them saying:
> A " % - or o4 ))//
Qe &=l gann badp O
¢And they say, ''We believe in some and disbelieve in
others."p!!] '

We believe in every Prophet and every Messenger Allah sent in
a certain period of time; but we also believe that his laws were
applicable for his own people and time.

As for the number of the revealed Books, it is mentioned in a
long Hadith which is reported by Abu Tharr who said that
there were 104 Books. Ibn Kathir quoted it in his commentary
on the above mentioned Verse. Only Allah knows how
authentic are such traditions. Allah mentions by name the
Tawrah, the Injil, Az-Zabur, the Suhuf of Ibrahim and Musa.
Therefore we believe in them and believe there are many
Books of Allah which we do not know, but it is sufficient for us
to believe in them in general.

Ibn Jibreen

The Ruling on the Celebration of
the Prophet’s Birthday: Al-Milad

\ Is it lawful for the Muslims to celebrate like ‘Eid, the
2 remembrance of the Prophetic biography on the 12th
nlght of Rabi® Al-Awwal in the Masjid, on the occasion of
the Prophet’s birthday without interrupting the work of
that day? We have differed over the topic. It was said it is a
good innovation, and others said it is a bad innovation.

It is not p’ermissible for the Muslims to celebrate the
=. birthday of Prophet £ on the 12th night from Rabi‘ Al-

£

U Ap-Nisa’ 4:150.
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Awwal or any other time. Because the celebration of the Milad
is an innovation in the. religion. The Prophet £ never
celebrated his birthday in his lifetime, and he was the one who
brought us this religion, and the one who conveyed the laws to
us. He never ordered anyone to do that, neither did the Well-
Guided Caliphs after him nor his Companions nor those who
faithfully followed them during the virtuous generations. So it is
known that it is an innovation about which the Prophet £ said:
“:3 }g.a ) &“‘j TS L:fj i Saaf Sy
(Whoever innovates in this matter of ours, that which is not
from it, shall have it rejected L

Its authenticity is agreed upon, and in one of the versions
recorded by Muslim, as well as one that Al-Bukhari mentioned
without a complete chain - yet in a manner that indicated his

approval:

5538 0l gl . Sie Jue oo

(He who does a deed which is not from this matter of ours
(religion), it shall be rejected )"

Milad is not something that the Prophet £ ordered, rather it
was introduced into the religion by people of the later

generations, thus it is rejected. The Prophet & used to say in
his Friday Khutbah:

s 0 -
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GG a;.L Jsj 6o ,jﬂw
«The best of speech is the Book of Allah, and the best of

Quidance is the guidance of Muhammad (i), and newly
invented matters are misguidance /!

() Muslim no. 1718.
(2 Muslim no. 1718.
(3] Muslim no. 867 and Thn Majah no. 45.
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An-Nasa’i included in his narration:
o LW B
«QL;J\ o dds I8y

wand every misguidance is in the Fire )!]

The celebration of Milad should be replaced with studying in
mosques and schools the events associated to his birth from
his Seerah (biography) during the ignorance era and in Islam.
There is no need to celebrate his birthday, which is not
legislated by Allah, nor by His Prophet, and-has no legal proof.

Ibn Baz

Taking Money for Reciting the Qur’an is
not Permissible, while it is Allowed for Teaching it

lﬁ Some of those who memorize the Qur’an in Morocco,
W carn their living by reciting it. Whenever there is a
banquet they attend to read the Qur’an without
contemplating its meaning nor respecting its recitation.
They attend such parties only to collect money and
charitable gifts from people who seek their blessing. After
collecting these gifts, they divide it amongst themselves
while poor people do not receive anything from it.

What is the ruling of Islamic law on this charity which they
collect and divide amongst themselves, and the recitation
which they use? I read that the Prophet ££ said:

ke a5 sl p Sle A8 il e A Qe o
tHe who uses the Qur'an to earn his living, will come on the
Day of Resurrection with bony face.»

i.e., no flesh on it. Is this Hadith authentic? And What is
the meaning of the following Verse:

(1] An-Nasa’i no.1579.
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4 & il Sl T 5P
4Say, "I do not ask you for a reward.”3?*]

First, the recitation of the Qur’an is a sheer ritual, and a
Z2, means of seeking nearness to Allah. The Muslim is
supposed to fulfill these rituals for the sake of Allah, and His
reward. One should not expect a reward nor appreciation from
fellow humans.

It was never reported that the Pious Predecessors hired
someone to read Qur’an in their parties. Nor was it reported
that the scholars ordered or even permitted it. Nor was it
reported that one of them charged money for reciting the
Qur’an neither in joyful occasion nor otherwise. Rather, they
read the Book of Allah being desirous of what He has prepared
for them.

The Prophet #£ ordered the reader of the Qur’an to ask Allah
by it, and warned him against begging. At-Tirmithi narrated in
his Sunan that ‘Imran bin Husain passed by a preacher, who
after he finished preaching started begging. ‘Imran said: I
heard the Prophet £ say:

P L ° °f @ - “ B0 17,2, Foz @
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(Whoever recites the Qur'an should petition Allah by it, for
there will come a people who will recite the Qur'an and then
ask the people (for money for it) )1

As for taking money for teaching it, or reading it for healing or
for the purpose of benefiting others is permissible according to
authentic Hadiths. Of such is the Hadith of Abu Sa‘id when he
took a herd of sheep for healing somebody by reciting Surah
Al-Fatihah. And the Hadith of Sahl when the Prophet #&

D S4438:86.
(2] A¢-Tirmithi no. 2917 and Ahmad 4 :432.
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married a man to a woman and considered her dowry teaching
her the Qur’anic chapters the man memorized.

Therefore, he who charges money for reciting the Qur’an, or
hires people to do so, opposes the consensus of the Pious
Predecessors, may Allah grant them mercy.

Second: The Qur’an is the Speech of Allah, its superiority over
the human’s speech is like the. superiority of Allah over His
creatures. It is the best formula of remembrance. He who
recites it must observe its recitation’s etiquette, that is to listen
quietly, and contemplate its meaning, and not to disturb the
listeners. Allah, the Exalted says:

5 @ 655 K 10 4 ASSE SGAT e iy
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§When the Qut'an is being read, listen and keep silent that
you may be granted mercy. And remember your Lord in
your mind with humility and fear, not with loud voice in the
morning and evening, and be not of the heedless.3'"

Third: People are of different levels of minds and
understanding. Every responsible Muslim must know what is
necessary in the religion and the Islamic rulings according to
the ability to understand, and time availability, for himself to
apply and to teach others. The very first thing one must
understand and care for is the Book of Allah. Whatever he
does not understand from it, he should seek the help of Allah,
then consult the scholars, for Allah does not overburden a
slave beyond his capacity. k

Being unable to understand the Qur’an after trying his best, he
should not stop from reading it, for then there would no blame

on him. The Prophet £ said:

U1 ALAraf 7:204-205.
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(He who 1is expert in reciting the Qur'an will be in the
company of honorable, obedient angels, while he who reads
the Qur'an with difficulty shall have double reward )M

Fourth: It is permissible for a poor person to take from charity
that which suffices him and his dependents, but if he is
charging money for reading the Qur’an, or for preaching, or
giving such monies for the hope of receiving blessings, or for
asking them to supplicate for him is not permissible. This was
not the practice of the Muslims during the first three
generations for whom the Prophet £ vouched for their merits
and excellence.

Fifth: The meaning of:

A,

A0 b ol (T T Jip
€Say : "I do not ask you a reward.” >

Allah, the Exalted, commanded His Messenger Muhammad £
to tell his people that he is not seeking rewards or money for
conveying to them what was revealed to him from his Lord,
and his calling them to worship Allah alone, and the rest of
Islamic laws. Rather, he was commissioned with the role of
delivering and clarifying the obeying of his Lord, seeking His
pleasure, and expecting reward from Him alone.

Thus to eliminate from the minds of the polytheists the
suspicion that the Prophet # called them to follow him
coveting for wealth or position, he clarified that he invited
them to the truth purely for the sake of Allah.

This was the case of all the Messéngers, may Allah exalt their

) Muslim no. 798, Tbn Majah no. 3779 and Ahmad 6:98, 170, 266.
(2] AL Furgan 25 :57.
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mention. They never asked for reward from people for
preaching them.

As for warning against earning living by the Qur’an, it is
already mentioned in the first paragraph of the answer.

And as for the question about the punishment for doing so,
such a person will come on the Day of Resurrection without
flesh on his face. This is certainly a severe threat served to
anyone who begs for no valid reason, whether by reading the
Qur’an or otherwise. ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar reported that the
Prophet #£ said:

((r.;J :L;:,:: 4.@.>—j J L)"’j; @) éi; g;'; ;._é.}.;ii ﬁw\ 3\;\?»

(One of you would keep begging until he meets Allah,
without a piece of flesh on his face M}

In another version he said:

iy 2 ods wah g b = e dl o dgw

«One would keep begging so that on the Day of Resurrection
he would come without a piece of flesh on his face .)*!

Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, said that the
Prophet £ said:
ang 5 Jeads nas dleg W s it i al e
WWhoever asks (begs) from people to increase his wealth, he in

fact would be asking for live coal. So let him take more fire or
less 0]

So whoever asks people by the Qur’an, the Hadith of ‘Imran

(1 Muslim no. 1040 and Ahmad 2:15,88.
(2] Al-Bukhari no. 1474 and Muslim no. 1040.
(3] Muslim no. 1041, Ibn Majah no. 1838 and Ahmad 2:231.
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bin Husain applies to him if he is poor. But if he is rich then
all the threatening of the above-mentioned Hadith applies to
him. As for the wording of the Hadith which you quoted in
your question, we do not recognize its authenticity. And Allah
knows best.

The Permanent Committee

Did the Messenger £ commission ‘Ali as a Caliph?

)} What is the ruling on people who allege that the
. Messenger # recommended Ali for caliphate? And they
say that the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them,
plotted against him?

A bThis allegation is not known to be made by any Muslim

report. On the contrary, there are many proofs indicating that
the caliph after the Prophet £ was Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, may
Allah be pleased with him and with the rest of the Prophet’s
Companions.

Although the Prophet £ did not explicitly declare, or stipulate
it, yet he issued orders to that effect. He ordered Abu Bakr to
lead prayer during the day of sickness. And when the issue of
caliphate was mentioned in his presence, he emphasized:

‘ G Lﬁ i‘ :ingji.!\j i Lﬁ;»
(Allah and the believers disapprove of anyone other than Abu
Bakr o1

It was for this reason the Companions including Ali, may Allah
be pleased with them, gave Abu Bakr their pledge of loyalty
after the death of the Prophet #££. They all unanimously agreed
that Abu Bakr was their best. It is also authentically reported
that ‘Abdullah bin Umar, may Allah be pleased with them,

t1] Al-Bulchari no. 7217.
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said that the Companions used to say during the lifetime of
the Prophet £&: “The best of this Ummah after its Prophet, is
Abu Bakr then ‘Umar then ‘Uthman,”l") and the Prophet £
approved of that. It is also authentically reported that ‘Al
may Allah be pleased with him, used to say: “The best of this
Ummah after its Prophet is Abu Bakr, then ‘Umar.”t?! He also
said: “Anyone who prefers me to them I shall flog him bemg
considered as a slanderer.”

‘Ali never claimed that he was the best of the Ummah, nor did
he claim that the Messenger #£ recommended him for the
office of caliphate, nor did he assert that the Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, plundered his right. When
Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with her, died, ‘Ali gave his
pledge to Abu Bakr for the second time to emphasize his first
pledge. He also wanted to prove to people that he was with the
assembly of Muslims, and had no grudge for Abu Bakr, may
Allah be pleased with them all.

When ‘Umar was stabbed, he left the decision of appointing
his successor, to six of the ten Companions whom the Prophet
# testified that they will be admitted into Paradise, and ‘Ali
was one of them. He did not object ‘Umar’s arrangement
during the latter’s life nor after his death, nor did he claim that
he was the most deserving of them all.

How then could anyone dare to forge a lie against the
Messenger of Allah £ alleging that the Prophet &
recommended Ali for the office of Caliphate? When neither
‘Ali claimed nor any Companion claimed it on his behalf.
Rather the Companions were at unison on the validity of the
caliphate of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, and ‘Uthman. ‘Ali
recognized this and participated with them in Jihad,
consultation and other duties. Then the Muslims were also in
unison over which the Companions were in unison.

(1] Al.Bukhari no. 3655.
(2] Al-Bukhari no. 3671.
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Hence, it is not permissible after this for any person, or any
sect, be it Shiites or otherwise, to claim that Ali was
recommended for the office, and that caliphate of those who
preceded him was false. Neither is it permissible for anyone to
say that the Companions plundered Ali’s right. Such a
statement is most false, and constitutes evil suspicion and ill
thinking of the Companions of the Messenger of Allah
including ‘Ali. May Allah be pleased with them all.

Allah has exonerated the Ummah of Muhammad £ and
guarded it against being in unison over falsehood. It is
authentically reported that the Messenger of Allah & said in
numerous traditions:

o, f . 277 /:"
Guysaa ol be 48 IV

(A group from My Ummah shall remain adhering to the
truth, victorious

It is impossible that the best and the most honorable
generations of this Ummah be at unison on falsehood, that is,
the caliphate of Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman. No one who
believes in Allah and the Final, would make such allegation,
nor would make it a person who possesses minimal
understanding of Islam.

Ibn Baz

No Praying in Graveyards

contains a grave, or graves. I defeated them by using the
clear and authentic proofs. But they said: “Where did
‘A’ishah pray after the Prophet died? And was his grave in
the house or outside?” They also said: “How could the

(1] A¢-Tirmithi no. 2192 and Ibn Majah no. 6.
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Prophet # with Companions pray in Al-Masjid Al-Haram
where Hajar, the wife of Ibrahim, and other Prophets were
buried?” Is it true that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with
her, prayed in her room after the death of the Prophet #,
and the fact that the graves of Hajar and Ibrahim and other
Prophets are in Al-Masjid Al-Haram?

4\, It is authentically reported in Al-Bukhari and Muslim
&, that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said that
the Messenger of Allah # said in his death sickness:

- Lo L% L 82 AcE PR PRI T TAR ¢
«J;}-L;..A r_g;\.::a‘)jiﬁ ‘j..\}r_:‘ LSJL‘*Q‘."H} 5)@ :.U‘ OJJ))

«The curse of Allah is upon Jews and Christians who turned
the graves of their Prophets into praying place )]

‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said: “He was warning
against what they do. Had it not been for that he would have
raised his grave, but he hated it to be taken as a mosque.” In
another version: “But it was feared that it would be taken as
mosque.” And in the narration of Bukhari: “But I fear that it
would be taken for a mosque.”!?!

With this we know that it is not permissible to pray in
mosques that include graves, and building them is unlawful. As
for the inquirer’s question, “Where did ‘A’ishah pray after the
Prophet #£ was buried in her room, or whether his grave is
inside or outside her house?” The answer is that ‘A’ishah was
of those who narrated the traditions that signify the
prohibition of taking graves for mosques. This indeed reflects
the wisdom of Allah, the Exalted. Hence we know that she did
not pray in the room which contained the graves. Had she
prayed in it, she would have opposed those traditions that she
reported, and that would not befit her. As to whether Hajar or
some Prophets are buried in Al-Masjid Al-Haram, we do not

(1 Al-Bukhari no. 1330 and Muslim no. 531.
(2] Al-Bukhari no. 1330.
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know any proof of this assertion.

The Permanent Committee

Did the Prophet £ meet the Jinn?

"’6,;\ Yes, it is authentically reported that the Prophet #z told
£LZ, this to his Companions and showed them their tracks.

Read what Ibn Katheer wrote in his Tafszr in his comment on
Surah Al-Ahqaf:

B S5 Gadl 53 0F dd) T 5y

4¢And remember when We sent to you a party of the Jinn to
listen to the recitation of the Qur'an !

In Surah Ar-Rahman and Surah Al-Jinn, you will find the answer
in detail. »

The Permanent Committee

Ipblis lives among Us till this Day

6 Is Iblis - may Allah curse him - still alive? Or did he

= die? Do the Jinn bury their dead like humans?

Allah mentions in the Qur’an that Iblis (Satan) asked
—‘TF Allah for respite, and Allah has given to him. Allih
quotes Iblis’ request saying:

v
N\

e\
\

o\

TER

€O Allah keep me alive until the day they will be
resurrected. Allah said, ''Verily you are of those who will

UV ALAhgaf 46:29
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until the known Day." 3"

Therefore, he will live until the known Day, which is the Final
Day when he will die.

As for the Jinn, they are spirits that do not need bodies, and
they die too and are buried accordingly. We do not know how
they look, how they die, nor how they are buried. They are not
like humans. Allah knows best.

Ibn Jibreen

What is Sorcery

\ Is sorcery real?

¢\ Yes it is real. The sorcerers worship devils and obey
&, them, and the latter help them accomplish what they
want. Allah has given the devils the ability to do strange
things.

Ibn Jibreen

Tawassul'”! to Allah through Pious People

\ Is it permissible for a Muslim to seek nearness to Allah
2 through Prophets and pious people? 1 have read an
opinion of some scholars that there is no harm in Tawassul
through to Allah. And I read contradicting opinions by

other scholars. What is the ruling of Islamic law on this
issue?

9\ Al-Waliy is he who believes in Alldh and fears him by
£&, fulfilling his commands and refraining from his
prohibitions. Allah says:

() ALHijr 15:36-38.

2 ..
(2] Tawassul, gaining access to, or a means of nearness.
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4Verily, the Awliya' of Allah shall have no fear, nor shall
they grieve. Those who belicved and used to fear Allah
much .yt

Tawassul or seeking nearness to Allah through Awliya’ is of
different Idnds:

First: when someone requests a living Waliy to supplicate Allah
to make his provisions ample or to heal him or to ask him to
guide him to the right path. All of which is permissible just as
some Companions requested the Prophet & to supplicate
Allah for rain, and he did so, and Allah responded to his
supplications, and they were rained. Under this kind to the
case when the Companions of the Prophet #£ requested Al-
‘Abbas during the caliphate of ‘Umar asking him to supplicate
Allah for rain, which he did, and the Companions were saying:
“Aameen.” Such took place during the lifetime of the Prophet
#& and after his death. It is also permissible for a Muslim to
request his Muslim brother to supplicate Alldh on his behalf,
to receive a benefit or waive a harm.

Second: is to call on Allah, beseeching Him through the love
which he holds for his Prophets £ and obedients to him, and
through the love which he holds for the Awliya’ of Allah, by
saying: “O Allah! I ask You by the love which I hold for Your
Prophet, and by following him and by the love which I hold
for the Awliya’ of Allih, give me this or that.” This is
permissible because it is a form of Tawassul from the slave to
his Lord through his good deeds; just as the case of three
people who were trapped in a cave by a rock which blocked
the caves mouth, and they begged Allah to relieve them,
making Tawassul through their good deeds.

(N Vius10:62-63 .
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Third: to ask Allah by the homage and prestige of His Prophet,
or any of His Awliya’, saying: “O Allah! I ask You by the
prestige of Your Prophet or the prestige of Al-Husain,” for
instance. Such is not permissible, for although the prestige of
the Awlipa’ of Alldh is great, particularly the prestige of our
beloved Prophet Muhammad #, but it is neither legitimate
nor normal means for Allah’s response to supplication. It is for
this reason the Companions refrained from making Tawassul
through the prestige of the Messenger of Allah #&, when they
needed rain, rather they sought it by the supplication of his
uncle Al-Abbas, even though the prestige and the honor of the
Prophet & is above anyone else’s. It was never known that the
Companions may Alldh be pleased with them, made Tawassul
through the Prophet # after his death, bearing in mind that
they were the best of generations who recognized the right of
the Messenger.of Allah £ best and loved him most.

Fourth: is when the slave asks Allah to fulfill his needs,
adjuring Allah by His Wali, Prophet, or by the right of his
Prophet and Awlipa’ such as saying: “O Allah! I ask You, by
Your Wali so-and-so, or by the right of Your Prophet #£.” It is
not permissible to demand something from a creature through
swearing by other creatures. Likewise there is no right for a
creature to demand from Allah swearing by His creatures. This
is the fact which is supported by evidences with which the
Islamic creed is safeguarded, and with which the gates to Shirk
are blocked.

The Permanent Committee

The Ruling of the Statement: “Whenever Health Care
increases, Death Rate decreases.”

i) I have read in an article published in a magazine the
= following statement: “There is no doubt - as previously
explained - that the better the medical care becomes, the
lower the death cases become, and the population
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increases.”

Although medical care is an effective cause for physical
health, and disease resistance, but it does not interfere with
the limited man’s life span whose term is restricted to Alldh
Who says:
. I

A O 5 R0 Spkn ¥ AT A gy
4And when their term comes to an end, neither can the]y delay
it nor can they advance it for an hour (or a moment) !

Hence, I would like to know whether medical care does
extend life span as the writer of the article claims. If what
he claims is not true as proven by the Verse above, then
please clarify.

~ Allah has already foreordained the cause-and-effect
Z&, principle for His creatures by making one thing the result
of another, such as procreation being the result of intercourse
and the growth of crops the result of planting seeds in the
earth and watering them, and burning as the result of fire, and
soaking or wetting by water and other such causes and effects.

Allah, the Most High, says:

4

TP W s

§And We have sent down from the rain clouds water in
abundance, that We may produce therewith corn and
vegetation and gardens of thick growth 3]

(1} ALA7ap7:34.
2] AL Anbiya’ 21 :30.
B3] An-Naba® 78:14-16.
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And He says:

- ’/"
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¢And We send down from the sky blessed water, then We
produce therewith gardens and grain for harvests and tall
date palms, with ranged clusters, a provision for (Allah's)
slaves, and We give life therewith to a dead land. Thus will
be the resurrection of the dead .3

And He says:
’rii },2 :‘./ :Ae;::) ‘_4) ('{/..);3 " g\.:_“/"JT :y: )(// jj/\g
. % / 2% ro .u/)/ Y /;l: ‘}; L:;j)

4¢And He caused rain to descend on you from the heaven, to
clean you thereby and to remove from you the Rijz
(whispering, evil suggestions etc.) of Satan and to
strengthen your hearts, and make your feet firm
thereby 3> :

Ja\l\ &

These Verses and their like mention physical causes along with
physical and immaterial effects which Allah has bound
together, making the former a cause of the latter. All of these
are from Allah’s creation, by virtue of His Decree and
Predestination. IHere immaterial things result from them
although He is Able to create such results without causes. It is
His Way, however, to create the former from the latter - the
wisdom of which is known only to Him. He, the Most High
says:

- P .
wa;uéf’f&\,ug;\&s%

z "

1) Qaf50:9-11.
(2) AL-Anfal 8:11.
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4(This is) a Book, the Verses of which are perfected (in every
sphere of knowledge etc.) and then explained in detail by
One Who is Most Wise and Well-acquainted (with all
things), (saying:) "‘Worship none but Allah. Verily, 1
(Muhammad &) am from Him unto you and a bringer of
glad tidings." And (commanding you): ''Seek the
forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to Him in repentance,
that He may grant you good enjoyment, for .a term
appointed, and bestow His abounding Grace to every owner
of grace (i.e. the one who helps and serves the needy and
deserving, physically and with his wealth, and even with
good words). But if you turn away, then I fear for you the
torment of a Great Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection). pll]

His Prophet Hud, upon him be peace, preached to his people:

’/7 [ /)

. > 2
bhas (’é:‘l‘ Al gus 4 B 5338 ‘));—Lv-w' 1 a5kl
) 2 B ¥ p@'f Jy 55 e

§And O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord, and then
turn to Him (in repentance): He will send you (from) the
sky abundant rain, and add strength to your strength: so do
not turn away as Mujrimun (i.e. criminals, disbelievers in
the Oneness of Allah). p[2]

And He says, concerning His Prophet Nuh, upon him be
peace, and his preaching to his people:

Y

- 2 7//
)._.L\) fji)b af Lasa u\ i f;«.: j:.)u S Y

) Hyd 11:1-3.
2] pred 11:52.
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b=
z

25N &

< ¢ ;: o
40 my people! Verily, I am a plain warner to you that you
should worship Allah (Alone), fear Him and obey me. He
will forgive you your sins and give you a tespite fo an
appointed term. Verily, the term of Allah, when it comes,
cannot be delayed, if you but knew 3!

—

And He, the Most High says, concerning His Messengers (may
peace and blessing be upon them all) and their preaching to
their peoples that they said:

SIS QI (R BN SR P (I e A 3

L NG I R Py A RO =
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4Their Messengers said: Is there a doubt about Allah, the

Creator of the heavens and the earth? He calls you (to

Monotheism and to be obedient to Allah), that He may

forgive you your sins and give you tespite for a term
appointed .31 '

Allah, the Most High also mentions that a number of the

hypocrites said about their brothers who were killed in the
battle of Uhud:

408 ¢ B Ui B¢ 5
4If they had stayed with us, they would not have died or
been killed 311

So He, the Most High commanded His Messenger
Muhammad £ to say to them:

Lo PV Y el O I A . BA Z
Qremmtin § J Lede S8 G 508G 6 38 9%

() Nk 71:2-4.

2} Iyranim 14:10.

(3] Aal ‘Imran 3:156.
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4Even if you had remained in your homes, those for whom
death was decreed would certainly have gone forth to the
place of their death.y"]

So He has made it clear that the taking of life is guaranteed,
and that the death would occur by virtue of that decree, not
before its time, nor without a cause.

It is also authentically reported that the Prophet g séid:

«WJMV;J Ly o% @))Jamul@\w»

Whoever would like that his means of sustenance_ be
expanded for him or that his age be extended, then he should
maintain the womb (family ties) )=

Based upon this, (we may say that) “medical care is an
effective cause for physical health and disease resistance”, as
the questioner said, but by Allah’s Permission and within His
Knowledge. He made that care a cause that produced an effect,
and He organized its effects by virtue of His Command and
His Decree in accordance with His Knowledge. '

So it is clear from this that the causes are a factor in the
effects, since Allah has made for them a cause, and since He,
the Most High has commanded us to undertake the necessary
measures in the hope that Allah will arrange the desired
effects, not for their own sake nor because of any independent
influence on the results, but because Allah has given them an
influence. And if Allah had wished to deprive them of their
intrinsic qualities, He would do so, such as when He deprived
the fire of its attribute (of heat) and so it did not burn His
Friend, Ibrahim, upon him be peace, instead, it was cold and
safe for him; and His removing the flow and ability to drown
from the sea, so that Musa, upon him be peace, and his people
were able to pass in security and safety. Yet He returned those

(1] Aal ‘Imyan 3:154.
[2] Al-Bukhari no. 5985, Muslim no. 2557, Abu Dawud no. 1693.
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attributes to it when Pharaoh and those with him passed,
thereby drowning them. So the effects are subject to their
causes, according to (Allah’s) Command and Ordainment.
Even the time of death, whether it be later or sooner is related
to whether one is careful or careless, in accordance with Allah’s
Knowledge. Therefore the statement of the questioner that
health care has no part in the matter of the time of one’s death
is not absolutely correct, for it has a role in it as has already
been explained.

May peace and blessmgs of Allih be upon our Prophet
Muhammad and upon his family and Companions.

The Permanent Committee

The Ruling on Giving Charity and Reading the Qur’an
for the Living and for the Dead

Is it permissible for a person to give charity on behalf
, of his parents while they are still living and may he
recite the Qur’an on their behalf, and if so, is the intention
for one of them, to give charity or recite, sufficient?

o\, It is permitted to give charity on behalf of one’s parents
ZL&, or others, whether living or dead and the intention made
in the heart is sufficient. If he were to say aloud: “O Allah!
Accept this charity on behalf of my parents”, there would be
no harm in that. And it is a part of the Sunnah to supplicate
for one’s parents, relatives and (all of) the Muslims and to ask
forgiveness for them and such like.

As for reciting the Qur’an for them so that they might receive
the reward of it, many scholars allow it, but it has not been
transmitted (from the Prophet # or the Companions) and
therefore no regard should be paid to this. The majority of
scholars prohibit it because of the absence of narrations
supporting it. But if one does it occasionally, then no one

h i 1 of it.
should express:dlsapprova of it Ibn Jibreen
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~ The Ruling on Selling Amulets and Talismans

All praise be to Allah and may peace and blessings be upon His
Messenger and upon all his famlly and Companions. As for
what follows:

The Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Legal
Rulings read the following question from His Excellency, the
Undersecretary of the Ministry of the Interior, to His
Eminence, the Director, the text of which is as follows:

“The aforementioned presents to the Government of
2 the District of Riyadh an application for permission to
sell amulets and talismans in the market, as the Board of
Ordering Good and Forbidding Evil has requested him to
obtain a permit from your Excellency, once the applicant
has satisfied the rules and conditions laid down to protect
citizens from exploitation. I request by this communication
of ours that you will look into this matter and determine
whether it is possible to grant permission for those who
tulfill the conditions laid down in this matter.

With salutations to Your Excellency."’

The Committee replied as follows:

A verdict has already been given prohibiting the writing
2. of the Qur’an, or Prophetic sayings or the like on such
thmgs as paper or dishes and then covering them with water
which is then drunk by a sick person, hoping to be cured of his
illness. This practice - according to what we know - has not
been confirmed from the Prophet #, nor from the Well-
Guided Caliphs, nor from the Companions, may Alldh be
pleased with them. And all goodness comes from following his
guidance #, the guidance of his Caliphs what the rest of his
Companions followed, may Allah be pleased with them.

What follows is the text of that verdict:
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The Prophet #£ permitted incantations from the Qur’an, from
words of remembrance (of Allah) and from supplications, so
long as they did not contain Shirk or words whose meanings
are not understood. This is based upon what was narrated by
Muslim in his Sahih, on the authority of ‘Awf bin Malik, who
said: We used to make incantations in the pre-Islamic
ignorance and so we said: “O Messenger of Allah! What do
you think of this?”” He said:

6 (500 B o6 26 e 1
(Show me your incantations; there is no objection to those
incantations which do not contain Shirk ./t

The scholars are in agreement that incantations are permissible
so long as they are in keeping with the above mentioned
criteria and so long as it is believed that they are a cause that
provides no result unless it be by the Decree of Alldh, the
Most High. As for hanging something around the neck or
attaching it to any part of the body, if it is not from the
Qur’an, then it is forbidden; indeed, it is Shirk, as it is narrated
by Imam Ahmad in his Musnad, on the authority of ‘Imran bin
Husain, may Allah be pleased with him, that: The Prophet &

saw a man who had-a brass ring on his arm. He asked him:
(ialey

(What is this?)

The man answered: “I am wearing it for cephalic weakness.”
He replied:

EABT G Al p5 E2 5 G865 (G35 Y] 305 Y Gl i

(Remove it, for it will not increase you in anything except
weakness, and if you should die while you are wearing it, you

(1] Muslim no. 2200 and Abu Dawud no. 3886.
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would never be successful W1

And Imam Ahmad also narrated on the authorlty of Uqbah
bin Amr may Allah be pleased with h1m from the Prophet &
that he said:

- ¢ % -

sy S desy GlE 1 Tk quwwu;;’
(Whoever wore an amulet, Alldh will not protect him and

whoever wore seashells as a talisman, Allah wlll not keep him
safe )2

It is also narrated by Imam Ahmad:

(751 A8 Al Gl He
«He who wears an amulet commits Shirk »3]

It is reported by Imams Ahmad and Abu Dawud on the
authority of Ibn Mas‘ud, may Allah be pleased with h1m that
he sa1d I heard Allah’s Messenger #& saying:

A S0 5815 S dp

«Verily, incantations, amulets and Tiwalah (spells) are all
forms of Shirk .t

If what is worn contains Qur’anic Verses, the correct view is
that it is also prohibited for three reasons:

1. Based upon the general understanding of the Hadiths of the
Prophet # which forbid wearing amulets, and there is no
evidence for any exceptions from this.

2. Prevention of harm, for it will lead to the wearing amulets
which do not contain Qur’anic Verses.

(1] 1bn Majah no. 3531 and Ahmad 4 :445.

(2] Ahmad 4:154 and Abu Ya'la no. 1759. See Majma‘uz-Zawa’id 5:103.
(3] Ahmad 4:154 and Al-Hakim 4:417.

(4] Ahmad 1:381, Abu Dawud no. 3883 and Ibn Majah no. 3530.
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3. That those things which are so worn will be subjected to
dishonor when a person answers the call of nature while
wearing it, or cleans his private parts, or performs sexual
intercourse and so on.

As for the practice of writing Surahs or Verses from, the Quran
on tablets, dishes or sheets of paper and then washing them in
water or saffron or other things and then drinking the wash
water, in the hope of receiving blessings, or an increase in
knowledge, or an expansion of wealth, or good health, or
vitality or the like, it has not been confirmed from the Prophet
% that he did such thmgs for himself or for others, nor that he
permitted it for any of his Companions, may Allah be pleased
with them, nor that he allowed it for his people, although the
reasons that might warrant that existed. Nor has it been
recorded in any authentic narration - to our knowledge from
any of the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, that
they did it or permitted others to do it. Based upon this, it is
better to abandon such practices and to do without them, in
favor of those incantations from the Qur’an and the beautiful
Names of Allah which have been endorsed by the Shari ‘ah!!]

and those remembrances of Allah and Prophetic supplications
and the like, which have been authentically reported and
whose meanings are understood and which are free from Shirk.

In this way one might draw nearer to Allih, the Most High
through the practice of what is legal, in the hope of attaining
reward and that Allah might relieve him of his sorrow, remove
his afflictions and bless him with useful knowledge. This is
sufficient, and whoever suffices himself with what Allah has
made legal for him, Allah will cause him to be needless of other
than that. And Allah is the Granter of success.

Based upon this, this man should not be given a license to sell
incantations or talismans; rather, he should be prevented from
selling them. And may peace and blessings be upon our

U Spari‘ah - Tslamic law.
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Prophet Muhammad and upon his Companions.

Is Iblis an Angel?

Is Iblis, may Allah curse him, an angel or from other
2 than them? And if he is from other than them what is
the type of seclusion in Allah’s Words:

[y o Sl AT L5y
4All the angels prostrated themselves, except Iblis .yt ?

@ It should be known that the angels are creatures of Allah.
£=, He created them from light, they never disobey Him, and
do as He says. As for Iblis (Satan), Allah mentioned that he
was amongst the Jinn, Allah says: -

s sl e TR s 2t .
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 4... and when We said to the angels, prostrate yourselves to
Adam, they all did, except Iblis who was {rom the Jinn, who
transgressed the command of his Lord .31

Allah mentions in the Qur’an what Iblis said when He
commanded him to prostrate himself to Adam. He said:

Sroprs

€You created me from Fire, and You created him from
clay !t

As for the type of seclusion, in His Words:
€ 9!

U1 ALHijr 15:30-31.
(21 ALKanf 18:50.
131 Sad 38.76.
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§All the angels prostrated themselves, except Iblis. 3]

It is a separate seclusion, as one may say: “Everyone came
except for a donkey.” There are some people of knowledge
who say Iblis, may Alldh curse him, is an angel, except that he
disobeyed Allah, the Exalted, and insisted on being
disobedient. Iblis deserved the curse of Allah till the Day of
Requital.

The Permanent Committee

Asking the Soothsayers and Sorcerers is Unlawful

@ My father was mentally ill, and the period of his
= sickness lengthened, which included going back and
forth from the hospital. Some of my relatives told me to go
to a woman who knew a cure for mental illnesses. They also
said: “Give your name only, and she will tell you what his
sickness is and what the appropriate medicine is.” Is it
lawful for us to go to this woman?

Ay \ This woman and her like, are unlawful to go to, ask, and
£&, believe in, because she is of the soothsayers, and
sorcerers, who claim the knowledge of the unseen, and use the
Jinn to help them in the cures and their claims. It is

authentically reported that the Prophet £ said:

G Gedl 3o o Jaa oo B8 s bi%e g1 B
(He who visits a fortuneteller and consults him, no prayer of
his would be accepted for forty days %!
It is also authentically reported that the Prophet & said:
J.é Jj\ e };5 i ‘3}:5 W BAsb Cals jI L:\:,,E uj S

Z
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M 44 38:73-74.
2] Muslim no. 2230, Ahmad 4 :68 and 5 :380.
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(He who visits a fortuneteller or a seer and believes him, has
certainly denied what was revealed to Muhammad (i) )t

The traditions in this meaning are many. Your duty is to warn
those people who go to them, and not to ask them nor to
believe in what they say, and’ to report them to the authorities,
so that they can be punished with what they deserve. For if
you do not report them to the authorities, much destruction
shall be made, and some weak people may fall to them, by
asking and believing them.

The Prophet # said:

Vj QL‘) L«;L...L.‘! éa..w (,J QU o.,\:.; ’;:.:.\l.e \;ﬁ ;..;.\.a 6b u_,a))
«ul.w\il W\ JJ} c‘\...l.n...e é-:\e;w

(f anyone of you sees something ewl he should change it by

his hand ; if he is not able to do so, then with his tongue; and

1f he is not able to do this, then with his heart, and this is the
weakest of faith.) (2]

Indeed reporting them to the authorities is of the means to
stop an evil by your hand, and is working together on good
deeds.

Ibn Baz

The Ruling on Swearing by the Prophet &

It is the habit of some people to swear by the Prophet
L £ or other created beings and it has become
commonplace and they do not think anythlng of it. What is
the ruling in this regard?

(1 Abu Dawud no. 3904, At-Tirmithi no. 135, Ibn Majah no. 639 and
Ahmad 2:408, 476.

(2] Muslim no. 49, At-Tirmithi no. 2172, Ahmad 3:49, 52-54 and An-
Nasa’i no. 5011.
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) Swearing by the Prophet £ or any other created being is
&, a great evil and it is a forbidden, polytheistic practice. It
is not permissible for anyone to swear by other than Allah
Alone. It has been reported by Imam Ibn ‘Abdul-Barr, may
Allah have mercy on him, that there is a consensus on the
prohibition of swearing by other than Allah, and the
forbiddance of this and that it is'a form of Shirk, has been
authentically reported from the Prophet #g such as the
narration in the Two Sahihs,'') which states that the Prophet
£ said: ' , ;

_..v\
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(Cane)

-

«Verily, Allah forbids you to swear by your fathers, so
whoever swears, should swear by Allah or be silent 2]

In another narration, he said:

2 £
|

(CSed S

..he should not swear except by Allah, or he should be
51lent (3]

Abu Dawud and At-Tirmithi reported, with an authentic chain
of narrators that the Prophet £ said:

z

TJLSM&U.N@;LL»

BT
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«Whoever swore b{/ other than Allgh, has commltted an act of
disbelief or Shirk »'*

And it is authentically reported from him £ that he said:

D Sanih Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim .

2] Muslim no. 1646, At-Tirmithi no. 1534 and Ahmad 2 :7.
131" At-Tirmithi no. 1534 and Abu Dawud no. 3251

(4] Abu Dawud no. 3251.
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oy o Ul ik o
(Whoever swore by Al-Amanah,"™  he is not one of us )}

The Hadiths on this subject are numerous and well known. It is
an obligation upon all Muslims to swear only by Allah, for it is
not permissible to swear by other than Allah - whoever it
might be, based upon the above-mentioned Hadiths as well as
others. It is an obligation for any who is in the habit of doing
this to beware of it and to forbid his family, companions, and
others from doing it. This is because the Prophet £ said:

AINIRPHIAR RN B P ¢ \Jsﬁ,s“db Lo
((QLQ""Y&‘W‘ s..lé:_g ci\:ln:aéz...i

(f anyone of you sees something evil, he should change it by
his hand ; if he is not able to do so, then with his tongue; and
if he is not able to do this, then with his heart, and this is the
weakest of faith )%

Swearing by other than Allah is a form of minor Shirk,
according to the previous Hadith, but it may be a type of major
Shirk if the one who swears believes in his heart that the
created being upon whom he swears has the right to be
glorified in this manner as it is Allah’s Right. Or, if he believes
that it is permissible to worship him instead of Allah, or any
other such idolatrous beliefs. We ask Allah that He bless all of
the Muslims with protection from this, and that He grant
them knowledge of their religion and safety from what angers
Him. Verily, He is All-Hearing, Ever Near (to all things).

Ibn Baz

(1] Al-Amanah : Trust.,
(2] Abu Dawud no. 3253.
(3] Muslim no. 49, Ahmad 3:49, 52, 53, 54 and ‘An-Nasa’i no. 5011 ..
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The Ruling on Seeking Payment
for Reciting the Qur’an

M

5y We see in many Muslim countries the practice of
= hiring a person to recite the Qur'an. Is it permissible
for. the reciter to take money for reciting the Qur’an, and is

the one who pays him sinning by so doing?

%Y Reciting the Qur'an is a sincere act of worship and a
&, means by which the worshipper draws closer to his Lord.
The purpose behind the Muslim doing this, and other sincere
acts of worship, is to seek Allah’s Pleasure and to obtain a
reward from Him. No created being should expect to receive
reward or thanks for it. For this reason, it was not known that
the righteous Salaf (1} would hire people to recite the Qur’an
for the dead or for marriage celebrations or parties. It is also
not reported from any of the Imams of the religion that they
ordered this or permitted it. Nor is it reported that any of
them ever took any reward for reciting the Qur’an, rather they
used to do so seeking reward from Alldh, the Most High. The
Prophet # ordered the one who recited the Qur’an to petition
Allah by it and he warned against petitioning people with it.

At-Tirmithi narrated in his Sunan on the authority of ‘Imran
bin Husain, may Allah be pleased with him, that he passed by
a reciter who read, and then asked (for money). He turned
back and said: I heard Allah’s Messenger £ say:

- 30 o
!
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(Whoever recites the Qur'an should petition Allah by it, for

there will come a people who will recite the Qur'an and then
ask the people (for money for it) 2]

(1] Salaf : The pious early generations of Muslims.
(2]’ A¢-Tirmithi no. 2917 and Ahmad 4:432.
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As for taking money for teaching it or for making incantations
with it, which benefits other than the reciter, its permissibility
has been proven by authentic Hadiths, such as the Hadith of
Abu Sa‘id, may Allah be pleased with him, who accepted a
part of a sheep as a payment for curing someone by reciting
Surah Al-Fatihah. There is also the Hadith of Sahl, may Allah
be pleased with him, about the woman the Prophet married to
a man (for the dowry) that he teach her what he knew of the
Qur’an: So whoever accepted payment simply for reciting the
Qur’an or hired people to recite the Qur’an has contradicted
the Sunnah and what has been agreed upon by the rlghteous
Salaf, may Allah be pleased with all of them. :

The Péermanent Committee

The Appearance of Mahdi

Y\ What is your opinion about the promised person, Al-
2 Mahdi? Are there Prophetlc traditions to verify his
future appearance?

\ There are numerous traditions that are reported by the
£&, leading authorities in the science of the Hadith
(Prophetic traditions) verifying the advent of the expected
Mahdi, the Pseudo-Messiah and the Messiah. Certain signs
will precede his advance; the most significant of which is that
he will make justice prevail on earth after the prevalence of
injustice and tyranny. It is not permissible today for anyone to
allege that a certain person is the Mahdi until his signs that
the Prophet #£ foretold have appeared such as the one
mentioned above.

The Permanent Committee
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Seeking the Prophet’s Aid and Supplicating Him

\ 1. Is the Prophet & alive in his grave leading corporeal
2 life, or a Barzakh!'! life that is void of duties and
obligatory functions; for the Prophet # said at the point of
death:

N1 gt réj)l»
(O Allah, let join the Supreme Company »*)

Or his honorable body lies in the grave while his soul is in
the Supreme sphere pending the Day of Resurrection to
join his body?

93 1. Our Prophet, Muhammad £ is alive in his grave
<=, leading a Barzakh-life enjoying therein the pleasure on
account of what he had accomplished in this world. His soul
however, does not join his body in order to lead a life like that
before his death, nor does it join his body to lead a life like
that of the world-to-come. It 'is rather a Barzakh life, which is in
between the past, and the future life. Hence it is known that
he died just like the Prophets and the other humans who died
before him. Allah, the Exalted says:

DAl 30 &3 Gl I 25 o A s )

4And We have not granted eternal life to a human before;
then is it that when you die they live for ever?3L®!

And He says:

N T I U YRy
SRNG5S &5 4% o

§All that is on it will perish, and there will remain the Face

(1] Barzakh is the barrier between this life and the Day of Resurrection. It
includes the events that occur in the grave.

(2] AL-Bukhari no. 4436-4440.
(31 AL-Anbiya® 21 :34.
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of your Lord, the Possessor of majesty and nobility 3!
And He says:

Y] rrj O iy
§You certainly will died and they will too.3'*]

All of the above along with a host of other textual proofs
indicate that the Prophet £ is dead. Besides, His Companions
washed him, performed funeral prayer for him and buried him.
Were he to be leading a life such as ours, they would not have
buried him as other dead people are buried.

Moreover, Fatimah, his daughter, may Allah be pleased with
her, requested a share of her father’s estate because she was
certain. that he died just as the Companions were certain of
that fact. But Abu Bakr told her that the Prophet are not to be
inherited from, and because the Companions were
unanimously agreed to choose Abu Bakr as a caliph after him.
Were the Prophet £ to be alive, they would not have selected
a caliph after him. This means that they were at unison with
regard to his death.

On the other hand, many afflictions took place before and
during the reign of both ‘Uthman and ‘Ali and afterwards, and
yet they never went to his grave to consult or seek his advice
or solution. Were he to be alive as he was before his death,
they would have definitely consulted him for their.dire need of
someone to lead them out of their afflictions.

\ 2. Does the Prophet #£ hear those who supplicate him
= by his grave, or the salutation that are recited as
indicated by the Hadith in which he said:

(e L;;; e &Ié J/\Jp e

U Ay-Rahman 55:26-27 .
(2] AzZumar 39 :30.
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(He who supplicates for me by my grave I hear him»?!]
Is this Hadith authentic, weak or fabricated?

¢\, 2. Normally, dead people do not hear the living humans,
L&, or their supplications. Allah says:

s200

il G ot AU

4Nor do you make those in the graves hear.}

[2]

Neither the Book nor the authentic Sunnah provides a proof
to the contrary. It is authentically proven however that only
the salutations of those who salute do reach him. It is alike
whether they happen to be by his grave or elsewhere. It is
reported that once the great-grandson-of ‘Ali bin Abi Talib,
may Allah be pleased with them, saw a man enter an enclosure
beside the grave of the Prophet £ and supplicated. He forbade
him to do so, and said to him: Shall I tell what I heard my
father saying that my grandfather, the Prophet £ said:

o b e BT T d,/ s 35 . 2o 5. - oZ ’f‘.’u:’
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(Do not hold my grave as a ritual site. Nor turn your homes

into graveyards, and ask Allah to exalt my mention, for your
salutations reach me wherever you may be ot

As for the Hadith:

i 3 e o Jn
«(He who supplicates for me by my grave I hear him )™

It is a weak Hadith. As for the Hadith recorded by Abu Dawud
with a Hasan chain of narration from Abu Hurairah, may Allah

(1] Al-Bayhaqi in Shu‘abul-Imdn 2:218, no. 1583.

(2] ALFatir 35:22.

(3] Abu Dawud no. 2042, Ahmad 2 :367 and Abu Ya‘la no. 469.
(4] Al-Bayhaqi in Shu'abul-Imdn 2:218, no. 1583.
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be pleased with him:
<4 ol GsE B PR R R S S AN S P
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(Whenever anyone salutes me, Allah returns my soul back to
me so that I return his salutation !

It does not clearly connote that he hears the one who is
saluting him. Rather it is possible that the Prophet £ responds
to the salutation when the angels convey it to him. Even if we
suppose that he hears the salutation, but this does not
necessarily mean that he hears the supplications and other
utterances. ‘

3. Calling and supplicating to the Prophet #& during
2 each and every need, and seeking his aid during
afflictions and suffering near his noble grave, or far away
from it; is this a form of vile Shirk or not?

7%\ 3. Supplicating to the Prophet #, calling upon him, and
&, seeking his aid after his death, to help with one’s needs
and remove discomort is major Shirk which removes one from
the religion of Islam. This is so whether that was done at his
grave or far away from it. This is like saying, “O Messenger of
Allah cure me,” or “return what I have lost,” etc.

4. What is the best form of salutation to recite by the
. Prophet’s grave, meaning;:

I RARPORERL AT S OALY

As-salatu was-salamu alaika ya Rasoolalldh,

or

«)/l; " J uiéj M: e J/Lé J.:a :,_éjﬂ»
Alldhumma salli ‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala aali Muhammad .
And is the Prophet #£ looking at a person who salutes him at

(11 Abu Dawud no. 2041.
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his noble grave? And has the Prophet £ stretched out his
noble hand from his grave to return the greeting of any of the
honorable Companions or noble Awliya™?

0

ol 4. A. According to what we know, there is rnothing

£2, reported from the Prophet # mentioning a particular
wording for prayers and salutations that should be said to him
at his grave. So it is permissible to say when visiting him, “As-
salatu was-salamu ‘alayka ya Rasoolalldh” whatever one wishes to
say similar to this may be said, and it is permissible to salute
him with the Ibrahimite salutation, saying, “Alldhumma salli
‘ala Muhammad...”

B. It is not reported in the Book nor in the authentic Sunnah
that the Prophet £ sees those who visit his grave, and the rule
is that the dead do not see unless there is an evidence from the
Book or the Sunnah to the contrary.

C. Another rule regarding the dead - a Prophet or otherwise - is
that they do not move in their graves to extend a hand or the
like. So what they say about the Prophet # that he extends
his hand toward some of those who greet him and says,
“Extend your hand so that I may embrace it” is not correct,
rather it is false, there being no foundation for it in what is
correct.

The Permanent Committee

The Ruling on Swearing by Other than Allah

) What is the ruling on swearing by other than Allah, is
2, it Shirk or not?

A Swearing by other than Allah, whether an angel, Prophet,
Z2, Walip,l' or any created being is forbidden. This is based

(1] Waliy: “A friend" meaning of Allah. It refers to any believer whom
Allah loves. It is also used by various deviant groups to refer to their
saints.
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upon the authentic Hadith of Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased
with him, that the Prophet £ saw ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab while
he was riding with a group of horsemen and he heard ‘Umar
swearing by his father. So the Messenger of Allah £ called out
to them:

i 58 o8 ol LS O g Je5 3 @1 5y
« 2 :/S 3% :&Lg ’./o:“]fr
Verily, Allah the Almighty and Majestic has forbidden you

from swearing by your fathers. Whoever swears, he should
swear by Allah or be silent "]

In another narration on the authority of him, it is reported
that the Messenger of Allah ££ said:

@l \H Jilss Y W 58 )

Whoever swears should not swear except by Allah >

The Quraish used to swear by their fathers and he & said (to
them):

TECERVEC
«Do not swear by your fathers »>!

These were narrated by Muslim and others. So the Prophet £
prohibited swearing by other than Allah, and a prohibition
normally means Tahrim,'*! indeed, it has been authentically
reported from him that he called it Shirk. ‘Umar bin Al-
Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, said that Allah’s
Messenger & said:

(1] Muslim no. 1646 and At-Tirmithi no. 1534.
2] Muslim no.1646.
3] Muslim no. 1646.

(4] Tahreem : To make something Haram (absolutely and strictly forbidden),
the performance of which is a sin, such as stealing, murder, fornication
etc.
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(3751 51 Jab Al Ogs e Ao was fa)
Saad 52t *

(Whoever swears by anything other than Allah, has
committed Shirk ™

And it is reported on the authority of Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be
pleased with him, that Allah’s Messenger £ said:

a1 5 8 5% A A Jds S
okl Bl ! e

(Whoever swore by other than Allah, he has committed Shirk
or disbelief )"

Scholars have interpreted this to mean minor Shirk, and they
said: It is a form of disbelief that is less than the major
disbelief which takes a person out of the fold of Islam, may
Allah protect us from that. But it is one of the greatest of the
major sins. This is why Ibn Mas‘ud, may Allah be pleased with
him, said: “That I should swear by Alldh to a lie is better to me
than that I should swear by other than Allah to the truth.”
This is supported by what Abu Hurairah reported from the
Messenger of Allah £, that he said:

S A TR AR g
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(Whoever among you swore by other than Allah, saying in
his oath: "By Al-Lat", should say: "La ilaha illalldh (none
has the right to be worshipped except Allah) and whoever said
to his brother : *'Come, and I will gamble with you" he should
give charity ™!

So he # ordered any Muslim who swore by Al-Lat to say
afterwards: “La ilaha illallah” to negate the swearing by other
than Allah, the belief in Whose Complete Oneness is

(11 Ahmad 1:47 and 2:34.
(2] Abu Dawud no. 3251 and At-Tirmithi no. 1535.
(3] Al-Bukhari no.6650 and Muslim no. 1647.
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obligatory. This is because of the glorification of other than
Allah, which results from ascribing to another what should
only be for Him - i.e. swearing by Him.

As for those Hadiths which contain swearing by parents, they
are from before its prohibition, in accordance with the customs
of Quraish in the days of pre-Islamic ignorance.

The Permanent Committee

Newly Invented Matters (in Religion)

What are “newly invented matters” and what is the

PP RO réu»
(Beware of newly invented matters !

This refers to every innovation people do in the religion of
Islam, whether that innovation is in belief or worship etc. All
of which is neither from the Book (of Allah) nor an established
Sunnah from the Messenger of Allah #2. Yet they take these
things as religious practice and beliefs, worshipping Allah with
them, claiming that that they are lawful when they are not.

On the contrary, such acts are prohibited innovations.
Examples include calling upon the righteous, be they dead or
the living who are not present. This includes taking graves as
places of worship, making Tawaf > around them, and seeking
help from their inhabitants, in the belief that they can
intercede for them with Allah, or lobby Him on their behalf in
order to have their requests granted or to relieve them of their
troubles. Honoring the birthdays of Prophets and righteous
people as holidays and celebrating on them. They perform

(1] Ahmad 4:125.
[

2] Tawaf: Circumambulation.
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deeds they claim will bring them closer to Allih - especially on
the day or the night of the birthday or even in that month.
There are many other such things, too numerous to mention,
be they innovations or. superstitions for which Alldh has
revealed no sanction and which have not been confirmed by
the Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger . Thus, it is clear from what
we have said that some of these newly invented matters are
Shirk, like seeking help from the dead and swearing oaths to
them. Others are simply innovations and do not reach the level
of Shirk, such as building over graves and making places of
worship over them, so long as excess therein does not lead to
actions which would be considered Shirk.

The Permanent Committee

The Ruling on Invoking Allah’s Mercy
on an Unrighteous Person

45) One of my relatives died and he was an unrighteous
¥ man throughout his life, although he did pray. So is it
permissible to invoke Allah’s Mercy upon him and to
supplicate for him after his death?

9\, It is permissible to supplicate for him and to invoke
L2, Allah’s Mercy upon him so long as he was a Muslim and
professed the Shahadatan'"! and he prayed and performed the
apparent rites of the religion. It is his right that supplication be
made to forgive his sins and the evil he committed, in the hope
that the supplication of the Muslim will be accepted and he
will have his sins erased.

Ibn Jibreen

(1 Shahadatan: The two testimonies : (i) that none is worthy of worship
except Allah and (ii) that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.
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The Ruling on Praying behind a Person
Who seeks Help from Other than Allah

1) Is it correct to pray behind one who seeks help from
= other than Allah saying: “Help us, O Ghawth, support
us O Jilani!”? And if I do not find another to pray behind,

then is it allowed for me to pray at home?

A It is not permissible to pray behind any of the people of
& Shirk, including those who seek help and support from
other than Allah. This is because to seek help from other than
Allah, such as the dead, idols, the Jinn and the like is to
associate partners with Allah, the Most High. As for seeking
help from the present living, who are able to do what you
request of them, there is no objection to this, for Allah, the
Almighty and Majestic says about Musa, upon him be peace:

ﬁééug\o o 6.,\!\ Jc aw o0 LS.A“ 5.:-:.:\;%"

«éﬂle man of his own party asked him for help against his
foe. yt]

So if you can find no Muslim Imam behind whom you may
pray, it is permissible for you to pray at home, but if you can
find a congregation to pray in the mosque either before or after
the Imam who practices this Shirk, you should pray with them.
And if it is possible for the Muslims to remove this Imam who
practices this Shirk, and replace him with a Muslim Imam, who
can lead the people in prayer, they must do so, because this is
a part of ordering the good and forbidding the evil and the
implementation of the Law of Allah in His earth - if it is
possible to do so without causing turmoil, as Allah says:

U‘E :’_;‘;:‘:3 QJ)-&JL / t ¥ ;U_,‘ rk_,gu w_,oﬁ_; :)_;-A_;ﬂv%’
¥

1 ALQuasas 28:15.
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4The believers, men and women are Awliya' (helpers,
supporters, friends, protectors) of one another, they enjoin
(on the people) Al-Ma'roof (i.e. Islamic monotheism and all
that Islam orders one to do) and forbid (people) from Al-
Munkar (i.e. polytheism and disbelief of all kinds and all
that Islam has forbidden) p!"!

The Prophet # said:
06 eslald ding 23 OB e R 1S A5 GT e
L1 Jansl 2055 oS alins

f anyone of you sees something evil, he should change it by
his hand ; if he is not able to do so, then with his tongue; and
if he is not able to do this, then with his heart, and this is the
weakest type of faith ‘ ' ‘

Ibn Baz

The Ruling on One Who judges by Other than what
Allah has revealed

Are those rulers who judge by other than what Allzh
¢ has revealed considered disbelievers, and if we say that
they are Muslims, then what can we say of Allah’s Words:

>0 At e 4% - Ao o 7 .
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4And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed,
such are the disbelievers.y?t>]

The rulers who judge by other than what Allah has
L&, revealed are divided into different categories, according
to their beliefs and to their deeds. One who judges by other

(1] At-Tawbah 9:71.

2] Muslim no. 49, At-Tirmithi no. 2172, Ahmad 3:49, 52-54 and An-
Nasa’i no. 5011.

B) AlLMa’idah 5:44.
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than what Allah has revealed, believing that it is better than
the Law of Allah, is a disbeliever by consensus of all the
Muslims, as is the one who judges by man-made laws instead
of the Law of Allah, and claims that this is permissible. As for
the one who judges by other than what Allah has revealed,
because he finds it convenient to do so, or because of bribery,
or due to enmity between him and the person being judged, or
any other reason, in the full knowledge that he is acting in
disobedience to Allah and that it is obligatory for him to judge
by Allah’s Law, he is considered to be one of the disobedient
ones and a perpetrator of a major sin and he has committed
minor Kufr (disbelief) and minor Thulm (wrong or injustice)
and minor Fisq (disobedience) as has been reported on the
authority of -Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him,
Tawoos and a number of the righteous Salaf. This is what is
well known to the people of knowledge. And Allah is the
Granter of Success.

Ibn Baz

It is Not Permissible to distinguish ‘Ali with the
Invocation ‘Alaihis -Salam’ (peace be upon him)

) I was looking through the subjects covered in the book
2 ‘Aqd Ad-Durar fee Akhbar Al-Muntathar’ ... in some of
the narrations attributed to ‘Ali bin Abi Talib, may Allah be
pleased with him, I find that they are written thus: “It is
reported on the authority of ‘Ali bin Abi Talib ‘Alaihis-
Salam (upon him be peace) that Allah’s Messenger £ said:
U5 w5 B BT G B4 5

«There will come forth a man from among my family with
nine banners.»

What is the ruling on using thi- expression, I mean: ‘Alaihis-
Salam (upon him be peace) o' the like for other than the
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Messenger of Allah gg?

the case of other Companions: Radhi Alldhu Anhu (may Allah
be pleased with him), Radhi Alldhu ‘Anhum (may Allah be
pleased with them) or: Rahimahullah (may Allah have mercy on
him). This is because there is no evidence for distinguishing
him by it. Likewise is the expression used by some: Karram
Alldhu Wajhahu (may Allah bless his countenance), there is no
evidence for using it, nor is there any reason to distinguish him
by it. It is best to treat him the same as the rest of the Well-
Guided Caliphs and not to apply any special words to him
which are not applied to the others, when there is no evidence
to support it.

Ibn Baz

The Ruling on One Who sacrifices to Jinns

“\ What is the ruling on one who grew up in his country
2 without knowing anything except prayer and the five
pillars of Islam and who implements them, but who
sacrifices to the Jinn and calls upon them in times of need,
without knowing that the Islamic law forbids it. Is he
excused because of his ignorance or not? And may it be said
to him: “You are a Mushrik”™! before the matter is made
clear to him?

to other than Allah, such as the Jinn, is major Shirk and takes
him out of the fold of Islam. Likewise, supplicating to them to
fulfill his needs is an act of major Shirk which also takes him
out of the fold of Islam. This is because both of these are acts

(1] One who commits Shirk or acts of polytheism.
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of worship which should be performed purely for Allih Alone,
and directing them to other than Allah is an act of major Shirk.
Allah, the Most High says:

LW w3 w - - <, 2
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€Say (O Muhammad): "Verily, my prayer, my sacrifice,
my living and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of the
'Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists). He has no
partner, and of this I have been commanded, and I am the
first of the Muslims."” Say: "'Shall I seek a Lord other than
Allah, while He is the Lord of all things?" "]

And He says:
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4And invoke not besides Allah any that will neither profit
you nor hurt you, for if you did so, you would surely be one
of the Zalimun (polytheists and wrongdoers). And if Allah
touches you with hurt, there is none who can remove it but
He; and if He intends any good for you, there is none who
can repel His Favor .3

And He says:

JEATgC it
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£ Therefore, tum in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice (to
Him only). y13

U A An‘am 6:162-164.
2} Yinus 10:106-107 .
Bl Al Kawthar 1082
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And the Prophet £ said:

(Allah's curse is upon the one who sacrifices to other than
Allah o™

If he should insist upon sacrificing to the Jinn and supplicating
them in times of need, he will be a Mushrik, guilty of major
Shirk and there will be no excuse for him because the proof
from the Book (of Alldh) and the Sunnah has been established
against him. It will be said to him: “You are a disbeliever,

Mushrik, guilty of major Shirk.”

The Permanent Committee

Does Life return to the Dead in the Grave?

All praise be to Allih and may peace and blessings of Allah be
upon the Messenger and upon his family and Companions. As
for what follows:

The Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Legal
Rulings read the following question addressed to the General
Director, the text of which is as follows:

) ‘I have heard the scholars of Islam saying that the dead

= person becomes alive in the grave and answers the
questions of the angels and that he is punished if it is clear
from his answers that he is a disbeliever and did not
practice Islam during the life of this world. As a novice in
the study of the fundamentals of Islam, I have not found
any clear evidence in the Noble Qur’an which proves the
examination and the punishment in the grave. Allah, the
Most High says:

> 370 /1 /)52_,/
oo 2t ey
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By Muslim no. 1978.
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&(It will be said to the pious:) O you soul in (complete)
rest and satisfaction! Come back to your Lord well-pleased
(with yourself) and well-pleasing (unto Him). Enter you
then among My honored servants and enter My
Paradise."p!1 ’

According to my weak understanding, the soul will return to
its Lord after leaving the body and I did not understand
that the soul will be with its body in the grave in a state of
ease and comfort. Allah also says:

ol (T oo G 1 ey

§They will say: ""Our Lord! You have made us to die twice
(i.e. we were dead in the loins of our fathers and dead after
our deaths in this world) and you have given us life twice
(i.e. life when we were born and life when we are
resurrected) " p1%!

I understand from this Verse also that death comes to us
twice: Once at the time of the sperm and once at the time
when the soul leaves the body. I also understand that life is
given to us twice: Once in the belly of the mother and once
at the time of Resurrection. I did not understand from the
Verse that it proves the questioning and. punishment in the
grave. Allah, the Most High says:

CE57 o £33 50 O 16D
4They will say : "Woe to us! Who has raised us up from our
place of sleep?" 1

This proves that the disbelievers are sleeping, and sleep in

(Y ALFajr 89:27-30.
(21 Ghafir 4011
Bl ya Sin 36:52.
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the grave would preclude punishment therein. Lastly, your
eminence, I hope that I receive a satisfactory answer from
you, as your replies always are.”

%\, Firstly: Just as proofs for legal rulings are derived from
<&, the Qur'an, so they are derived from the confirmed
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah #, his words and deeds and
those things of which he expressed approval, based upon the
generality of Allah’s Words:

‘_))-C:"IL;:C; e // z}) A j_,.»‘/}i) \, t_;%’
4And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad ) gives you,
take it, and whatever he forbids you abstain (from it). p!}

This is because he does not speak of his own desire, he only
legislates what is revealed to him from Alldh, the Most High,
as He, the Most Glorified says:

h B
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Bl 3
4Nor does he speak of his own desire. It is only an

inspiration that is inspired. He has been taught (this Qur'an)
by one mighty in power (Jibril). 3!

In general, obedience to him # and the law he brought is
evidence of belief in Allah and love of Him, Most Glorified be
He, the consequence of which is Allah’s love in return and
forgiveness from Him for those who obey him £g. Allah says:
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4Say (O Muhammad & to mankind): "If you (really) love
Allah, then follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism, and
follow the Qur'an and Sunnah), Allah will love you and

forgive you your sins. And Allah is Most Forgiving, Most

(1 A1 Hashr 59:7.
(2] An-Najm 53:3-5.
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Merciful "3

Allah, the Most High has commanded us to obey him #£ and
ruled that obedience to him is obedience to Allah. He, the
Most High says:

4Say (O Muhammad ): "Obey Allah and obey the
Messenger (Muhammad #£).” But if you turn away, then
Allah loves not the disbelievers . p!?)

He says:
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€0 you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger
and those among you who are in authority. And if you differ
in anything among yourselves, then refer it to Allah and His
Messenger, if you believe in Allah and the Last Day. That is
better and more suitable for final determination 3!

And He says:

L » ’//‘ //.’/’( ;- Z ool £ 4% 24l 4 a4 A P ’
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4He who obeys the Messenger has indeed obeyed Alldh, but
he who turns away, then We have not sent you (O
Muhammad 2) as a watcher over them ¥

There are other such Verses in the Qur’an which command

U Aal Tmran 331
2] Aal “Tmran 3:32.
(3] An-Nisa’ 4:59.
[4] An-Nisa’ 4:80.
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obedience to the Messenger £, accepting what he brought and
acting upon it. Thus, the confirmed Sunnah from him is a
valid source of evidence in matters of belief and action, just as
the Verses of the Qur’an are a valid source of evidence by
which legal rulings are confirmed, both clear and derived, in
conformity with the rules of Arabic language and the Arabs’
understanding of their language.

Secondly: The punishment of the disbelievers in their graves is
logical, quite possible, and there is evidence for its occurrence
in the Words of Allah. the Most High:
‘%/ L7 Y o Ao FNRd
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4¢And an evil torment encompassed Pharaoh's people: The
Fire - they are exposed to it morning and afternoon. And on
the Day when the Hour will be established, (it will be said to
the angels:) ‘'Admit Pharaoh's people to the severest
torment."”' p! 1 ‘

This is a clear proof of the punishment in the grave by the
Fire, since there will be no morning and afternoon on the Day
of Resurrection, and because Allah says, at the end of the
Verse: :

P T BT e i sl R 2 sy

¢And on the Day when the Hour will be established, (it will
be said to the angels:) ''Admit Pharaoh's people to the
severest torment.” !>

- this shows that there is an earlier punishment before the
Hour is established, which is that they will be shown the Fire.
This could refer to nothing but the punishment in the grave.
Likewise, Allah says:

UV Ghafir 40 :45-46.
(21 Ghafir 40 :46.
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€S0 leave them alone till they meet their Day, in which they
will sink into a faint (with horror). The Day when their
plotting shall not avail them at all, nor will they be helped
(i.e. they will receive their punishment in Hell). And verily,
for those who do wrong, there is another punishment (i.e.
the torment in this world and in their graves) before this,
but most of them know not.p!

This proves that the disbelievers will suffer an earlier
punishment before the establishment of the Hour. This is
general, covering the punishment which Allah may inflict upon
them in the life of this world and that which He will inflict
upon them in their graves, before they are resurrected to the
greater punishment. It has been confirmed in the authentic
Hadiths that the Prophet £ used to seek protection with Allah
from the punishment of the grave and he ordered his
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, to do likewise.
It has also been confirmed from him that after praying the
solar eclipse prayer, he addressed the people and ordered them
to seek refuge with Allah from the punishment of the grave.
He did the same three times in the Gharqad Graveyard while
he was digging a grave for one of his dead Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them. If the punishment of the grave
was not an established fact, he would not have sought
protection with Allah from it, nor would he have ordered his
Companions to do so. -

Regarding Allah’s statement:

20
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() At-Tur 52:45-47.
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§Allah will keep firm those who believe with the word that
stands firm in this world (i.e. they will keep on worshipping
Allah, Alone and none other) and in the Hereafter. And
Allah will cause to go astray those who are Zalimun
(polytheists and wrongdoers etc.) and Allah does what He
ZUlllS pl1

The Prophet #& made it clear that based on this, the believer
will be kept firm (in his faith) while the disbeliever will fail,
when each one of them is examined in his grave. He also
explained that the believer will be rewarded for his answer with
ease and comfort in his grave, and that the disbeliever will fail
(to answer) and hesitate, and he will be punished in the grave.
This will be shown shortly in the Hadith of Al-Bara’ bin ‘Azib,
may Allah be pleased with him. Also among the proofs of the
punishment of the grave is the narration authentically reported
in the Two Sahihs, on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah
be pleased with him, that the Prophet #£ passed by two graves
and said:

-7 a8 _F £
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«They (i.e. the occupants) are being punished, but they are
not being punished for a grievous sin. As for one of them, he
did not keep himself safe from being defiled by urine, and as
for the other, he used to carry tales.»

He then called for a fresh palm leaf and split it into two parts,
and planted them on each grave and said:

(§Feine ("S lege 'ﬁ"/f T
(Perhaps their punishment will be lightened as long as they

U Iorahim 14 27.
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remain fresh ot

Confirmation of the questioning and consequent ease or
punishment in the grave, according to the inhabitant’s beliefs
and actions, has been widely reported on the authority of the
Messenger of Allah £ to such an extent that it is not possible
to doubt it. No dispute in the matter is known from the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, and this is why
Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah confirm it. Among the narrations
which confirm it are those of Imam Ahmad in his Musnad, Abu
Dawud in his Sunan, Al-Hakim and Abu ‘Awanah Al-
Asfara‘eeni in their Sahihs, who report on the authority of Al-
Bara® bin ‘Azib, may Allih be pleased with him, that he said:
We were at a funeral in Al-Gharqad Graveyard when Allah’s
Messenger #% came to us and sat down, so we sat down around
him, as if there were birds upon our heads,?! Whlle he was
dlggmg and he said:

RN 1 e diy 32D
(I seek refuge with Allah from the punishment of the grave.)

three times, and then he said:
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«Verily, when a believing servant is close to the Hereafter and

[1]' Al-Bukhari no. 218, At-Tirmithi no. 70, Ibn Majah nos. 347 and 349.

12] This is an Arabic idiom meaning that they sat around him quietly and
attentively.
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about to leave the life of this world, the angels come down to
him, and their faces are (shining) like the sun, and with them
is a shroud from the shrouds of Paradise and embalming fluid
from the fragrances of Paradise, and they sit within range of
vision. Then the angel of death comes and sits by his head and
says: 'O you fine soul! Come out to forgiveness from Allah
and favor.’"

He #g said:
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(And it slides out as a drop (of water) slides out from a
water-skin, and then he takes it, but when he takes it, they
(i.e. the other angels) leave it in his hand only for the blink of
an eye. Then they take it and place it in the shroud and the

embalming fluid, and the aroma which emanates from it is like
the finest musk found on the face of the earth.)

He £ said:
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(Then they ascend with it and they do not pass by a single
group of angels without them asking: "“Who is this fine
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soul?"" They reply: "It is so-and-so, the son of so-and-so,
calling him by the finest names by which he was known in the
life of this world, until they reach the heaven. Then they ask
for permission for it to enter and the heaven is opened for it
(i.e. the soul), and the inhabitants of each heaven escort it to
the next heaven, until they arrive with it in the heaven in
which is Allah. Then Allah, the Almighty, the Majestic says :
“Write the record of My worshipper in 'Hlliyyin,™  then
return him to the earth, for I created them from it, and to it I
return them, and from it I will send them forth once again )

He # said:

«4:,13\ e d PRI ;;J\ 5o 05215 £

«Then the soul is returned to its body and then two angels
come to him and they sit with him and say to him: “Who is
your Lord?" He replies: "My Lord is Allah.” Then they say
to him: ""What is your religion?"’ And he answers: ''My
religion is Islam.”" Then they ask him: “Who is this man who
was sent to you?'' He replies: '"He is the Messenger of
Allgh.” Then they say to him: "What is your knowledge?"’
He says: "'l have read the Book of Allah and have faith in it
and I believe it."" Then a voice from the heaven calls: "My
servant has told the truth, so ﬁu’msh him from Paradise and
open up a door to Paradise.” :

He #& said:

(1. Tlliyyin : The Register in which the records of the rlghteous are kept.
See Al-Mutaffifin 83 :18-20.
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(Then the air and the fragrance of it come to him and his
grave is widened for him as far as he can see.)

He £ said:
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«Then a handsome man comes to him, adorned with fine
clothes and a pleasant aroma, and he says to him : “Rejoice at
what pleases you; this is your day, which you were
promised.”” He will ask the man : "Who are you? Your face is
that of one who brings goodness.” And he will reply: "'l am
your righteous deeds.”” He will say: 'O my Lord! Establish
the Hour, so that I may return to my family and my

property.”" )
He #£ said:
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(And verily, the disbelieving person, when he is close to the
Hereafter and about to leave the life of this world, angels come
down to him from heaven, their faces are black, with them is a
coarse piece of sackcloth, and they sit within his sight. Then
the angel of death comes and sits near his head and says: O
you wicked soul! Come out to wrath and anger from Allah!""»

He # said:
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(And it begins to spread out in his body and he (i.e. the angel
of death) pulls it (i.e. the soul) out like a skewer being
removed from wet wool. He takes it, and when he takes it,
they do not leave it in his hand for more than the blink of an
eye before they place it in that sackcloth and the most foul
smell found on the face of the earth emanates from it. Then
they ascend with it, and they do not pass by a single group of
angels without them asking : ''Who is this evil soul?’’ They
reply : "'So-and-so, the son of so-and-so,” calling him by the
most ugly names by which he was known in the life of this
world, until they reach the lowest heaven with it. Then they
ask permission for him to enter, but it is not opened for him .»

Then Allah’s Messenger # recited:
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¢For them the gates of heaven will not be opened and they
will not enter Paradise until the camel passes through the eye
of a needle (which is impossible)."p!"!
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«And then Allah, the Almighty and Majestic says: "'Write

U ALA%af 7 :40.
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his record in Sijjin'! in the lowest earth.”” And his soul is
cast down .»

Then he #& recited:
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€And whoever assigns partners to Allah, it is as if he had
fallen from the sky and the birds had snatched him, or the
wind had thrown him to a far off place.3'*)
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«Then his soul is returned to his body and two angels come to
him and they sit with him and say to him: "“Who is your
Lord?"" He replies: "'Ah! Ah! I do not know!"" Then they ask
him : ""Who is this man who was sent to you?'' He answers :
“Ah! Ah! I do not know!"" Then a voice from the heaven calls :
“He has lied!"" Furnish him with fire and open for him a door
to the Hell-Fire."" Then the heat of it and the wind of it come
to him and his grave is made so narrow for him that his ribs

L] Sijjin: The Register in which the records of the disbelievers and the
wrongdoers are kept. See Al-Mutaffifin 83:7-9.

(21 ALHajj 22 :31.



130 Fatawa Islamiyah

are displaced. Then a man with an ugly face and a foul smell
comes to him and says : "'Rejoice at what torments you; this is
your day, which you were promised.” He will ask: "'Who are
you, for your face is the face of one who brings evil?" He will
reply : "'I am your evil deeds.” So he will say : "My Lord! Do
not establish the Hour!" ! *

Thirdly: It is not beyond belief that the angels would question
the dead in their graves, the dead will answer them, and they
will receive reward, according to their deeds. Nor is it
inconsistent with Allah’s Magnificent Ability and the wonders
of His Universal Sunnah that He should reward the Believers
in their graves and punish the disbelievers in theirs. For
anyone who looks at creation, then he will clearly see the
universality of Allah’s Will and its implementation, the all-
pervasive nature of His Power, its perfection and the excellence
of His creation and the precision of His organization (of the
universe), His fashioning of His creation and how He has
made it easy for him (i.e. man) to believe in the authentic
narrations concerning the examination of those in the graves
and their (subsequent) reward or punishment. It has been
authentically reported in them that Allah, the Most High will
return the soul to the dead person after he has been buried - a
return which will leave him alive, living in Al-Barzakh,[?! in
between the life of this world and his life after Allah sends him
forth on the Day of Resurrection.

This life between the two lives (i.e. of this world and the
Hereafter) makes it possible for him to hear the questions and
answer them - if Allah grants him success - and to make him
feel the felicity (of Paradise) or the torment (of Hell). We have
already mentioned the Hadiths concerning this. And to Allah
belong all the affairs of His organization and His creation,

1] Ahmad 4:287, 288'and 295, 296.

(2] AL-Barzakh : The interval between the present life and the life of the
Hereafter.
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which human minds are incapable of encompassing due to
their limited capacity, nor can they change them, rather they
are controlled by their power. If you are unable to fathom the
reality thereof, or understand its scope or its vastness, then it
is an obligation upon man to attribute this to his own inability
to comprehend, rather than attributing it to an inability on the
part of his Lord’s Knowledge, His Wisdom and His Ability.

The Permanent Committee

Islam’s Position regarding Christians

All praise be to Allah and may peace and blessings of Allah be
upon His Messenger and upon all his family. As for what
follows:

The Permanent Committee for Scholarly Research and Legal
Rulings read the following question addressed to His
Excellency, the General Director, the text of which is as
follows:

) Allah, the Most High says:
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4And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never
be accepted of him !

And He, the Most High says:
CLAT A e i 3y
§Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam .3

up to the end of the Verse. And He, the Most High also
says:

U Aal “Dmran 3-85.
2} Aal “Tmran 3:19.
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¢Not all of them are alike; a party of the People of the
Scripture stand for the right, theg/ recite the Verses of Allah
during the hours of the night.. p!!

up to the end of Verse 115 of Surah Aal ‘Imran. And He, the
Majestic and Most High says:
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§Verily, you will find the strongest among men.. p?)
up to Verse 85 of Surah Al-Ma’idah.

Due to my work and close contact with some of my
Christian colleagues, it sometimes happens that discussions
take place regarding whether Islam accepts Christians. or
not? And what is the position of Islam regarding the
Christians? They draw evidence from the Qur’anic Verses
which I have mentioned above - as examples, not as
exhaustive references. In view of this, I request our eminent
scholars to give a satisfactory reply and I hope that the
reply will be simple and convincing, accompanied by proofs
and evidences and in a purposeful and instructive manner.
Also, are any of these Verses abrogated, as some Christians
advance the argument that some Qur’anic Verses contradict
others? All that persuaded me to write this letter was my
firm devotion to Islam and its people.

\ The fundamentals of the laws brought by the Prophets
&, and the Messengers are one. Allah revealed them and
sent down to them (i.e. the Prophets and Messengers) His
Books by which He charged the first of them with faith and
belief in the last, and (in) his aid and support, and He charged
the last of them with faith and belief in the first of them. And

O Al Tmran 3:113.
) ALMa’idan 582
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all that they brought from Alldh is called the religion of Islam.
Allah, the Most High says:
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$And remember when Allah took the covenant from the
Prophets saying : "'Take whatever 1 gave you from the Book
and Al-Hikmah (understanding of the Laws of Allah, etc.)
and afterwards there will come to you a Messenger (i.e.
Muhammad ) confirming what is with you, you must
then believe in him and help him." He (Alldh) said: “'Do
you agree (to it) and will you take up My Covenant (which
I conclude with you)?"" They said: '"We agree.” He said:
"Then bear witness; and I am with you among the
witnesses (to this).” Then whoever turns away after this,
they are the Fasiqun (rebellious: those who turn away from
obedience to Allah). Do they seek a religion other than the
religion of Allah (the true Islamic Monotheism -
worshipping none but Allah Alone), while to Him
submitted all creatures in the heavens and the earth,
willingly or unwillingly, and to Him shall they all be
returned? Say (O Muhammad): '"We believe in Allah and
in what has been sent down to us, and in what was sent
down to Ibrahim, Isma'il, Ishag, Ya'qub and Al-Asbat (the
sons of Ya'qub) and what was given to Musa, 'Isa and the
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Prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between
one and another among them and to Him (Allah) we have
submitted (In Islam).” And whoever seeks a religion other

than Islam, it will never be accepted {‘ him and in the
Hereafter, he will be one of the losers Pt

And He, the Most High says:
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€The Messenger believes in what has been sent down to him
from his Lord and (so do) the believers. Each one believes in
Allah, His Angels, His Books and His Messengers. They
say : ""We make no distinction between one and another of
His Messengers Sl

And He says:
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4And in their footsteps We sent 'Isa, the son of Maryam,
confirming the Tawrah that had come before them and we
gave him the Injil, in which was guidance and light and
confirmation of the Tawrah that had come before it, a
guidance and admonition for Al-Muttaqun (the pious). %[3]
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up to His Words:
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(1 Aal ‘ITmran 3:81-85.
(21 ALBagarah 2.:285.
B ALMa’idah 5 -46.




The Book of Creed

¢And We have sent down to you (O Muhammad ) the
Book (this Qur'an) in truth, confirming the Scripture that
came before it and Muhaiminan (trustworthy in highness
and a witness) over it (the old Scriptures). ptH

And He says:
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40O People of the Scripture! Now has come to you Our
Messenger (Muhammad &) explaining to you much of that
which you used to hide from the Scripture and passing over
(i.e. leaving out without explaining) much. Indeed, there
has come to you from Allah a light (Prophet Muhammad
#) and a plain Book (this Qur'an) wherewith Allah guides
all those who seek His Good Pleasure to ways of peace, and
He brings them out of darkness by His Will unto light and
guides them to a Straight Way (Islamic monotheism).pl?!

And He says:
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40 People of the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! Now has
come to you Our Messenger (Muhammad %) making
(things) clear unto you, after a break in (the series of)
Messengers, lest you say: "'There came unto us no bringer

U A Maidah 5 :48.
2] AlMa’idan 5:15-16.
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of glad tidings and no warner.” But now has come unto
you a bringer of glad tidings and a warner. And Allah is
Able to do all things.y!

And He, the Most High says:

4And (remember) when 'Isa, son of Maryam, said: 'O
Children of Israel! I am the Messenger of Allah unto you
confirming the Tawrah (which came) before me, and giving
glad tidings of a Messenger to come after me, whose name
shall be Ahmad.” But when he came to them with clear
proofs, they said : “This is plain magic." )

And He, the Most High says:
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¢And We did not send any Messenger before you (O
Muhammad) but We inspired him (saying): “'La ilaha illa
Ana (None has the right to be worsthf:ed but I [Allah]), so
worship Me (Alone and none else). npl3

Among other Verses - both general and specific - proving that
the laws brought by the Prophets have the same foundations,
including singling out Allah in worship, belief in Him, His
Angels, His Books, His Messengers, the Last Day, His Decree
and His Will, the basic prayer, Zakah and fasting - as in Allah’s
Words regarding the supplication of His Friend, Ibrahim, upon
him be peace:

O ALMaidah 5:19.
[2) As-Saff 61:6.
3} ALAnbiya® 21 :25.



The Book of Creed 137

G g0 A e 6 @ 2 o o o EKTT B) WS

A B[P
40 our Lord! I have made some of my offspring to dwell in
a valley with no cultivation, by Your Sacred House (the

Ka'bah in Makkah), in order O our Lord, that they may
perform prayer (Igamatus-Salat) 1

-

up to His Words concerning the supplication of His Friend,
Ibrahim:
€55 o5 o8 1 T b
€My Lord! Make me one who performs prayer (Iqgamatus-
Salat) and (also) from my offspring .3}
And His Words:

VGt 5 D 36 5800 AL G
§And mention in the Book (the Qur'an) Isma'il. Verily! He
was true to what He promised and he was a Messenger (and)
a Prophet. And he used to enjoin on his family and his

people As-Salah and Az-Zakah and his Lord was pleased
with him >

And His Words:
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¢And We inspired Musa and his brother (saying): '‘Take

dwellings for your people in Egypt, and make your dwellings
as places for you to worship, and perform prayers (Iqgamatus-

D Drahim 14:37.
) Worahim 14 -40.
13) Maryam 19:54-55
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Salat),"p!!]
And His Words concerning ‘Isa:
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€He (‘Isa) said : 'Verily, I am a worshipper of Allih. He has
given me the Scripture and made me a Prophet. And He has

made me blessed wherever I may be, and He has enjoined on
me prayer and Zakah so long as I live."$*]

And His Words:
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€0 you who believe! Fasting has been prescribed for you as

it was prescribed for those before you, that you may become
Al-Muttaqun (the pious) .%»[3]

However, it differed in the manner of its performance and the
details of its regulations, as in Allah’s Words:

€hans 3 K ds B
¢To each among you We have prescribed a law and a clear
way .y
And the Prophet ££ said:
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(The Prophets are brothers, their religion is one and their
mothers are different )%

[ Yunus 10:87.

12} Maryam 19:30-31.

(3} ALBagarah 2:183.

41 ALMa’idah 5:48.

(51" Al Bukhari no. 3443 and Muslim no.2365 .
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Based upon this, (we may say that) whoever believed in the
fundamentals of the laws given to the Prophets and the
Messengers, Allah will be pleased with them, and write for
them happiness and success. And they are those whom Allah
praises in His Book and whom our Prophet, Muhammad £
extols in his Sunnah. Whoever believed in some of the
fundamentals which they brought from Allah and disbelieved
in some, they are truly disbelievers in all of them, as it is
necessary to accept the unity of them all and to believe in
them. And Allah has prepared for them the abode of the Hell-
Fire and the most evil refuge. They are those whom Allah
rebukes in His Book and whom His Messenger # rebukes in
his Sunnah. Allah, the Most High says:
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& Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers
and wish to make distinction between Alldh and His
Messengers (by believing in Allah and disbelieving in His
Messengers), saying: "‘We believe in some but reject
others,” and wish to adopt a way in between, they are in
truth disbelievers. And We have prepared for the disbelievers
a humiliating torment. And those who believe in Allah and
His Messengers and make no distinction between any of
them (Messengers) We shall give them their rewards, and
Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful 3"
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Because of this, Alldh, the Most High informs us that the
People of the Book, the Jews and the Christians, are not all the

U Ap-Nisa’ 4:150-152.
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same in His Judgement; indeed, He praises some among the
Jews and Christians, and He censures some among the Jews
and Christians: He praises those among the Jews and
Christians who implemented His Commands in His Words:
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€Say : "We believe in Allah, and that which has been sent
down to us, and that which has been sent down to Ibrahim,
Isma'il, Ishaq, Ya'qub, and to Al-Asbat (the twelve sons of
Ya'qub), and that which has been given to Musa and 'Isa,
and that given to the Prophets from their Lord. We make no
distinction between any of them: and to Him we have
submitted (in Islam)."p!!]

And among them are those about whom Allah says:

€And there are certainly, among the People of the Scripture,
those who believe in Alldh, and in that which has been
revealed to you, and in that which has been revealed to
them, humbling themselves before Allah. They do not sell the
Ayat of Allah for a little price. For them is a reward with
their Lord, and Allah is swift in account .}'*]

And among them are some Christians about whom Allah says:
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(1] Al-Bagarah 2:136.
] Aal “Tmran 3:199.
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€That is because among them are priests and monks, and
they are not proud. And when they listen to what has been
sent down to the Messenger (Muhammad %), you see their
eyes overflowing with tears because of the truth they have
recognized. They say: ""Our Lord! We believe; so write us
down among the witnesses. And why should we not believe
in Allah and in that which has come to us of the truth?
And we wish that our Lord will admit us (in Paradise on
the Day of Resurrection) along with the righteous people.”
So because of what they said, Allah rewarded them with
Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise), they will
abide therein forever. Such is the reward of those who do
good .31

And among the Jews and Christians is a group whom Allah
praises in His Words:
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€A party of the People of the Scripture stand for the right,
they recite the Ayat of Allah during the hours of the night,
prostrating themselves in prayer. They believe in Allah and
the Last Day, they enjoin good and forbid evil and they
hasten in (all) good works, and they are among the
righteous. And whatever good they do, nothing will be
rejected of them, for Allah knows well those who are Al-

U ALMaidan 5:82-85.




142 Fatawa Islamiyah

Muttagun (the pious).%»[l]

And He censures those among the two groups - the Jews and
the Christians - those who were guilty of hypocrisy, or believed
in some of the Messengers while disbelieving in others. Those
who covered up the truth after it had been made plain to
them, who altered the Words (of Allah) and attributed lies to
Allah in the fundamentals of the law or in jurisprudence, and
violated their covenants and their contracts (with Him). Allah,
the Most High says:
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Do you (faithful believers) covet that they will believe in
your religion in spite of the fact that a party of them (Jewish
rabbis) used to hear the Word of Allah (the Tawrah), then
they used to change it knowingly after they understood it?
And when they (Jews) meet those who believe (Muslims) they
say: ""We believe", but when they meet one another in
private, they say: ''Shall you (Jews) tell them (Muslims)
what Allah has revealed to you (Jews, about the description
and the qualities of Prophet Muhammad % that which are
written in the Tawrah) that they (Muslims) may arque with
you (Jews) about it- before your Lord?” Have you (Jews)
then no understanding? Know they (Jews) not that Allah

(L] A4l “Dnran 3:113-115.
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knows what they conceal and what they reveal? And there
are among them (Jews) unlettered people who know not the
Book, but they trust upon false desires and they but guess.
Then woe to those who write the Book with their own
hands and then say: "This is from Allah,” to purchase
with it a little pricel Woe to them for what their hands
have written and woe to them for that which they earn
thereby .3 (11

And Allah, the Most High says:
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¢And (remember) when Allah took a Covenant from those
who were given the Scripture (Jews and Christians) to make
it (the news of the coming of Prophet Muhammad % and the
religious knowledge) known and clear to mankind, and not
to hide it; but they threw it away. behind their backs, and
purchased with it some miserable gain! And indeed worst is
that which they bought.y™

And Allah, the Most High says:
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(1] Al-Bagarah 2:75-79.
(2] Aal ‘Imran 3:187.
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¢Indeed Allah took the covenant, from the Children of Israel,
and We appointed twelve leaders among them. And Allah
said : "'l am with you if you perform the prayers (Iqamat As-
Salat), give Zakah and believe in My Messengers, honor and
assist them. And lend to Allah a goodly loan, verily I will
remit your sins and admit you to Gardens under which rivers
flow (in Paradise); but if any of you, after this disbelieved, he
has indeed gone astray from the Straight Path.” But because
of their breach of their Covenant, We cursed them, and made
their hearts grow hard. They change the words from their
(right) places and abandoned a good part of the Message that
was sent to them. And you will not cease to discover deceit in
them, except a few of them. But forgive them and overlook
(their misdeeds). Verily, Allah loves Al-Muhsinun (those who
do good deeds and extend favors to the deserving). And from
those who call themselves Christians, We took their covenant,
but they abandoned a good part of the Message that was sent
to them. So we planted among them enmity and hatred till the
Day of Resurrection, and Allah will inform them of what they
used to do .3

Allah also censures those who said that Allah has taken a son
and those who took their rabbis and monks as lords other than
Allah. He rejects their slanders, saying:
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§And the Jews say: "'Uzayr is the son of Allah", and the
Christians say : "'The Messiah is the son of Allah.”" That is a
saying from their mouths; (in this) they but imitate the
sayings of the disbelievers of old. Allah’s curse be on them,
how they are deluded away from the truth! They took their
rabbis and monks to be their lords besides Allah (by obeying
them in things that they made lawful or unlawful according to
their own desires without being ordered by Allah), and (they
also took as their Lord) Messiah, son of Maryam (Mary),
while they (Jews and Christians) were commanded [in the
Taurat (Torah) and the Injil (Gospel)] to worship none but
One Ilah (God — Allah), La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the
right to be worshipped but He). Glorified is He (far above is
He) from having the partners they associate (with Him).” 3"

He censures those among them who claim - in addition to
their disbelief - that Paradise is only for them and that none
shall enter it but they and He rejects their claims and makes it
clear who really are the people of Paradise; Allah says:
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4And they say: 'None shall enter Paradise unless he be a
Jew or a Christian.” These are their own desires. Say:
""Produce your proof if you are truthful.” On the contrary,
whoever submits his face (himself) to Allah (i.e. follows
Allah’s religion of Islamic monotheism) and he is a Muhsin
(i.e. performs good deeds totally for Allah's sake only
without any showing off or to gain praise or fame etc. and in

,,t

U1 At Tawbah 9:30-31.
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accordance with the Sunnah of Allah's Messenger
Muhammad %) then his reward is with his Lord (Allah),
on such shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. 3!}

He rebukes those of them who killed the Prophets and the
righteous people without right and said: “Our hearts are
wrapped (i.e. do not hear or understand Allah’s Word).” And
they fabricated a terrible lie against Maryam, and said: “We
killed Jesus, the son of Maryam.” And they devoured usury,
interest and people’s property unjustly. (He censured) those
who said that Allah is a third part of a trinity, He brands them
all disbelievers and rejects all of their false claims and promises
them a painful punishment. There are other Verses wherein
He praises a company of the Jews and Christians and He
describes them as deserving commendation, success, happiness
and everlasting bliss (i.e. in the Hereafter). He censures
another group among these two parties and describes them
with attributes that deserve his anger, His curse and His
painful torment.

From all this, it is clear that the Islamic position regarding the
Jews and Christians is one of justice and fairness and does not
contradict the information contained in the texts of the Qur’an
and Sunnah regarding both praise and rebuke of them. Verily
those whom He praises are totally different from those He
censures. They are those who follow the Messenger, the
Prophet who can neither read nor write whom they find
written of with them in the Tawrah and the Injil - he
commands them to perform the good and forbids them from
committing the evil; he permits them the good things and he
prohibits for them those Al-Khaba’ith (i.e. all that is evil and
unlawful as regards things, deeds, beliefs, persons, foods, etc.),
he releases them from their heavy burden’s and from the
fetters that were upon them, in obedience to the Words of
Allah, the Most High:

() ALBagarah 2:111-112.
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40 you who believe! Believe in Allah and His Messenger
and the Scripture which He has sent to His Messenger and
the Scripture which‘ He sent to those before (him) p'

They are those who are enveloped by Allah’s Mercy and are
deserving of His praise and they are the successful ones. As for
those who disbelieved in all of the Prophets, or believed in
some while rejecting others, and falsified what was revealed in
the Tawrah and the Injil, and committed all the rest of the sins
and the like which we have already mentioned, they are those
whom Allah censures and who deserve the punishment (of
Allah) and they are the people of the Fire where they will dwell
eternally. In view of this, it can be seen that there is no
contradiction between the texts which praise those who are
deserving of it, and which recognize their standing - and the
condemnation of those others among them due to their evil
ways, their corrupted beliefs, their altering and falsifying what
was revealed to them from their Lord, or their obedience to
those of their rabbis and monks who did such things, without
guidance or understanding, when there is no cause for
abrogation therein, since it contains no contradictions; indeed,
each part of it confirms the other.

Should anyone wish to study this matter further, he should
refer to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger
#%¢. For whoever contemplates the Verses of the Qur’an and the
authentic Hadiths from the Messenger # and studies what has
been authentically recorded in history, without bias, and does
not follow vain conjecture, then he will see the truth clearly
and will be guided to the Straight Path. May peace and
blessings be upon Muhammad and upon his family and

Companions. .
The Permanent Committee

() Ap-Nisa’ 4:136.
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The Ruling on Praying in Mosques
which contain Graves

Is prayer in mosques which contain graves

"@\ Mosques containing graves are not to be prayed in. It is
<&, obligatory that those graves be exhumed and the remains
be reburied in the public graveyards, each grave in a separate
hole, like the rest of the graves. It is not correct to allow graves
to remain in them, whether it be the grave of a Waliy, or any
other grave, because the Messenger #£ forbade, warned and
rebuked the Jews and Christians from doing so. It is

authentically reported from him £ that he said:
erlid gl 545 1LAES 5Ll 5,41 Gl i

(Allah cursed the Jews and Christians (because) they took the
graves of their Prophets as places of prayer 1]

‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, said: “He warned
against what they did.” (Narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
And he #£ said, when Umm Salamah and Umm Habibah, may
Allah be pleased with them both, informed him about a church
in which there were pictures and such like,
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«Those people, when a righteous man among them died,
would build a place of prayer over his grave and they would

decorate it with those pictures. They will be the worst of
people before Allah on the Day of Resurrection ']

(1 Al-Bukhari no. 1330.

(2] Al-Bukhari nos. 427, 434, 1341, Muslim no. 528, An-Nasa’i 705 and
Ahmad 6:51.
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And he £ said:
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«Verily, those who were before them used to take the graves of
their righteous folk as places of prayer. So do not take the
graves as places of worship, for I forbid you to do so "

So he & forbade them from taking the graves as mosques. It is
well known that when a person prays by a grave, he has taken
it as asmosque, and whoever erected a building over a grave in
order to pray therein has taken it as a mosque. It is obligatory
that graves be away from mosques and that graves not be
placed in them, in obedience to the orders of the Messenger %
and in order to avoid the curse of our Lord, the Almighty and
Majestic, which is upon those who build over graves. For
should one pray in a mosque containing graves, Satan may
entice him to supplicate to the dead, or seek help from them,
or pray to them, or prostrate to them. In which case, he will
have committed major Shirk, for this is one of the deeds of the
Jews and Christians, so it is an obligation upon us to differ
from them and stay away from their ways and evil deeds. And
Allah is the Granter of success.

The Permanent Committee

How can we reconcile between “Verily, Allah does not

)

forgive,” and “And verily, I am indeed Forgiving.”’?

v How can we reconcile these two Verses:

"éo\:‘s u“ J‘A oy G Jw_) = J_;:i J Ja.u Y A ;\%

¢ Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up
with Him in worship, but He forgives except that (anything

I Muslim no. 532 and Al-Hakim 2:550.
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else) to whom He wills p1]
and the Words of Him, the Most High:

IR J5 05 06 o3 JAT gnd

4And verily, I am indeed Forgiving to him who repents,
believes and does righteous good deeds, and then remains
constant in doing them 3?1

And is there any contradiction between them?

Shzrk without turning to Allah in repentance - for him there is

no forgiveness and his eternal dwelling place is the Fire, as
Allah, the Most Glorified says:

4 Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with Allah,

then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him and the Fire will
be his abode and for the Thalimun (polytheists and
wrongdoers) there are no helpers.” 3!

Allah, the Almighty, the Majestic says:

G B¢ ¢ A% L Sy

4But if they had joined in worshlp others with Allah, all that
they used to do would have been of no benefit to them. pl4

The Verses which carry this meaning are numerous.

As for the second Verse, Allah’s Words:

(1] An-Nisa’ 4:48.
2] Tu-Ha 20:82.
(3] Al-Mw'idak 5:72.
[4] Al-An‘am 6:88.
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4And verily, 1 am indeed Forgiving to him who repents,
believes (in My Oneness and associates none in worship with

Me) and does righteous good deeds and then remains
constant in doing them (till death). pLl

It is the truth regarding those who tum in repentance (to
Allah) and this is why Allah says:
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4Say: "O My servants who have transgressed against
themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)! Despair not
of the Mercy of Allah, verily, Allah fo §1ves all sins. Truly,
He is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful .3!?!

Scholars are in agreement that these Verses concern those who
turn to Allah in repentance. And Allah is the Granter of
success.

Ibn Baz

Al-Muhkam and Al-Mutashabih in the Noble Qur’an

\ What are the Muhkam and the Mutashabih Verses in
2 the Noble Qur'an? And why is not the whole Qur’an
Muhkam, so that people could not interpret other than the
truth from it?

A You should know that Allah has described the Qur’an in
<&, three ways: He has described the whole of it as Muhkam
in His Words:

£ ST i 200 Gid

(1 1uHa 2082,
) pz-Zumar 39 :53.
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§These are the Verses of the Wise Book.»!}
and in His Words:

€100 E2T 2y

&(This is) a Book the Verses whereof are perfected (in evéry
sphere of knowledge) .3'*!

He described it as Mutashabih in His Words:
(G G il 521 5 0y

¢Allah has sent down to you the Best Statement, a Book
(this Qur'an), its parts resembling each other yt*!

This is a general statement for the whole Qur’an; the general
ruling for the whole of the Qur’an is that it is Muhkam (i.e.
clear and precise) in its statements, its rulings and its wording
and in all other ways. The meaning of it being Mutashabih is
that its parts resemble each other in perfection, quality and
truth and each part corroborates the others, therefore we do
not find therein any contradictory judgements nor any
irreconcilable statements. On the contrary, each part of it
confirms and substantiates the other. However, those Verses
which may seem to a person to contain some contradiction
require study and thought. This is why Allah says:
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¢Do they not then consider the Qur'an? Had it been from
other than Allah, they would surely have found therein
many a contradiction 3!

As for the third description of the Qur’an, it is that some of it

U Lugman 31:2.
(2] Hud 11:1.

(3] Az-Zumar 39:23.
(4] Ap-Nisa” 4:82.



The Book of Creed 153

is clear and some of it is not as clear, as in the Words of Him,
the Most High:
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%It is He Who has sent down to you (O Muhammad %) the
Book (this Qur'an). In it are Verses that are entirely clear,
they are the foundations of the Book [and those are the
Verses of Al-Ahkam (commandments) Al-Fara'idh
(obligatory duties) and Al-Hudud (legal laws for the
punishment of thieves, -adulterers etc.)]; and others not
entirely clear 3! ’

What is meant by Al-Muhkam here is those Verses whose
meanings are absolutely clear, because Allah mentions its
opposite: “...and others not entirely clear.”” And the
explanation of a word is understood from its opposite - this is
one of the rules of Tafsir, by which any scholar of Tafsir must
abide, i.e. that the meaning of a word may be apparent from
the mention of its opposite. Look at Allah’s Words:

"é \a-->/-,/. ‘)jﬁj j u;c b}e@"
%Either go forth in Thubat, or go forth Jami'an .'?)

Now the word Thubat might present a problem to a person,
but when combined with the word Jami‘an, the meaning
becomes clear to him: The meaning of “go forth in Thubat” is:
“go forth singly” and “go forth Jami‘an” means: “go forth all
together”. We can say that the Muhkam in this Verse is that
whose meaning is clear - not in any way unclear - to the
general populace and to the educated among them, such as His
Words:

€5 135 e 125p

U Aal Tmran 3 7.
(21 An-Nisa’ 4:71.
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§And [perform As-Salah - (Igamatus-Salat) and  give
Zakah 3™ |

Or other such matters, whose meaning is perfectly clear. In it
(i.e. the Qur’an) are also Verses which are Mutashabihah, and
their meaning is not apparent to many of the people; none
knows them except Allah and those who are firmly grounded
in knowledge, as Allah says:

» s - /'a/ Low % -
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¢And others (i.e. Verses) not entirely clear. So as for those

in whose hearts there is a deviation (from the truth), they

follow that which is not entirely. clear thereof, seeking Al-

Fitnah (polytheism and trials) and seeking for its hidden

meanings, but none knows its hidden meanings except Allah
and those who are firmly grounded in knowledge 3>
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This is according to the recitation of those who recited it as a
single sentence. Among the Salaf there are two well known
views: The first is that one should pause after: “...except
Allah.” The second is that the Verse should be recited without
a pause (i.e. “..except Allah and those firmly grounded in
knowledge.”)!! .

And each recitation holds a possible meaning.

As for the words of the questioner: What is the wisdom behind
Allah not saying that the whole Qur’an is Muhkam, the reply is
from two different angles:

The first is that the Qur’an is all Muhkam in the general
meaning of the word, as we have said at the beginning of the
answer; and even regarding this Noble Verse, if we refer the

(1 Al-Bagarah 2:43.
(2] Aal ‘Imran 3:7.
(3] According to this view, the Words: “And those firmly grounded...”

would begin a new sentence.
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Mutashabih to the Muhkam, its meaning becomes absolutely
clear and the whole of it becomes Muhkam.

As for the second angle, we may say that Allah, the Most
Glorified has created the Mutashabih, which requires
contemplation and thought and referral to the Muhkam and He
has done so for a reason, which is as a trial and a test, as some
people take these Verses which are Mutashabihah in a way
which leads them to Fitnah and causes them to defame the
Qur’an and to doubt it and thus it becomes a trial and a test
from Allah for them. And just as the legal judgements of Allah
or the canonical Verses in the Qur’an become a trial for them,
so do the Universal Signs of His Power, for Allah may ordain
some things in order to test mankind regarding the
implementation of His Law. Look at how Allah tested the
Jews, when He forbade them to eat fish on Saturdays: He
tested them by making fish appear on the surface of the water
on Saturdays and on other days they did not appear. But they
did not pass the test; they employed the trick which is well
known - they put out their nets on Fridays so that the fish
would be caught in them, and then they collected them on
Sundays. So Allah, the Almighty, the Majestic punished them
for their trickery. Look at how Allah tested the Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them, saying:
Ay 82y ST G LAt 5ok S ;1".3\,.,|: jfﬁt%
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40 you who believe! Allah will certainly test you with
something in (the matter of) the game that is well within
reach of your hands and your lances, that Allah may test
who fears Him unseen.p!!!

Allah tried them by making hunting easy for them while they
were in a state of JThram, but they were patient - may Allah be

D) ALMa’idah 5:94.
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pleased with all of them - and they did nothing which Allah
had forbidden to them. Likewise, in the legislative Verses
things which appear unclear or which may seem contradictory
and to belie each other; however, the people well grounded in
knowledge know how to reconcile them and how to harmonize
them. As for the people of Fitnah and evil, they use this as a
way to “expose” the Quran as though it is self-contradictory
and conflicting:
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€S0 as for those in whose hearts there is a deviation (from
the truth), they follow that which is not entirely clear
thereof, secking Al-Fitnah (polytheism and trials) and seeking
for its hidden meanings, but none knows its hzdden :
meanings save Allah. plH

Ibh ‘Uthaimin
The Believers will see their Lord in Paradise
as Allah wills '
In the Hadith of the Messenger £, it is stated:
IS S g 157005 055 1
Verily, you will see your Lord on the Day of Resurrection,

just as you see the moon on a m§ht when it is full - you will
have no difficulty in seeing it 1>

1. Is it true that Allah will be seen on the Day of
Resurrection? And is the above-mentioned Hadith
authentic? And will all of the people see Him, or only the
believers?

(1] Aal Imran 3:7.
[2] Al-Bukhari no. 554 and Muslim no. 183.
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2. Some of the narrations of Hadith say that Allah, the Most
Glorified, Most High descends in the third part of the night
to the lowest heaven; is this correct?

\ (1) This Hadith is confirmed to be authentic, and it is a
L&, proof that the believers will see their Lord in truth, as
Allah wills. As for the disbelievers, they will not see Him, as
Allah says:

Sl A3 5 ok L K
¢No! Surely, they (the evildoers) will be veiled from seeing
their Lord that Day. ')

And many Hadiths have been narrated which confirm that the
believers will see their Lord in Paradise. In addition the Qur’an
proves it, as in Allah’s Words:
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§Some faces that Day shall be Nadhirah (shining and
radiant), looking at their Lord.%»[z]

And His Words:

A é@jﬁﬁ Je¥
4On screened couches, looking (at their Lord) .33

In what way they will see Him we do not know, although it is
true, for the abode of the Hereafter cannot be compared to the
life of this world, nor can the unknown be compared to that
which is known; what is incumbent upon us is to speak of
what we know.

(2) Authentic Hadiths have been reported concerning the
descent, such as the words of the Prophet #:

U1 ALMutaffifin 83 :15.
(2) AL-Qipaman 75 :22-23.
(31 ALMutaffifin 83 :23.
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(Our Lord descends to the lowest heaven when the last third
of the night remains, and He says: "Is there anyone who
supplicates (Me) so that I would answer him. Is there anyone
who seeks forgiveness so that I will forgive him. Is there
anyone who turns (to Me) in repentance so that I will turn to
him in forgiveness o]

But this descent is one of the matters of the unseen; we accept
it, but we do not venture to explain how it is. We simply
benefit from the bounty of the last part of the night and the
virtue of praying, supplicating (Allah) and seeking forgiveness
at that time, and the reply can be expected.

Ibn Jibreen

The Imamate of one opposed to Ahlus-Sunnah

Is it permissible to pray behind a person whose beliefs
are opposed to those of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, such
as an Ash’ari, for example?

oY, The best answer - and Allih knows best - is that it is
L&, permissible to pray behind anyone who is judged to be a
Muslim and it is prohibited to pray behind anyone who is not
judged to be so. This is the saying of a number of the scholars,
and it is the most correct. As for those who say that prayer is
not accepted behind a sinner, his saying is rejected. The
evidence for this is that the Prophet £ allowed prayer behind
rulers, and among rulers are many who are sinners. Ibn ‘Umar,
Anas, may Allah be pleased with them, and others prayed
behind Al-Hajjaj, who was the most unjust of men. In short,

(1] Al-Bukhari nos. 1145, 6321, 7494, and Muslim no. 758.
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prayer behind any innovator who is not outside the fold of
Islam is accepted, as is prayer behind an open sinner, so long
as his sins do not remove him from the fold of Islam. However,
it is incumbent that a person from Ahlus-Sunnah be appointed
if they are able to join together and put forward the best of
them.

Ibn Baz

The Ruling on Asking Sorcerers and Magicians
from among the Sufis and Others

\ In some quarters in Yemen, there are people who are
.= known as As-Sadah,''!l who do things which are not in
conformity with the religion, such as magic and other
things, and they claim that they are able to heal people with
incurable diseases. They prove it by hurting themselves with
daggers or cutting their tongues, then restoring them
without harming themselves. Some of them pray and some
do not. They permit themselves to marry from outside their
group, while prohibiting anyone from marrying into their
group and while supplicating for the sick, they say: “O
Allah! O so-and-so (one of their ancestors)!” In times past,
people used to extol them and consider them special people
and that they were close to Allah; indeed, they used to call
them ‘Men of Allah’. Now people are divided. Some of
them are against them, and they are the young men and
some of the educated people, while others remain attached
to them, and they are the older people and the uneducated.-
We request your Excellency to explain the truth of the
matter. : : , '

These people, and their like among the Sufis who
£33, perform forbidden actions and invalid deeds, and the

(1] Sadah : Masters.
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psychics, are from those about whom the Prophet #& said:

(He who visits a fortuneteller and consults him, no prayer of
his would be accepted for forty days !

This is because of their claim to know the unseen and their
servitude to the Jinns. So it is not allowed to question them.
Similar is the Prophetic Hadith:
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(He who visits a seer and believes what he says, has certainly
denied what was revealed to Muhammad () >

And in another version:

-
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He who visits a fortuneteller or a seer and believes him, has
certanily denied what was revealed to Muhammad () )

As for their calling upon other than Allih, seeking help from
other than Him and claiming that their fathers and their
ancestors control the affairs of the universe or can cure the
sick, or answer supplications, even though they are dead or
absent - all of this is disbelief in Allah, the Almighty, the
Majestic and all of these are from the deeds of the polytheists.
It is obligatory to reject them and avoid them and not to ask
anything of them, nor believe in them. This is because, by
these deeds, they are committing all of the actions of fortune-
tellers and seers, and the actions of polytheists, worshipping
other than Allah, seeking help from other than Him and

[T Muslim no. 2230 and Ahmad 4 :68 and 5:380.

12] Abu Dawud no. 3904, At-Tirmithi no. 135, Ibn Majah no. 639 and
Ahmad 2:408, 476.
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seeking succor from other than Him, such as the Jinn, the dead
and others connected to them, claiming that they are their
fathers and their ancestors or other people whom they claim
have some type of power or who can perform miracles.

But all of these are deeds of magic, fortunetelling and
prognostication, rejected by the pure Law (of Islam). As for
their evil actions such as harming themselves with daggers or
cutting their tongues, all of this is trickery practiced on the
people and all types of forbidden magic, which are prohibited
and warned against in the texts of the Qur’an and Sunnah. No
rational person should be fooled by this; it is what Allah, the
Almighty, the Majestic referred to when He spoke of the
magicians of Pharaoh:

€00 55 W apw o ) J2B
&It appeared to him (Musa - upon him be peace) by their
magic (Pharaoh’s magicians) that they (their ropes and
sticks) moved quickly 3!

Those people combined the sins of magic and sorcery, fortune-
telling and major Shirk and seeking help from other than Allah
and seeking succor from other than Him and claiming
knowledge of the unseen and possessing power over creation.
These things are full of major Shirk and clear disbelief, and
they are among the actions of sorcerers, which have been
forbidden by Allah, the Almighty, the Majestic, being a claim
to hold knowledge of the unseen, of which none knows
anything except Allah, as He, the Most High says:

50N A0 BN o 6o A Y
€Say : "None in the heavens and the earth knows the Ghaib .
(unseen) except Allah. pl2l

U1 1a-Ha 20:66.
(21 Ap-Naml 27 :65.
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It is obligatory upon all Muslims who know their true position
to disavow them, to make the evil of their behavior clear, that
it is rejected, and that what they are doing involves Shirk,
disbelief, that it consists of magic, fortune-telling,
prognostication, and that it consists of claims to knowing the
unseen. All of these things are forms of misguidance and
disbelief and are false. It is incumbent to avoid them and those
who perform them. As for their not allowing their daughters to
marry other than them, while permitting themselves to marry
from other than them, this is also a form of 1gnorance and
misguidance, for which there is no proof and no basis in the
Law. Allah, Most Glorified, Most High says:
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40O mankind! We have created you from a male and a female
and made you into nations and tribes that you may know
one another. Verily, the most honourable of you in the Sight
of Allah is that (believer) who has At-Taqwa [i.e. one of the
Muttaqun : i.e. pious and righteous persons who fear Allah
much (abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which He

~ has forbidden), and love Allah much (perform all kinds of
good deeds which He has ordained)]. Verily, Allah is All-.
Knowing, Aware (of all things).»!)

So even if they are from As-Sadah or from Bani Hashim!?!
they have no right to forbid the marriage of their daughters to
other than them. This is rejected and contradicts what has
been authentically reported from the Messenger of Allah £,
for he married Zainab, the daughter of his uncle to Zaid bin
Harithah and she was from the tribe of Bani Asad; and he
married Fatimah bint Qais to Usamah bin Zaid and she was
from the tribe of Quraish; and ‘Ali, may Alldh be pleased with

(1] Al-Hujurat 49 :13.
[2] Bani Hashim: The tribe of the Prophet .
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him, married Umm Kulthum to ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab, may
Allah be pleased with him, - and she was not from Bani
Hashim, rather she was from Bani ‘Adi. Such occurrences were
frequent, and they prove the invalidity ‘of these people’s
position, and that they are contradicting what- their pious
forebears used to do. It is incumbent to advise them and warn
them against contradicting the Command of Allah, and to
order them to turn in repentance to Allah, the Most Glorified,
from all of those things that they did which contradict the
pure (Islamic) Law. We ask Allah to guide us and them.

Ibn Baz

The Ruling on Seeking Aid from Other than Allah

\ There is a man who lives with a community who seek
2 help from other than Allah. Is it permissible for him to
pray behind them? And should he migrate from them? And
is their Shirk of a major type? And is making friends with
them like making friends with real disbelievers?

\, If the situation of those among whom one lives is as you
=, say, that they seek help from other than Allah, such as
seeking help from the dead or the absent living, or from trees,
or stars and the like, then they are polytheists, guilty of major
Shirk, which removes them from the fold of Islam.

It is not allowed to befriend them, just as it is not allowed to
befriend the disbelievers, nor is prayer behind them valid, nor
is it allowed to marry among them, nor to live among them,
except for such as one who is inviting them to the truth with
evidence, hoping that they will respond to his call and that
their religious beliefs will be corrected at his hand.

Other than this, it is an obligation upon him to migrate from
them to another community where he can cooperate in
establishing the fundamentals of Islam and its jurisprudence
and to revive the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah #&.
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If he cannot do so, then he should keep himself secluded from
all of these (misguided) sects, even if this should cause him
difficulty. This is based upon what has been authentically
reported from Huthayfah, may Allah be pleased with him, that
he said: The people used to ask Allah’s Messenger #£ about
good, but I asked him about evil, fearful that I might fall into
it. I said: “O Messenger of Allah! We were in a state of
ignorance and evil until Allah brought us this goodness (i.e.
Islam). So (tell me), will there be any evil after this goodness?”
He answered: “Yes.” I then asked: “And will there be any good
after this evil?”” He said:

«:)_;'.3 4 (,_;f»
«Yes, and in it there is Dakhan.»
I asked: “And what is its Dakhan?”’ He said:
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A people who will perform Sunan which are not from my
Sunnah and will guide (people) with other than my guidance -
you will recognize them and reject them )

I asked: “And will there be any evil after this goodness?” He
said:
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«Yes. Callers on the gates of the Hell-Fire; whoever responds
to them, will be thrown therein by them.)

" I said: “O Messenger of Allah! (Can you) describe them to
us?”” He replied:
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«Yes. They are from our race and they speak our language.»

I said: “O Messenger of Allah! What do you order me to do if I
meet them?” He said:
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«Hold fast to the community of Muslims and their leader .

I said: “And if they have neither community nor leader?” He
answered: :
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(Then avoid all of these groups, even if you have to chew on
the roots of a tree even if death should come to you because of
that

May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad and upon all his family and Companions.

The Permanent Committee

Travelling in order to visit the Mosque of
Allah’s Messenger £, not His Grave

\ What is the ruling on visiting the grave of the Prophet
2 ¢ and the graves of others among the Awliya’, the
righteous and so on?

M It is not permissible to travel with the intention of
- visiting the grave of the Prophet #&, nor the grave of any
other person, according to the most correct of two opinions
given by the scholars, based upon the saying of the Prophet #:
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(Do not saddle up your riding beasts except to (visit) three
mosques : The Sacred Mosque (in Makkah), this Mosque of

(1] Al-Bukhari no.7084.
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mine, and the Mosque of Al- -Agsa "

What is lawful for one who wishes to visit the grave of the
Prophet &, but lives far away from Madinah, is to make his
intention to visit the Prophet’s Mosque, which includes
visiting the graves of the Prophet #£ and those of Abu Bakr
and ‘Umar and the martyrs and those of the people buried in
Al-Bagi‘, may Allah be pleased with them.

Should he make his intention to do both, it would be
permissible, since it is allowed to perform one as a subordinate
action even though it is not allowed to perform it as a separate
action. As for the intention only to visit the grave, it is not
permissible when if it involves undertaking a journey to do so.
However, if one lives near the Mosque and visiting it does not
require one to embark on a journey and cannot be considered
travelling, then there is no objection to that, because visiting
his grave and those of his two Companions - without travel - is
a Sunnah and a way of drawing closer to Allah. Likewise
visiting the graves of the martyrs and those of the people in Al-
Bagqi‘; or the graves of the Muslims in any place, is a Sunnah
and a way of drawing closer to Allah. But this is without
embarkmg on a journey, based upon the saying of the Prophet
NI AR NIy
Visit the graves, for they will remind you of the
Hereafter 2™ ‘ '

And he # used to teach his Companions, may Allah be
pleased with them, to say, when they visited the graves:

e LGN J.a\ V‘i‘i’ S AL
(ARG T R S Y

(11 Al-Bukhari nos. 1197, 1995 and Muslim nos. 1338, 1397.
2] Muslim no. 976.
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«Peace of Allah be upon you, O people of the graves, from the
believers and the Muslims. And, Allah Willing, we shall
follow you. We ask Allah for well-being for us and for you »"

Ibn Baz

A Woman should not visit Graves

‘) What is the ruling on women visiting the graves?

*y, It is not permissible for women to visit graves, because
Z2 the Messenger & cursed those women who visit the
graves, because they are a trial and a temptation, and the
patience of a woman is short. Therefore it is from Allah’s
Mercy and His Beneficence that He has forbidden them to
visit the graves, so that they are neither a source of trial (to
others) nor put to trial (themselves). May Allah improve the
situation of us all.

Ibn Baz

The Ruling on praying in Mosques which have Graves
in the Middle of Them

H"T’i prayed in, whether the inhabitants of the graves therein
are righteous people or others, because the Messenger &
forbade this, warned against it, and cursed the Jews and
Christians for doing it. It is reported by Al-Bukhari and
Muslim, on the authority of ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased
with her, that the Prophet £ said:

(1] Muslim no. 975.
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wslen el 58 LIS L s I G
«The curse of Allah is upon Jews and Christians who turned
the graves of their Prophets into praying place )]

It is also narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim, on the authority
of "A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, that Umm Salamah
and Umm Habibah, may Allah be pleased with them both,
mentioned to the Prophet #£ a church in the land of Ethiopia
in which there were pictures. He said:

e - -

155505 Neti o5 e 155 ALGI (2701 (s G 1] el
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(Those people, whenever a pious man died among them, they

built a praying place on his grave, and posted in them those

pictures. Those are the most evil creatures in the sight of
Allah >

And Muslim narrates in his Sahik, on the authority of Jundub
bin ‘Abdullah Al-Bajali, may Allah be pleased with him, that
the Prophet # said:
Ledlos w58 0,058 156 (KIE 8 5 O VD
W35 52 3T 6 Grica 5B LA T

«Verily, those who were before them used to take the graves of
their righteous folk as places of prayer. So do not take the
graves as places of worship, for I forbid you to do 500!

These authentic Hadiths and others narrated with the same
meaning all prove that it is unlawful to pray in mosques which
contain graves, just as they prove it is unlawful to build
mosques over graves, and that those who do so are cursed. It

(11" Al-Bukhari no. 1330.

(2] Al-Bukhari nos. 427, 434, 1341, Muslim no. 528, An-Nasa’i 705 and
Abhmad 6:51.
3] Muslim No. 532.
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has been authentically reported from him &, from the Hadith
of Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, that he forbade the
plastering of graves, building over them and sitting on them.

Thus, it is incumbent upon those charged with authority over
the Muslims in all Islamic countries to prohibit building over
graves and taking them as mosques, as it is incumbent upon
them to prohibit plastering over them and sitting on them and
writing upon them, in implementation of these authentic
Hadiths and to prevent any pretext for excessive behavior
regarding the inhabitants (of the graves) and committing Shirk
through them. We ask Allah to grant those charged with
authority over the Muslims success, wherein lies righteousness
for the worshippers and the nations; and that He help them in
His Religion and protect His Law from that which contradicts
it through them. Verily, He is the All-Hearing, Who answers

(prayers).
Ibn Baz

Making Comparisons between the Messengers

P o iy m e  erEs

Aa

1At Gy

4Those Messengers! We preferred some of them to
others .y}

And His Words:
4We make no distinction between any of them 212l
. Allah’s Words:

D1 ALBagarah 2 :253 .
(2] Al-Bagarah 2 :136.
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4Those Messengers’ We preferred some of them to
others p[1]

Are like His Words:

L > 47 /.’/ e ’///%)
o2 e u-**'j\

4And indeed, We have preferred some of the Prophets above
others 3%}

There is no doubt that some of the Prophets and the
Messengers are superior to others. The Messengers are superior
to the Prophets and ‘Ulul-‘Azm are superior to the rest of the
Messengers. ‘Ulul-‘Azm are the five Messengers whom Allah,
the Most High has mentioned in two Verses of the Qur’an,
one of them in Surah Al-Ahzab:

P

R S T P
S\ sy g r:ﬁué_}@of) w)ﬁ&»o—«d oo Bisl Jb%’

4And (remember) when We took from the Prophets thelr
covenant, and from you (Muhammad) and from Nuh,
Ibrahim, Musa and 'Isa, son of Maryam.%vm

(So they are:) Muhammad, Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa and ‘Isa, the

son of Maryam (peace and blessings of Allah be upon all of
them).

The other Verse is in Surah Ash-Shura:

= W55 5 ] Tl ool 5 L o5 G ol &2 ST 59

L Ty 23
4He (Allah) has ordained for You the same religion (Islamic

1 ALBagarah 2:253.
2} ALfsra® 17 :55.
3] ALAhzab 33 :7.
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monotheism) which He ordained for Nuh, and that which
We have revealed to you (Muhammad) and that which We
ordained for Ibrahim, Musa and ‘Isa.%»[”‘

They are five, and they are superior to the other Messengers.

As for Allah’s Words regarding the believers:
c Ak . Z yr Auth 2 340 Mo e ger St oy 45
Lald o O R SR 420 4 oKD AL S K

¢Each one believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books and His
Messengers. (They say:) '‘We make no distinction between
one and another of His Messengers 3>

the meaning is: We do not make a distinction in believing in
any of them; rather we believe that all of them are true
Messengers from Allah and that they do not lie, for they only
speak the truth and they are believed. And this is the meaning
of Allah’s Words:

4We make no distinction between one and another of His
Messengers .31

That is, in faith; we believe that all of them are true
Messengers from Alldh. However, faith implies obedience on
behalf of those who come after the Messengers, especially in
the case of the Messenger of Allah £, for it is he who must be
obeyed, since his law abrogates all other laws. In this way, we
understand that our faith will be in all of them. We believe in
them, that they are true Messengers of Allih, but that after the
Messenger of Allah #£ was sent, all of the previous religions
were abrogated by his law and it became incumbent upon all
of mankind to support Muhammad £ alone. Allah has
abrogated all previous Eeligions in His Wisdom except the

() Ash-Shura 42:13.
(2] AL.Bagarah 2 :285.
(3} AL-Bagarah 2:136.
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religion of the Messenger #&. This is why Allah says:
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€Say : 'O mankind! I am sent to you all as the Messenger of
Allah - to Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and
the earth. La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be
worshipped but He). It is He Who gives life and causes
death, so believe in Allah and His Messenger, the Prophet
who can neither read nor write [i.e. Muhammad (&) who
believes in Allah and His Words (this Qur'an, the Tawrah
and the Injil and also Allah's Word: "Be!” - and he was
i.e. Jesus, the son of Maryam (peace be upon them both)]
and follow him so that you may be guided .y

So all of the religions besides the religion of Allah’s Messenger
#& have been abrogated, but belief in the Messengers and that

they are true is an obligation.
Ibn ‘Uthaimin

The Reason for the Prohibition of Women
Visiting the Graves

~What is the reason for the prohibition of women
2 visiting the graves?

i,

%ﬁ

'@\ Firstly, a strong prohibition of this has been reported
£L&, from the Prophet £ in his words:

L it

(Allah cursed those women who visit the graves ']

() ALA‘raf 7:158,
(2]’ At-Tirmithi no. 320 and Al-Bayhaqi 4:78.
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And his words to Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with her,
when she visited some people to offer her condolences on their
bereavement:

i) SRl el 3T g A s G D

«Should you accompany them to the graves, you would not
see Paradise. . !

Secondly, the reason has been reported in the words of the
Prophet & to the women who followed a funeral procession:

«;:‘/J‘J-U‘Ju"-” ugrbub)}\»r&ub})uua})b»

(Return, O veiled women, who will have no reward, for you
are a trial to the living and a harm to the dead».*!

So he made clear that there are two reasons for their
prohibition of visiting the graves: Because they are a Fitnah for
the living, since a woman is weak, and her presence before
males to whom she is not related causes temptation and leads
to sins. Likewise, she harms the dead, for a woman has little
patience and her heart is weak; she cannot bear calamity, and
cannot restrain herself from lamentation, weeping and wailing
and screaming about the good qualities of the dead person. All
of this is forbidden by Islamic law.

Ibn Jibreen

The Reckoning of the Disbeliever in the Hereafter

The believing person will be held to account on the
2 Day of Resurrection, if (his account is) good, then (he
Wlll receive) good, and if (it is) evil, then (he will receive)
evil. Then how will the disbeliever also be held to account,
when he is not charged with the same obligations as the

(1] Abu Dawud no. 3123, An-Nasa’i 4:27 (1881) and Ahmad 2 :168-169.
(2] Ybn Majah no. 1578, Al-Bayhaqi 4:77 and Shark As-Sunnah 5:465 .
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believer?

4\, This question is based upon an incorrect understanding.
&2, The disbeliever is charged with the same obligations as
the believer, but he does not adhere to them in the life of this
world. The evidence that he is Charged with them is in Allah’s
Words:

4Except those on the right (i.e. the pious, true believers in
Islamic monotheism). In Gardens (Paradise) they will ask one
another about Al-Mujrimun (polytheists, criminals,
disbelievers) (and they will say to them:) "What has caused
you to enter Hell?” They will say: ''We were not of those
who used to offer the Salat (prayers), nor did we used to feed
Al-Miskeen (the poor); and we used to talk falsehood (all that
which Allah hated) with vain talkers and we used to belie the
Day of Recompense."y!"]

If they were not affected by their neglect of prayer and feeding
the poor, they would not have mentioned it. This is a proof
that they will be punished for (not practicing) the Islamic acts
of worship. Just as the evidence from the Qur’an and Sunnah
necessitate this, so does sound reasoning: If Alldh, the Most
High punishes the believing worshipper for his failure to fulfill
his obligations in his religion, then how could He not punish a
disbelieving person? Indeed, I would go further: The
disbelieving person will be punished (for his failures) regarding
all of what Allah has blessed him with, including food, drink
and other things. Allah, the Most High says:

7] Il -~
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U ArMuddaththir 74 :39-46.
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4Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there is no
sin on them for what they ate (in the past), if they fear Allah
(by keeping away from His forbidden things) and believe and
do righteous good deeds, and again fear Allah and believe,
and once again fear Alldh and do good deeds with Ihsan
(perfection). And Allah loves those who do good 3!

The text of the Verse makes it clear that there is no blame
upon the believers regarding what they ate (previously), and
therefore it is understood from the Verse that blame will fall
on the disbelievers for what they ate. Likewise Allah’s Words:
R b Eaue e PN Ge Lt £ G s %2
ol G B o)l be oLl Ll At Gl Al A5 b G By

Ll 5 L G 35T g
4Say (O Muhammad £%): ""Who has forbidden the
adornment with clothes given by Allah, which He has
produced for His worshippers and At-Tayyibat [all kinds of
Halal (lawful) things] of food?"' Say: “They are, in the life
of this world, for those who believe, and exclusively for
them on the Day of Resurrection (i.e. the disbelievers will
not share them)." !>

His Words:
AU syl & 120 ol & B3

4Say : ""They are, in the life of this world, for those who
believe..."$ '

is a proof that the disbeliever has no right to enjoy them. I say:
He has no legal right. As for his right with respect to the

() ArMa'idan 5:93.
(21 ALAaf 7:32.
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universal order of things, Alldh, the Most Glorified, Most High
has created them and the disbeliever benefits from them, and
none would dispute this. This is evidence that the disbeliever
will be held accountable even for the permissible things which
he eats and which he wears. And just as the evidence from the
Qur’an and Sunnah necessitate this, so does sound reasoning,
for logically, how could the disbeliever who disobeys Allah and
does not have faith in Him have the right to enjoy what Allah
has created and bestowed upon His worshippers? If this is
clear to you, then (you will see) that the disbeliever must be
held accountable on the Day of Resurrection for his deeds.
However, the reckoning of the disbeliever according to his
deeds is not like the reckoning of the believer, for the believer
will receive an easy reckoning: His Lord, the Almighty, the All-
Powerful will take him aside and show him his sins and he will
admit them, then He, the Most Glorified, Most High will say
to him:

Gt A Wl O dn s A @i B
I overlooked them during the life of the world and today, I
forgive them ot}

As for the disbeliever - may Allah grant us refuge - his
reckoning will be that his sins will be shown to him and he will
be humiliated by them for all to see. And the witnesses will
say:

P PO A I
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4These are the ones who lied against their Lord! No doubt!
The curse of Allah is upon the Thalimun (polytheists,
wrongdoers, oppressors).pt*]

Ibn ‘Uthaimin

11} Al-Bukhari no. 6070.
) fud 11:18.
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The Purposes of the Believer’s Trial

‘) Why does Allah burden the believers, who perform
¥ many acts of worship, with illnesses and trials, while

the disobedient ones enjoy the good things in life?

%\ This question comes from two angles: The first is one of
#= disapproval and the second is one of seeking advice. As
for the disapproval expressed, it is indicative of the
questioner’s ignorance, for Allih’s Wisdom is too great for the
human mind to encompass; He, the Amighty, the All-Powerful

says:

< >N e )_’1 ~ e w - -
ys\/;\'ﬁj\f)f):‘ﬁ)\k‘)k?z“‘\dﬁj\

€And they ask you (O Muhammad ) concerning the Ruh
(the spirit); say: ""The Ruh (the spirit) is one of the things,
the knowledge of which is only with my Lord. And of
knowledge, vyou (mankind) have been given only a
little 3!

So this spirit, which is in our bodies, and which is the essence
of life, we do not know what it is, and scientists, philosophers
and theologians have tried in vain to define it and to describe
it. Therefore, if we do not understand anything about this
spirit, which is the closest creation to us, except what has been
described to us in the Qur’an and Sunnah, how can you expect
to understand the wisdom behind this (i.e. the trial of the
believers)? Allah, the Almighty, the Majestic is Wiser, Greater,
More Powerful and More Able; thus it is incumbent upon us
to accept His Decree with a complete acceptance, both those
which He allows to happen without necessitating His approval,
and those which happen with His liking and approval. This is
because we are unable to appreciate the design and purpose
behind the Wisdom of Him, the Almighty, the Majestic. What

D) Artsra’ 17 :85.
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is incumbent regarding this aspect of the question, is to say:
“Allah knows better, He is Wiser, more Able and Greater.”

As for the second angle, which is the question of guidance, we
say, in answer to this question: The believer is tested; and the
trial from Allah, which tests him through harm has two
purposes. It is a test of the man’s faith - is it firm, or shaky?
The true believer accepts and understands the Decree of Allah
and His Will and he hopes to be rewarded for it, and so the
matter becomes easy for him. It is said that a believing woman
was afflicted by an injury to her finger, but she did not feel any
pain, nor did she show any signs of distress. She was asked
about it and she said: “Verily, the sweetness of its reward made
me forget the bitterness of its pain.” So the believer hopes for
a reward from Allah, the Most High and he submits with
complete conviction. This is one purpose; as for the second,
verily, Allah praises those who patiently persevere with great
approval and He informs them that He is with them™ and
He grants them their recompense without measure or account.
Patience is a high rank, which none can reach except those
who are put to trial in matters over which they demonstrate
patient perseverance. If he does so, he achieves this high rank
in which is this great reward. Thus, the trial of Allah upon the
believers by what harms them enables them to achieve the
rank of the patient ones. This is why the Messenger £ - who
was the best of mankind in faith and the most pious of them
and the most God-fearing - suffered from illness enough for
two men, and it was extremely hard upon him when the agony
of death came to him. And all of this was so that he might
perfect his level of patience; and verily, he £ was the most
patient of the patient ones. From this, you can see the wisdom
behind Alldh testing the believers with such calamities. As for
Him giving the disobedient ones, the sinners, the profligate
and the disbelievers well-being and sustenance in abundance,
this is a lure into destruction from Allah, the Most High for

(1) That is, in His Seeing, His Hearing and His Knowledge.
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them. It is authentically reported from the Prophet #£ that he
said:

G w}’j\ s Gl 31»

«Verily, this world is a prison for the believer and a Paradise
for the disbeliever !}

So they are given these good things as advance compensation
for their good in the life of this world, but on the Day of
Resurrection, they receive their just reward. Allah, the Most
High says: :

G A GG o Sl Asd L0 J VK ol 52 55
K g A e BN aKE 2K G ol D% o

4And on the Day when those who disbelieve (in the Oneness
of Allah - Islamic monotheism) will be exposed to the Fire,
(it will be said): ""You received your good things in the life
of the world, and you took your pleasure therein. Now this
Day shall you be recompensed with a torment of humiliation,
because you were arrogant in the land without a right, and
because you used to rebel and disobey (Allah).”' 3!

T

Qphundds

In brief, this world is for the disbelievers, by which they are
lured to destruction, after which, they go on from this life in
which they were blessed, to the afterlife, where they find
punishment - we seek refuge with Allah from that - and the
punishment will be worse for them because they will find
therein torment and suffering, in addition to which, they will
suffer the loss of the things dear to them in the life of this
world, its blessings and its luxuries. This is a third purpose
which we might add to the above-mentioned two, concerning
the harm and illness the believer endures, for he transfers to an

[ Muslim no. 2956.
(2] ALARgaf 46 :20.
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abode of goodness from this world, so he will have gone from a
painful situation to one of ease and comfort, and his happiness
at the felicity given to him will be doubled, because he has
found ease and comfort in place of the pains and calamities he
previously suffered.

Ibn ‘Uthaimin

Keep the Grave away from the Mosque

A man built a mosque and he directed his family to
g place his grave in the mosque (after his death). Then
he died and he was buried in the mosque in front of the
Qiblah. And the distance between the grave and the
worshippers is only one meter. I request your advice in this
matter.

—

%Y, This grave must be removed from the mosque and placed
L&, far away from the mosque, in the local cemetery, because
its presence in the mosque is an incitement to commit Shirk.
Being that it is in the direction of the Qiblah makes the
prohibition all the more extreme, for it is nearer still to
associating partners with Allah, by worship of the grave’s
inhabitant. The rule on this has been expounded in the Hadith
narrated by the Two Shaikhs, on the authority of Abu
Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, in which he said:

P4
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(May Allah destroy the Jews and Christians; they took the
graves of their Prophets as places of worship 1]

Muslim narrated that the Prophet £ said:

g Ll G e 1,2

(1] Al-Bulkhari no.437 and Muslim no. 530.
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(Do not sit on the graves and do not pray towards them 1
Muslim also narrated that the Prophet £ said:
s et 58 Sisg 158 GSIE 06 5 b VD
15 52 ST B G s 55 1LasE o6 YT s
(Verily, those before you used to take the graves of their

Prophets and their righteous folk as places of worship, so do

not take the graves as places of worship, for I forbid you to do
so0 21

May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet

Muhammad and upon all his family and Companions.

The Permanent Committee

The Location of Paradise

) If the width of Paradise is as the width of the heavens
¥ and the earth, then where it is in this creation, which is
filled by the heavens and the earth?

7\ Before answering this question, we must preface it by

L2 saying whatever is in the Book of Allah and whatever has
been authentically reported from the Messenger of Allah #£ is
the truth and it is not possible that it contradicts the existent
reality, for the existent tangible reality is true and it is
impossible to doubt it. What is confirmed by the Qur’an and
Sunnah is (also) the truth, which is not possible to doubt, nor
is it possible for two truths to contradict each other in a way
which makes it impossible to reconcile them both. It is
confirmed by the Qur’an that the breadth of Paradise is as the
breadth of the heaven and the earth; and in another Verse:

‘%ué_)g‘( // /),/%

L1] Muslim no. 972 and Abu Dawud no. 3229.
(2] Muslim no. 532.
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4...as wide as are the heavens and the earth.p!)

This is the truth, without doubt. A Jew asked the Prophet #&
about this Verse saying: “If the width of Paradise is that of the
heavens and the earth, then where is the Fire?”” The Prophet
£ replied:

« )Lgij\ u).(.? ’°b J..UI A b\»

(When the night comes, where is the day?»[z]

Also, the statement of the questioner that this creation
contains naught but the heavens and the earth is incorrect. In
this. creation are the heavens and the earth, the Kursi®! and
the ‘Arsh.!*l The Prophet £ used to say, after he straightened
up from bowing in prayer:
105 503 Ge EE3 G215 u@w ARSI EAW!
(Filling the heavens, ﬁllmg the earth and filling whatever else
You wish !>

There is a world other than the heavens and the earth, known
to none but Allah. Likewise, we know from Him what He, the
Most Glorified, Most High has taught us, such as the ‘Arsh
and the Kursi; and the ‘Arsh is the highest of all created things.
And Allah, the Most Glorified, Most High ascended over the
‘Arsh in a manner befitting His Majesty and His Greatness.

Ibn ‘Uthaimin

The Ruling on Writing on Graves

U Aal “Dmran 3:133.

121’ Ahmad 4:75 and Al-Hakim 1:114.

3] Kursi - Footstool.

141 4y . Throne.

(51 Muslim no. 476 and At-Tirmithi no. 3423.
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Verses, plus the name of the dead person, the date of death
etc.?

"fé,\ It is not permissible to write on the grave, neither
£E, Qur’anic Verses, nor anything else, whether in metal or
on a sign or on anything else. This is because of what has been
authentically reported from the Prophet # in the Hadith of
Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, that he forbade
plastering over the graves, sitting on them and building over
them.['! This was narrated by Muslim and At-Tirmithi, and
An-Nasa‘i added with an authentic chain of narrators: “and
writing on them.”’?]

Ibn Baz

The Ruling on Reciting the Qur’an for the Dead

Is it permissible to recite the Qur’an for the dead, by
placing in the house of the dead person copies of the
Qur’an, so that neighbors and friends from among the
Muslims may recite from it, each of them a Juz’ Bl for
example, then to go to his work, without receiving any
monetary reward for it... and after reciting it, to supplicate
for the dead and give him the reward of the Qur’an
(recitation)... and will the recitation and the supplication
reach the dead person and will he receive the reward of it or

not? I request help and thank you.

"1‘}»\

This action and its like are without basis, and it is not
<&, reported from the Prophet £ or his Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, that they used to recite for the
dead; in fact, the Prophet £ said:

&5 565 1 4o of ez ot 2
[ Muslim no. 970.

(21 A-Tirmithi no. 1052.

3] Juz’: A section, being one thirtieth of the Qur’an.
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(Whoever performed a deed which is not from this matter of
ours, will have it rejected )]

It was narrated by Muslim in his Sakhik and by Al-Bukhari in a
Mu»‘allaqm form in his Sahik, in a manner that indicated his
approval of it. It is also narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim,
on the authority of ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her,
that the Prophet #£ said:
&5 6 & L Wiis 6T s &asl oo
(Whoever initiates in this matter of ours what is not from it,
will have it (his innovation) rejected.>>[3]

It is narrated by Muslim on the authority of Jabir, may Allah
be pleased with him, that the Prophet #£ used to say in his
sermon on Fridays:

G 8 J"/
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(As for what follows : Verily, the best of speech is the Book of
Allah, and the best guidance is that of Muhammad (&), and
the most evil of matters are the newly invented and every
innovation is a misguidance /™

An-Nasa’i added, with an authentic chain of narrators:
GO IS 8

. and every misguidance is in the Fire )]

As for giving charity to the dead and supplicating for them, it
benefits them and reaches them, by agreement of all of the

[ Muslim no. 1718.

2] AMu ‘allag : With an incomplete chain of narrators.
(31" Al-Bukhari no. 2697 and Muslim no. 1718.

(4] Muslim no. 867 and Ibn Majah no. 45.

[5]' An-Nasa’i no. 1579.
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Muslims. And with Allah is success, and Allah is the One from
Whom help is sought.

Ibn Baz

The Ruling on Celebrating Birthdays

) In our city in Egypt, it is the custom that when every
W person completes a year of his life, he holds a party and
we call it a ’'birthday’ party or ’blowing out the candles.’ I
have heard lately that it is not permissible in Islam; is this
action permissible in Islam, and is it permissible to visit
these parties when one of them is invited to do so? Please
advise us; with much gratitude to you.

»,\\ This custom is an evil one and a detestable innovation,
£33, for which Allah has revealed no authority. Festivals are
fixed, like acts of worship; and it is reported in the Hadith that
during the days of ignorance, the people of Madinah used to
celebrate two festivals, then Allah replaced them with the two
lawful festivals. Also, nothing is mentioned in the Law (of
Islam) called a birthday and none of the Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, used to do it, nor did the pious
early generations of the Muslim community do so, for it is not
permissible in Islamic law to celebrate these festivals, nor to
attend them, nor to encourage one’s family (to do so), nor to
congratulate someone or any such thing which entails
supporting or approving of this detested act.

Ibn Jibreen

Confirmation of the Disbelief of the Jews and
Christians and the Reply to Those Who claim that it is
not permissible to declare them Disbelievers

y In a particular lecture in a mosque in Europe, the
2 speaker claimed that it is not permissible to declare the
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Jews and Christians disbelievers. You know - may Allah
preserve you - that many of the people who frequent the
mosques in Europe do not possess much knowledge, and we
fear that this kind of talk may spread; therefore, we request
from you a clear answer to this question.

»% 1 say: Verily, these words which emanate from this man
£33, are misguidance, and might even be considered disbelief,
because the Jews and Christians are declared disbelievers by
Allah, the Almighty, the Majestic in His Book. Allah, the Most

High says:

,, s 4 Py - - PO d
‘Y \L_;-) L@__M ).'Lid Y\ \ ‘ _} r._J/’ \J c_.,.d\; f.“\
055 G2 sl h S |

$And the Jews say: '‘Uzair is the son of Allah,” and the
Christians say : '‘'The Messiah is the son of Allah." That is a
saying from their mouths. They imitate the saying of the
disbelievers of old. Allah's curse be on them, how they are
deluded away from the truth! They (Jews and Christians)
took their rabbis and monks to be their lords beside Allah by
obeying them in the things which they made lawful or
unlawful according to their own desires without being
ordered by Allah) and (they also took as their lord) the
Messiah, the son of Maryam, while they (the Jews and
Christians) were commanded to worship none but One Ilah
(God - Allah) La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be
worshipped but He). Praise and glory be to Him from having
the partners they associate (with Him). pH

This proves that they are disbelievers and Allah has clearly

O A¢ Tawbah 9:30-31 .
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shown their disbelief in other Verses:

o 81 el 5 A1 8 196 Al Tz 3

4Surely in disbelief are they who say that Alldh is the
Messiah, son of Maryam 3!

§Surely disbelievers are those who said: "'Allah is the third
of three (in a trinity)."%»[z]
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§Those among the Children of Israel who disbelieved were
cursed by the tongue of Dawud and ‘Isa, son of
Maryam .3

T

e 6 q&f;ﬁb’ ity g}j be IS 3‘-,3‘ i

>

& Verily, those who disbelieve (in the religion of Islam, the
Qur'an and the Prophet Muhammad ) from among the
People of the Scripture (the Jews and Christians) and Al-
Mushrikun will abide in the fire of Hell 3™

Such Verses are many as are the Hadiths. So whoever disputes
the disbelief of the Jews and Christians, who disbelieve in
Muhammad £ and belie him, then they have belied Allah, the
Almighty, the Majestic. And belying Allah is disbelief, and
whoever doubts their disbelief, there is no doubt as to his
disbelief.

Glorified be Allah! How can this man claim that it is not
permissible to make general pronouncement of disbelief on

U ALMaidan 5:17.

2] ALMa’idan 5:73.
3] ALMa'idan 5:78. ]
(4] Al-Bayyinah 98 :6. -
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them, when they say that Alladh is three, when their Creator
the Almighty, the Majestic has declared them to be
disbelievers? And how can he not agree to declare them to be
disbelievers, when they say that the Messiah is the son of
Allah, and they say that the Hand of Allah is tied up, and they
say: “Allah is poor and we are rich.”? How can he not agree to
declare them disbelievers, when they describe their Lord with
these evil epithets, all of which are shameful, abusive and
insulting?

I call upon this man to turn to Allah, the Almlghty, the
Majestic in repentance and to read the Words of Allah:

/‘ bl
) Srals % 1A

§They wish that you should compromise (in religion out of
courtesy) with them, so they (too) would compromise with
you pt

And (I call upon him) to avoid compromising with them in
their disbelief, to make clear to everyone that they are
disbelievers, and that they are the companions of the Fire. The
Prophet #£ said: :

KO/ RESA RN

e
z

(By Him in Whose Hand is my scul, there is none from
among the Jews and Christians from this community who will
hear of me and then refuse to follow what I have brought (or
he said : to believe in what I have brought), except that he will
be one of the companions of the Fire !

It is therefore incumbent upon this person to turn to his Lord

(1 AL Qalam 68 9.
[2] Muslim no. 153.
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in repentance due to this terrible calumny and to. announce
publicly that they are disbelievers and that they are the
companions of the Fire, and it is an obligation upon them to
follow the unlettered Prophet, Muhammad #, for he is
mentioned in the Tawrah and the Injil. He orders them to
enjoin what is just and forbid what is wrong and he prohibits
them from Al-Munkar (disbelief, polytheism and all that Islam
forbids) and he permits them At-Tayyibat (all things good and
pure) and he declares forbidden to them Al-Khaba’ith (all evil
and unlawful things). And he relieves them of their burden and
the fetters which were upon them. And those who believe in
him and support him and follow the Light which was sent
down to him, they are the successful ones - and he is the
fulfillment of the prophecy of ‘Isa, the son of Maryam upon
him be peace.

‘Isa, the son of Maryam said, as his Lord relates from him (in
the Qur’an):
;J [_,-4 fﬁ:\: :;\: U ls.k.,aa ﬂ\ 4,\3\ J_}uu d\ J-uja\
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€0 Children of Israel! I am the Messenger of Allah unto
you, confirming the Tawrah (which came) before me and
giving glad tidings of a Messenger to come after me, whose
name shall be Ahmad. But when he (Ahmad i.e. Muhammad
#) came to them with clear proofs, they said: "This is
plain magic."$!"]

But when who came to them...? Who came to them? The one
of whom the glad tidings were given, Ahmad; and when he
came to them with the clear evidences, they said: “This is plain
magic.” And this is how we reply to the claims of those
Christians who said: “The one about whom ‘Isa brought the
news was Ahmad, not Muhammad.” - We say to them: Verily,
Allah, the Most High says: But when he (Ahmad, i.e

1) As-Saff 61:6.
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Muhammad #£) came to them with clear proofs, they said:
“This is plain magic.”!!]

And none has come to them after Jesus, except _Muharhmad.;
and Muhammad is Ahmad, but Allah inspired ‘Isa to call
Muhammad as Ahmad, because Ahmad is the superlative of
Al-Hamd. So he is the most praising of Allah from among
mankind®! and he is the most praiseworthy in creation due to
his perfect characteristics. He - peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him - is therefore the most praising of Allah from among
mankind, being the superlative which falls under the category
of the active participle, i.e. Ahmad An-Naas!®! At the same
time, he is Ahmad An-Naas in the sense that he is the most
deserving of praise among them, which is the superlative
falling under the category of the object of the verb. So he is the
praiser and the praised, in the most complete sense of the
word praise, the proof of which is the name Ahmad.

I say: Every person who claims that there is a religion in this
world which Allih accepts instead of Islam is a disbeliever,
whose apostasy is in no doubt. For Allah, the Almighty, the
Majestic says in His Book:

P <l . P " s ltd Sy O Icd R oo
xfﬁY\@ﬁ;@Mohﬁlgpmi‘&éaw;%

i
$And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never
be accepted [rom him, and in the Hereafter, he will be one of
the losers .y

And He, the Almighty, the Majestic says:

E,/ it m Ta AR e vy CAe 25, Ae P el a2
$U, AT KT uly i KL 8 K8, XU 28T LG
() As-Saff61:6.
(2] AL Hamd ; Praise. ,
(31 Ahmad An-Naas : The most praising from among mankind.
() Aal ‘Tmran 3:85.
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€This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed
My Favor upon you and have chosen for you Islam as your
religion pH!

Based upon the above - and I repeat, for the third time - it is
incumbent upon this person to turn in repentance to Allah, the
Almighty, the Majestic and to make clear to all of the people
that those Jews and Christians are disbelievers, for the proof
has been established against them and the Message has come
to them, but they obstinately rejected it.

And verily, the Jews have been described as those upon whom
is (Allah’s) wrath, because they knew the truth, but they
rejected it, while the Christians have been described as those
who are astray, because they desired the truth, but went astray
from it. But now, all of them know the truth, but they reject it;
and due to this, all of them deserve to be of those upon whom
is (Allah’s) wrath, and I call upon those Jews and Christians to
believe in Allah and all of His Messengers and to obey
Muhammad #, for it is he whom they were commanded (to
follow) in their Scriptures, as Allah, the Most High says:
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$And My Mercy embraces all things. That (Mercy) I shall
ordain for those who are Al-Muttaqun and give Zakah, and
those who believe in Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses,
lessons, signs and revelations etc.) Those who follow the
Messenger, the Prophet who can neither read nor write (i.e.
Muhammad %) whom they find written with them .in the
Tawrah) - he commands them to perform Al-Ma'roof (i.e.
Islamic monotheism and all that Islam has ordained); and
he forbids them from Al-Munkar (i.e. disbelief, polytheism
of all kinds and all that Islam has forbidden); he allows
them as lawful At-Tayyibat (i.e. all good and lawful things,
deeds, beliefs, persons, foods, etc.) and he prohibits them as
unlawful Al-Khaba'ith (i.e. all evil and unlawful things,
deeds, beliefs, persons, foods, etc.); he releases them from
their heavy burdens (of Allah's Covenant) and from the
fetters (bindings) that were upon them. So those who believe
in him (Muhammad ), honor him, help him and follow
the Light (the Qur'an) which has been sent down with him,
it is they who will be successful. Say (Muhammad #g): 'O
mankind! Verily, 1 am sent to you all as the Messenger of
Allah - to Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and
the earth. La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be
worshipped but He); it is He Who gives life and causes
death. So believe in Allah and His Messenger (Muhammad
#%), the Prophet who can neither read nor write, who
believes in Allah and His Words; and follow him so that
you may be guided ']

And so that they might take the reward from two shares, as
the Messenger of Allah £ said:
2R G g G e BT G 45 sl g 6
€.

(There are three who will receive two rewards: A man from

() ALAvaf 7:156-158.
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the People of the Book who believes in his Prophet and believes
in Muhammad (2)... 1)

And I read the words of the author of Al-Igna’ in the chapter
on the ruling on the apostate, in which he said:

..or does not declare one who follows a religion other than
Islam to be a disbeliever, such as the Chrlstlans or is in doubt
about their disbelief, or declared their way to be correct - he is
a disbeliever.”

In a quote from Shaikh Al-Islam'?! he said: “Whoever
believed that the churches are the houses of ‘Allah, that Allah is
worshipped therein, that the practices of the Jews and
Christians may be defined as worship of Allah and obedience
to Him and His Messenger, or that He loves it, or that it
pleases Him, or helped them to open them, or establish their
religion, and that such activity brings them closer to Allah or is
an act of obedience, he is a disbeliever.”

In another place, he said: “Whoever believed that visiting the
Christians in their churches brings him closer to Allah is an
apostate.”

This confirms what we have said at the start of this reply,
which is that there is no doubt in the matter. And Alldh is the
One from Whom help is sought.

Ibn ‘Uthaimin

The Wisdom behind the Creation of Angels
that record Deeds

\ Verily, Allah, the Most High has created for us
Honorable Scribes who write down everything we say
and hear. What is‘ the wisdom behind‘ their creation,

(1 Al-Bukhari no. 97 and Muslim no. 154.
(2] Ibn Taimiyah.
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bearing in mind that Allah, the Most Glorified, Most High
knows (everything) and neither that which we hide nor that
which we do openly is hidden from Him?

*’C,\ First of all, in matters such as thesé, we might know the
£&, wisdom behind them or we might not; in fact, we do not
know the wisdom behind many things, as Allah says:

&g
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¢And they ask you (O Muhammad #g) concerning the Ruh
(the spirit). Say: "The knowledge of the spirit is with my

- Lord, and of knowledge you (mankind) have been given
only a little. p[*1

These are created things. Were the questioner to ask me, for
example: What is the wisdom behind the creation of the camel
in this form, or the horse in that form, or the donkey in that
form, or mankind in this form, and such like questions, and if
we were to ask: What is the wisdom behind Allah’s making the
Zuhr prayer four Rak‘ahs, ‘Asr prayer four Rak‘ahs and ‘Isha’
prayer four Rak‘ahs and such like questions, we could not know
the wisdom behind it. Indeed a questioner might ask: Why
were they not made eight or six? Thus, we see that the wisdom
behind many matters related to created things and even many
of the religious legislative matters is hidden from us. Having
accepted this, we may say that in seeking the wisdom behind
every creature or every legislated matter, if Alldh allows us to
reach 'it, we should consider this to be an extra favor,
knowledge and goodness. If we do not find it, we are not
lacking anything.

Then we return to the question, what is the wisdom behind the
appointment of the Honorable Scribes, who know what we do?

The wisdom in it is that it shows that Allah, the Most Glorified,
Most High has ordered all things and has prescrlbed everything

U ALrsa’ 17:85.
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to perfection, even to the Honorable Scribes who record all that
the sons of Adam do, even though He, the Most Glorified, Most

High knows what they will do even before they do it. All of this

is because of His perfect care and attention to mankind and His
perfect rule of this creation - and Allah knows best.

Ibn ‘Uthaimin

The Ruling on declaring a Particular Person to be a
Martyr and the Ruling on One Who dies from
Drowning while He is Drunl

@ I have read a Hadith of Abu Hurairah, the honorable
= Companion, may Allah be pleased with him, from the
noble Messenger £ in which he said:

X, - @ T o Bar L
(555 gl Oyaa5 W
«(Whom do you consider to be the martyrs among you?)

They said: “O Messenger of Allah! Whoever is killed in the
way of Allah is a martyr.”

He £ replied:

5 ST 013 Op
(Then the martyrs of my community are only a few.»
They said: “Then who, O Messenger of Allah?” He said:
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(Whoever is killed in the way of Allah is a martyr, and
whoever dies in the way of Allah is a martyr, and whoever
dies of plague is a martyr, and whoever dies of some gastric
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illness is a martyr, and whoever is drowned is a martyr !

So will a person who drowned while he was drunk recorded
as a martyr, bearing in mind that, according to the text of
the Hadith, a person drowned is considered a martyr. We
request Your Eminence to advise us.

¢\, Before answering this question, I would like to point out
Z&, that in these times the word Shaheed (martyr) has become
cheap to many people, so much so that they even declare those
who cannot be described as martyrs to be so; this is forbidden,
for it is not permissible for one person to ascribe martyrdom to
another, unless it was confirmed by the Prophet .

The testimony of the Prophet as to a person’s martyrdom may
be divided into two categories: The first is when he describes a
particular person as being a martyr, as in the authentic Hadith
in which the Prophet #£ ascended Mount Uhud with Abu
Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman. While they were on the mountain
it shook, so the Prophet & said:

O3] (Gl &S Ll VENES Bt
«Stand firm, Uhud, for upon you are a Prophet, a Siddig,”
and two martyrs )3 d

So anyone whose martyrdom was specifically attested to by
the Prophet #, we affirm his status as a martyr, believing the
testimony of the Messenger of Allah #£ and in obedience to
him in that.

The second category of those whose martyrdom was testified
to by the Prophet £ are those to whom he referred in general

U1 Muslim no. 1915 .

(2] Siddiq : A trustworthy or trusting man, i.e. Abu Bakr, upon whom the
Prophet # bestowed the title As-Siddiq, because he affirmed his belief in
the Prophet’s miraculous journey to Al-Agsa (Jerusalem) and to the seven
‘heavens. ‘

(31" Al-Bukhari no. 3675, Abu Dawud no. 4651, and Ahmad 5:331, 338.
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terms, as in the Hadith pointed out by the questioner, in which
he said that whoever was killed in the way of Allah is a martyr,
and whoever dies in the way of Allah is a martyr, and whoever
dies of plague is a martyr, and whoever dies of some gastric
illness is a martyr, and whoever is drowned is a martyr, and
others whose martyrdom is confirmed in the Hadith in general
terms. Regarding this category, it is not permissible to apply it
to a particular individual. We can only say: Whoever is
described thus is a martyr; but we do not refer in particular to
any person as a martyr, because the general description of a
martyr is different from the attribution of martyrdom to- a
specific person. Al-Bukhari has explained this in his Sahih
saying: “Chapter: It Should not be said of a Person: Shaheed.”
He cited as proof of this, the saying of the Prophet i
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(Allah knows best who is the Mujahid in His cause !
And his words:

(ol "..Kﬁ ke ’(..I;i &5
(And Allah knows best who is injured in His cause ']

Narrated under this heading was the long, well known Hadith
which tells the story of the man who was with the Prophet £
in a battle and he was brave, forging ahead, leaving no
detached enemy fighter without pursuing him and killing him
with his sword. The Companions, may Alldh be pleased with
them, extolled him in front of the Prophet #£%. Then Al-Bukhari
(may Allah have mercy on him) related the Hadith in which
the Prophet £ said:

B e R e LA s Ed T ks Jaad o Op
GO

(1 Al-Bukhari, The Book of Al-Jihad, chapter no. 77.
[2]° Al-Bukhari, The Book of ALJikad, chapter no. 77.
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(A person performs the deeds which to the people appear to be
the deeds befitting the dweller of Paradise, but he is in fact
one of the people of Hell )"

This evidence cited by Al-Bukhari (may Allah have mercy on
him) in his explanation is a clear proof, for his £ words:

I e Tof 5y
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WAllgh knows best who is the Mujahid in His cause.]

This proves that appearances may be deceptive and that the
judgements of the Hereafter will be based upon the truth, not
upon appearances. The story of this man related by Al-Bukhari
(may Allah have mercy on him) under this heading appears
very clear, for the Companions, may Allah be pleased with
them, praised him according to what was apparent from his

deeds, but the Prophet £ said to them:

) J.ai e f\z\;»
(He is one of the people of the Fire. »

So one of the Companions, may Alldh be pleased with them,
followed him and remained close to him. And the final action
of that man was that he killed himself with his sword.
Therefore, we do not judge the status of people in the
Hereafter, according to appearances, we only mention the
narrations in general terms - and Alldh knows best whether
this (ruling) may be applied to this man so described (as
drowning) or not. The author of Al-Fath*®! has mentioned that
‘Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him,
addressed the people saying: “You say that in your battles, so-
and-so was martyred, and so-and-so died as a martyr, and it
might be that he was thrown from his mount. So do not say
this! Instead, say as the Messenger of Allah # did:

L1 Al-Bukhari no. 2898.
(2] Al-Bukhari, The Book of Al-Jikad, chapter no. 77.
31 Fathul-Bari Explanation of Sahih Al-Bukhari by Ibn Hajar Al-‘Asqgalani.



The Book of Creed 199

«1;\“@/“. }2_; J;: ji ;»\ ot 2 2L L0
«(Whoever died in Allah's cause or was killed is a martyr.

This is what he said as is in Al-Fath and it is a Hasan Hadith.
Based upon this, we testify to what was affirmed by the
narration: If it was concerning a specific person, we testify to
the martyrdom of that person mentioned by the Prophet #&. If
it was in general terms, we testify to the generality of it, but we
do not apply it to. a specific person, because the judgement of
the Hereafter is based upon truth, not upon appearances. We
ask Allah, the Most High to strengthen us with firm words and
to improve our hearts and our deeds.

y[1]

Based upon this, in reply to the question, if a person drowns
due to drunkenness is he a martyr, we say: We do not affirm
for this drowned person that he is a martyr, whether he drank
alcohol, became inebriated and then drowned due to his
drunkenness, or he did not drink it.

As we have mentioned drunkenness, it is incumbent to know
that drinking alcohol is one of the major sins and that it is an
obligation upon every rational Muslim to abstain from it, as he
was ordered by his Lord, the Almighty, the Majestic. Whoever
drinks it until he becomes inebriated, will be flogged for the
first offence and again for the second offence and again for the
third offence. If he does it a fourth time, there are those among
the scholars who say that he should be killed, based upon a
Hadith to that effect. Others say that he should not be killed,
because the Hadith is abrogated. There are others who
differentiate (according to circumstances), like Shaikhul-Islam
Ibn Taimiyah, who said: “He should be killed if he has been
tlogged three or four times and he does not cease.” Shaikhul-
Islam said people should be killed if they will not refrain from
drinking unless they are killed. That means that if drinking
becomes common among the people and they will not stop it,

(1] Muslim no. 1915 and Ahmad 2:522.
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even after punishment, they should be killed.
Ibn ‘Uthaimin

The Ruling on Celebrating the Birthday (of the
| Prophet i) and Al-Isra‘ wal-Mi’raj [

There are some people who organize celebrations on
2 the birthday of the Messenger #£ and greet the visitors
whom they have invited; and on this day, they read the
Qur’an and the Seerah of the Prophet £ and make religious
invocations. They do the same kind of thing on the night of
Al-Isra’ wal-Mi‘raj, and they give charity in the form of
money and food. Are such actions permissible or forbidden?

'{C,\ There is no doubt that love of the Messenger #£ is an

=, obligation upon every Muslim; indeed, a person’s faith is
not complete until the Messenger # is more beloved to him
than his father, his son, himself and all people. Nor is there
any doubt that a part of loving him is to extol him, obey his
law, follow his guidance, and not to allow anyone to put
himself before him, nor place in his law anything which is not
a part of it, because whoever worshipped Allah in a way which
was not prescribed for His worshipers by Him or His
Messenger # has accused the Messenger #£ of negligence or
failing to complete the Message, and no Muslim can concede
this.

This is why he £ warned us to beware of innovations, saying:
|
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(Beware of newly invented matters, for every innovation is a
misguidance 2!

U ALLsra® wal-Mi‘raj : The Night Journey of :Al-Quds and Ascension of the
Prophet £ to the seven heavens.
2l Ahmad 4:126-127.
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He ordered us to follow his Sunnah and the Sunnah of the
noble, Well-Guided Caliphs who came after him. There is no
doubt that extolling the Prophet #£ is an act of worship, and if
one were to extol him through actions which were not
legislated by the Sunnah, it would be a despised innovation.
Celebrating the birthday of the Prophet £ by holding parties
and giving charity and organizing festivities and such like on
that day are all innovations without the slightest doubt. The
believing person is obliged to hold firm to what has been
confirmed as emanating from the Prophet #% which is
sufficient. As for this innovated thing, he £ has warned us
against it, and anything which he warns against contains no
good in it whatsoever. Were there any good in it, his
Companijons, may Allah be pleased with them, would have
been the first to practice it. The innovation of celebrating his
birthday did not begin until the fourth century after the
Hijrah, U and that was following the first three centuries
which were the best, and if it was correct, they would have
done it before us. If you are truthful, then it is incumbent
upon you to obey the Prophet #, for in doing so is (all)
goodness and success, so abandon such things, O my Muslim
brother.

The most surprising thing is that some people hold firmly to
this innovation, as if they consider it to be an obligation of the
highest order. You see them behaving negligently towards
many matters from the Sunnah, which have been authentically
reported from the Prophet #. It is incumbent upon (such) a
person to turn in repentance to Alldh and to return (to the
Sunnah) and say: “We hear and obey.”[*] It has been
authentically reported from Imam Malik (may Allah have
mercy on him) that he said: “Nothing will reform the last of

(1] Hijrah: Migration of the Prophet # and his Companions from the
persecution and intolerance of Makkah to the freedom and safety of
Madinah.

(21 ALBagarah 2:285.
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this community (i.e. the Muslims) except that which reformed
the first of it.”

We say the same thing regarding Al-Isra’ wal-Mi‘raj, for
nothing has been authentically reported from the Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them - nor the best (i.e. the first)
generations - to say that they celebrated it; and if celebrating it
was part of the Law of Allah, the Messenger £ would have
made it clear to us, and he would have called upon his
Companions # and his people to do it.

Lastly, I would say that it is not confirmed that the Prophet &
was born on the twelfth day of Rabi® Al-Awwal nor the night
thereof, nor that his Ascension (Al-Mi‘raj) took place on the
night of the seventeenth of Rajab; in fact, some of the scholars
say that he was born on the ninth of Rabi‘ Al-Awwal, not the
twelfth. Likewise, the ascension, as it is well known that it
took place in Rabi‘ Al-Awwal and this is nearer to the truth,
though there is also some doubt about this. It has not been
authentically reported that the ascension occurred in Rajab,
nor in Ramadhan, nor in Rabi‘. Therefore, celebrating his
birthday and Al-Isra’ wal-Mi‘raj are innovations without any
basis... neither legal nor historical. Thus, logic and tradition
demand that we do not celebrate these anniversaries.

Ibn ‘Uthaimin

Wearing Amulets is Forbidden
even if They are from the Qur’an

What is the ruling on wearing amulets and placing
2 them on the chest, or under the pillow, bearing in mind
that these amulets contain Qur’anic Verses only?

4}, The correct position is that wearing amulets, even if they
&, are from the Qur’an or from Hadiths is forbidden. This is
because it was not reported from the Prophet £, for any
means to attaining an end which is not reported from the
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Messenger £ is invalid and is not to be taken into account,
because it is Allah, the Almighty, the Majestic Who causes all
effects, and if this means is unknown to us either from the
Islamic law or from practical experience, then it is not
permissible and is not to be considered as a means of attaining
an end. Amulets, according to the most reliable view, are
forbidden, whether they are from the Qur’an or from other
than the Qur'an. When a person is afflicted by anything, he
should find someone to recite over him, as Jibril recited
incantations over the Prophet # and he used to recite
incantations over his Companions, may Allah be pleased with
them, and this is lawful.

Ibn ‘Uthaimin

Yes, the Jinn mingle with Mankind

When we write or speak about the Jinn, do they hear
us? And is there any supplication or words of seeking
refuge which should be said after doing so?

Y Yes, the Jinn mingle with mankind and hear their words,
&, and they can possess our bodies when they overpower us,
as is proven by many occurrences. But there are supplications
and Verses and Surahs which we can recite which are a means
of protection to mankind from their evil, such as Al-
Mu‘awwithatain, Ayat Al-Kursi and the like.

-

Ibn Jibreen

They are from Ahlul-Fitrah'"]

The Revealed Books prior to the Qur’an were altered,
, then came later generations and they continued to

ti Ahlul-Fitrah : Those who will be tried on the Day of Resurrection in
order to decide whether they will enter Paradise or the Hell-Fire.
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follow the path of these Books, without knowing that they
had been altered, so what will be the position of these
generations before Allah, the Most High on the Day of
Resurrection?

"@% There were people who deliberately falsified (their
£& Scriptures) and removed certain punishments and
changed some of them. These people carry two sins -altering
(the Scriptures), and misguiding those who came after them.
There are iothers who acted upon them, even though they
know that they have been altered; and they recite them (as
they are), even though they know what the correct reading
should be. They carry the sin of deliberately acting upon what
has been corrupted. There are still other people who are
ignorant and unlettered, who follow these laws and act upon
them, without searching for what is correct and original. They
carry some sin, but if they are unlettered and unable to
ascertain the truth, then their sin is carried by those who
misled them. And if they are unable to ascertain the truth and
find none to ask, then they will be judged as Ahlul-Fitrah, who
will be tested in the Hereafter and it will become clear from
Allah’s Knowledge who is a believer, and Allah knows best.

Ibn Jibreen

Destroying built-up Graves

\ My brother died and one of our relatives built a raised-
= up grave on the surface of the earth with inscribed on it

Verses from the Qur’an where he was buried. What is the
ruling on this, and is it permissible to destroy this edifice?

It has been authentically reported that the Prophet &

& forbade building over graves, plastering over them and
writing upon them, and he ordered ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased
with him, saying:

Srag . G 47 o sl ° 2T F
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(Do not leave any elevated grave without levelling it s

The reason for this is probably that it (such a grave) attracts
people’s attention and may be a cause of trial to the occupant
of the grave, as the ignorant people will think that it is the
grave of a ‘saint’ or a righteous leader, and they will become
attached to it and take it as a place of worship at which they
will pray. This has been prohibited, and what is reported that
is allowed is to raise the grave only the height of a finger joint,
in order that it be known that it is a grave, so that none may
sit upon it or tread on it etc.

Ibn Jibreen

Why do We worship Allah?

) We are students of knowledge and we were sitting in on a
2 lecture, and during the talk, the following question was
asked: “Why is Allah, the Most Glorified, Most High
worshipped?” One of those present answered, saying: “We
worship Allah in fear of His punishment and in hope of His
Mercy.” He further explained this by saying: “It is a
requirement of worship that one fulfills the Commands of
Allah and His Messenger and abstains from those things
which Allah and His Messenger have forbidden; only in this
way is affirmation of the Oneness of Allah achieved in
worship, which results in recompense from Allah, which is
what we all desire and fear.” Another person answered,
saying: “We worship Allah for His Self because He
commanded us to do so and because it is simply His right to
be worshipped, without thinking of Paradise or Hell, for if it
were ordained that there was no Paradise and no Hell-fire,
would we not worship Allah?”” And he rejected the first saying.

=

So which saying is nearer to the truth and what is the truth?
Also, is it in accordance with that decorum of knowledge and

(1 Muslim no. 969 Abu Dawud no. 3218 and At-Tirmithi no. 1049.
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teaching to reject a saying without producing any evidence,
while the saying that opposes it is also without proof? What
is the ruling on excessive arguing and debate in such matters?
May Allah reward you with the best reward.

ki j_‘\ It is reported in some narrations that when the reckoning
&, takes place in the Hereafter, Allah, the Most High will
bring forward a man and ask him: “Why did you worship
Me?” The slave will reply: “I heard of the creation of Paradise
and the lasting felicity which it contains and so I stayed awake
during the nights (in prayer), tired myself out during the day
(performing good deeds), I thirsted to be admitted to Paradise,
I yearned for it, that I might enjoy that felicity and the great
reward.” So Allah will say to him: “This is Paradise, so enter it
and you will have what you wanted and what you wished for.”
Then he will bring forth another man and ask him: “Why did
you worship Me?”” The slave will reply: “I heard of the creation
of the Fire and the punishment, the torment, the evils, the
fetters and the pain that it contains and so I stayed awake
during the nights (in prayer) and tired myself out during the
day (performing good deeds) fearful of the Fire and in terror
of its pain and punishment.” So Allah, the Most High will say
to him: “You are safe from the Fire. Enter Paradise, wherein
you will find that which you desired.” Then Allah will bring
forth a third man and ask him: “Why did you worship Me?”
He will answer: “I knew Your Attributes, Your Majesty, Your
Grandeur, Your Grace and Your Blessings and so I worshipped
You, desiring (only) You, and for love of You, for it is You
Who has the right to be worshipped and glorified, due to Your
Bounty, Your Blessings upon Your creation and because of
Your Perfect Attributes and Your Almighty Majesty.” So Allah,
the Most High will say to him: “Here I am, so look at Me! And
I have permitted for you My Reward and given you all that
you wished for.” In short, all of them are right, but he who
worships Allah because he knows that it is His right to be

worshipped and to have His rights rendered unto Him, and
because He deserves to be feared, and because He is the
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Owner of forgiveness and the Creator of the worshipper and
the One Who bestows Favor upon him and to Him belongs all
grace, bounty, praise and goodness etc. Then for this person is
the greater reward. And Allah knows best.

Ibn Jibreen

It is Not Permissible to describe a Dead Person
as ‘the forgiven’ or ‘upon whom is mercy’

All praise be to Allah and may peace and blessings of Allah be
upon His servant and His Messenger, Muhammad and upon
all his family and Companions. As for what follows:

Many announcements have appeared in the newspapers
concerning the deaths of some people, as have the notices of
bereavements placed by the relatives of the dead, describing
the dead therein as ‘forgiven’ or saying ‘upon whom is mercy’,
or such like sayings, indicating that he is one of the
inhabitants of Paradise. It is not unknown to any who has
knowledge of the religion of Islam and its beliefs that this is
one of the things which is known to none except Allah, and
that the belief of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah is that it is not
permissible to testify for anyone that he is in Paradise or Hell,
except those who are documented in the Qur’an, such as Abu
Lahab, or those whose end was testified to by the Messenger
£, such as the ten from among the Companions, may Alldh be
pleased with them, and their like. Or others such as them, for
whom there is evidence of their being forgiven or shown
mercy. Therefore it is incumbent to say instead: “May Allah
forgive him” or: “May Allah have mercy on him”, or similar
words of supplication for the dead.

I ask Allah, the Most Glorified that He guide us all to the
Straight Path. And may peace and blessings of Allah be upon
our Prophet Muhammad and upon all his family and

Companions.
Ibn Baz
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Some of the Sayings prevalent
among the Common People

)\ We have learnt some expressions from the common
2 people which we fear contain Shirk, such as: “I do not
believe that Allah...”, or: “Alldh would not say it” and the
like. What is your opinion, may Allah reward you?

These expressions which are often used by the common
&, people are said without intention and“they do not believe
that there is anything forbidden in them. They are accepted by
all from the young to the old, but their meaning is not above
criticism, therefore it is better to abstain from them, for the
first sentence contains a negation of belief in Allah and the
faithful person believes in Allah and in all that He has
informed us of. It is therefore sufficient to say: “I do not
believe that such and such has happened”, and the meaning
would be: I will not believe that this could happen, until it
does so. '

As for the second sentence, its meaning is that Allah cannot let
this happen, i.e. I hope that Allah will not allow this to happen
or to come into being. Their use of the word “say” is like the
expression: La Qaddar Alldh (may Allah not ordain it) and it is
something of which one should beware; if supplication of Allah
was made asking that such a thing not occur instead, it would
be safer.

Ibn Jibreen

The Ruling on Praying and Fasting
and such like on behalf of the Dead

'@\ Yes, it is correct for a person to pray, fast, give charity,
&L=, recite the Qur’an, utter remembrance of Allah, and
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perform other such deeds by which one draws closer to Allah
on behalf of the dead, on condition that he (the dead person)
is a Muslim. However, if he is a disbeliever, it is not
permissible for a person to do anything on his behalf. For
example, when a person dies and he was not in the habit of
praying, it is not permitted for his family to ask forgiveness for
him or to offer any righteous deeds on his behalf. Having said
this, this kind of charlty is not recommended, it is simply
permissible and it is better to supplicate Allah for him,
according to the words of the Prophet i&:
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«(When the son of Adam dies, all of his deeds are cut off
except three: Continuing charity, beneficial knowledge or a
righteous son who supplicates for him 1

Ibn ‘Uthaimin

There are no Superficial Matters in Islam

What is the ruling in the Islamic law on one who says:
“Shaving the beard and shortening one’s garment are
superficial issues and not part of the fundamentals of the
religion”, or one who laughs at those who stress these
things?

oY\, Such talk is very dangerous and highly detested; there
Z2, are no superficial matters in religion, all of them are
essentials and righteousness and beneficial. It (the religion) can
be divided into two categories: Fundamentals and
jurisprudence. The issues of the beard and shortening the
garment are matters of jurisprudence not fundamentals, but it
is not permissible to call any matter pertaining to the religion

L1 Muslim no. 1631, Abu Dawud no. 2880, Al-Bukhari no. 38, Ahmad
2:372, At-Tirmithi no. 1376 and An-Nasa’i no. 3681.
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superficial. One fears for the one who says such things in
disparagement and mockery, that he may be guilty of apostasy
from his religion, for Allah, the Most High says:
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€Say: "“Was it Allah and His Ayat (proofs, evidences,
verses, lessons, signs, revelations etc.) and His Messenger

that you were mocking? Make no excuse, you have
disbelieved after you had believed 3!

It was the Messenger % who ordered growing the beard and
trimming the moustache; and obedience to him is an
obligation, as is respect for his commands and his prohibitions
in all matters. Abu Muhammad Ibn Hazm has mentioned that
there is complete agreement among the scholars on the
obligation of growing the beard and shortening the moustache.
And there is no doubt that felicity, salvation, honor, nobility
and the praised abode (Paradise) are attained through
obedience to Allah and His Messenger £ and that destruction,
loss and an evil abode (Hell) are the result of disobedience to
Allah and His Messenger . Likewise raising one’s garments
above the ankles is an obligation, based upon the words of the
Prophet & :
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(Whatever hangs down below the ankles from the Izar T will
be in the Fire )"

And his words:

U A Tawbah 9:65-66.
2] Lzar: Waist wrap.
(31" Al-Bukhari no. 5787.
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(There are three persons to whom Alldh will not speak, nor
will He look upon them, nor sanctify them on the Day of
Resurrection and upon whom will be a painful punishment :
The one who lets his Izar hang down, the one who gives away
what is given to him and the one who sells his wares by
swearing to a lie. »"

And he & said:
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(Allah will not look at one who lets his garment hang out of
pride )12

Therefore it is obligatory for a. Muslim man to fear Allah and
raise his garment, whether it be a Qameesv,‘[?’] an Izar, trousers
or a cloak - and not to let it hang below the ankles. It is best
for it to be between mid-calf and the ankle. Should its hanging
down be due to pride, the sin is greater. If it is due to
negligence, rather than pride, then it is detested and the one
who does it is a sinner, but his sin does not include that of
pride, although there is no doubt that letting the garment hang
down is a path to pride, even if the one who does it claims that
he does not do so out of pride. Since the warning in the Hadith
is general, it is not permissible to be negligent in the matter. As
for the story of (Abu Bakr) As-Siddiq, may Allah be pleased
with him, and his words to the Prophet #&: “My Izar hangs
down, unless I am careful with it.”” The Prophet £ said to him:

[1] Muslim no. 106 and Abu Dawud no. 4087.
(2] Al-Bukhari no. 5783.
(3] Qamees : A long shirt.
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You are not one of those who do it out of pride )"

This is the truth regarding one whose situation is as that of As-
Siddiq, may Allah be pleased with him, regarding the hanging
down of his garment without pride, who takes care with it and
endeavors to keep it firm. As for him who deliberately lets his
garment hang down, the warning (of punishment) includes
him and he is not like As-Siddiq. In addition to what has been
mentioned, wearing a long, hanging garment is also a waste of
money and it causes it to trail in dirt and impure things, and it
is a form of imitating women - and a Muslim is obligated to
avoid all of these things. And Allah is the Granter of success
and the Guide to the Right Way.

Ibn Baz

Allah guarantees Sustenance, but...

w) From those who hide themselves with and wear the
= garment of Islam I have heard the claim that
sustenance is guaranteed by Allah, the Most Glorified, Most
High, and that whoever is God-fearing and sticks to the
correct path of Islam will eat from above him and below
him and from where he never expects it; but why do people
die from hunger and drought in some areas? Is there not a
guarantee from before which is conditional upon obedience
(to Allah and His Messenger #&)?

\ There is no doubt that Allah, the Most High guarantees
<&, sustenance for all created things and He has made for
them their means (of attaining it), but He may test people -
even if they be believers - by trial, in order to show who is
patient and who is not. And He, the Most High has made the
means of acquiring sustenance easy and given man strength

(1) Abu Dawud no. 4085.
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and ability to pursue trade, profit, and to seek sustenance. But
if he does not make use of this strength and ability, then he is
not protected from being afflicted by hunger, poverty and
pain. Likewise, Allah might afflict a land in which there are
cattle and other livestock, as a punishment for the people’s
sins, disbelief and because they abandoned their obligations.

Ibn Jibreen

Is Kufr (Disbelief) from Allah?

) We know that everything which happens in this world

& is from Allah, the Most Glorified, Most High, so is Kufr
also from Allah?

) We must believe that Allah, the Most High guides whom
Za He wills, by His Bounty, and He sends astray whom He
wills through His Justice, and that nothing happens in this
world except by the universal extent of Allah’s Will and Intent.
This includes Kufr, belief, obedience, disobedience, and that
whatever Allah wills, will happen, and that whatever He does
not will, will not happen. In addition, Allah, the Most High
has given the people ability and free will by which they pursue
their deeds, whether good or evil, and in accordance with
them, the obedient one is rewarded and the disobedient one is
punished. But Allah, the Most Glorified, has favored the
believers with His Guidance and directed their hearts towards
obedience by His Grace and Generosity, while He has
abandoned the disbelievers and has given them a free hand in
(the matter of) their souls, their vain desires and their enmity,
out of His Justice and Wisdom. And your Lord does not treat
anyone with injustice. Due to this, disbelief occurs by Allah’s
universal Intent and (then) the Will of Allah has granted the
individual. In accordance with it, he will be punished because
of his choice and his ability, even though it may be surpassed
by the Ability and Will of the Creator - and Allah knows best.

Ibn Jibreen
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Islam’s Attitude to Folk Medicine

~@_ What is the position of Islam regarding practitioners of
= folk medicine?

@\ It has been reported in a Hadith:
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(Allah did not send down a disease without sending down the
cure for it; he who knows it knows it and he who is ignorant
of it is ignorant of it )t

These practitioners of folk medicine have learnt these
medicines through experience and consulting the books of
medicine which have compiled by scholars who were
knowledgeable in such things. This is one of the many sciences
since the time of the Prophets and before. Some people have
specialized and learnt the composition of medicines and the
properties of every medication and their uses, but they believe
that they are a means to a cure and that it is Allah, the Most
Glorified, Most High Who brings about the result. Based upon
this, there is no objection to learning this (kind of medicine)
and being treated by it. The questioner should read the bool
At-Tibb An-Nabawi by Ibn Al-Qayyim and (another bool of the
same title) by Ath-Thahabi and Al-Adab Ash-Shar‘iah by Ibn
Muflih and the book Tasheelul-Manafi and such like.

Ibn Jibreen

The Ruling on Travelling to Other than
the Three Mosques!*!

) Therebis a mosque near us which was built and called
& Mu‘ath bin Jabal Mosque, popularly known as Masjid

(1] Al-Bukhari no. 5678.

(2] The three mosques: The Sacred Mosque in Maldkah, Prophet’s Mosque
in Al-Madinah and Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem.
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Al-Jund. The people come to visit it on Fridays and in the
month of Rajab every year, both men and women. Is this
authorized by the Sunnah, and what is your advice to those
people, O Eminent Sheikh.

u\ First of all, this is not authorized by the Sunnah, because
& it has not been authenticated that Mu‘ath bin Jabal, may
Allah be pleased with him, built a mosque when the Prophet
#& sent him to Yemen. And since it is not verified, the claim
that this is his mosque is baseless, and every claim without
evidence is rejected.

Secondly, even if it were proved that Mu‘ath bin Jabal built a
mosque there, visiting it and travelling to it have not been
prescribed. Indeed, travelling to any mosque other than the
three mosques is forbidden. The Prophet £ said:

3.5
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Do not saddle up your riding beasts except to three
mosques : The Sacred Mosque, this, my mosque and Al-Agsa
Mosque

Thirdly, singling out the month of Rajab for such visits is an
innovation also, because the month of Rajab is not singled out
for any kind of worship, neither fasting nor prayer, and its
ruling is no different from that of the other Sacred Months;
they are: Rajab, Thul-Qa‘dah, Thul-Hijjjah and Muharram.
These are the months about which Alldh says in His Book:
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¢ Verily, the number of months with Allah is twelve months
(in a year), so was it ordained by Allah on the Day when He

(1] Al-Bukhari no. 1197 and Muslim no. 1397.
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created the heavens and the earth; of them four are
sacred .y '

It has not been authentically reported that the month of Rajab
has been singled out from them for anything, neither fasting
nor prayer. Thus, if any person singles out this month for any
kind of worship which has not been confirmed by the Prophet
#, he is an innovator, because the Prophet £ said:
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t is incumbent upon you to follow my Sunnah and the
Sunnah of the Well-Guided Caliphs who come after me; hold
fast to it and bite onto it with your molars, and beware of
newly invented matters, for every newly invented matter is
an innovation, and every innovation is a misquidance »*!

So my advice to those, my brothers who attend this mosque
which they claim is the mosque of Mu‘ath in Yemen is not to
fatigue themselves and waste their money in this matter which
will do naught but distance them from Alldh. I advise them to
exert their energies in things of which the legality is confirmed
by the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet #, and

this is sufficient for the believer.

Ibn ‘Uthaimin
It is Not Permissible for Anyone to reject the Laws
which Allah has imposed upon His Creatures

There is a man who says that some of the Islamic laws
2 need to be revised and that they need to be changed as

U ApTawbah 9:36.
(2] Ahmad 4:126 and 127.
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they are not suitable for these times, such as the laws of
inheritance, which grant two shares to the male. What is
the Islamic ruling on those who say such things?

The laws which Alléh has ordained for His creatures and

His truthful Messenger - may the best of peace and blessings
from his Lord be upon him - such as the laws of inheritance,
the five prayers, Zakah, fasting and such like, which Allah has
elucidated for His creatures and upon which the whole
community (of Muslim scholars) agree may not be rejected by
anyone, nor may they be altered, for they are laws established
for the whole community in the time of the Prophet £ and
afterwards until such time as the Hour is established. This
includes favoring the male children and their sons, the brothers
of the parents, and of the father (by two shares),

Because Allah, the Most Glorified, the Most High has made it
clear in His Noble Book and the Muslim scholars are in
complete agreement over it. Therefore it is incumbent to do it,
with faith and belief. And whoever claims that something else
is better is a disbeliever, as is the one who claims that it is
permissible to act in defiance to it, because he has rejected
Allah and His Messenger # and the consensus of the scholars,
and it is a duty of those placed in authority to order him to
turn to Allah in repentance if he is a Muslim; he either does so
or he should be killed as a disbelieving apostate from Islam.
The Prophet &g said:
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(Whoever changes his religion, kill him )]

We ask Allah to protect us and all of the Muslims from trials
and disobedience to the pure Islamic law.

Ibn Baz.

(11" Al-Bukhari no. 3017, Abu Dawud no. 4351, Tbn Majah no. 2535 and
Ahmad 1:282.
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The Meaning of Happiness and Wretchedness

) I would like a clear explanation of the words Sa‘adah

2 (happiness) and Shagawah (wretchedness) which Allah
decrees for man when he is in the belly of his mother, and
how can this be reconciled with the Verse:
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€As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to
Allah and fears Him, and believes in Al-Husna (the best,
i.e. La ilaha illallah - none has the right to be worshipped
except Allah, or a reward from Allah), We will make smooth
for him the path of ease. But he who is a greedy miser and
thinks himself self-sufficient and belies Al-Husna, We will
make smooth for him the path of evil .3? 1]

\ The happiness and wretchedness which Allah, the Most
“&, Glorified, Most High decrees for mankind when he is in
the belly of his mother was also decreed for man fifty thousand
years before the creation of the heavens and the earth.
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(When Allah, the Most Glorified, Most High created the
Pen, He said to it : "Write.”” It asked: ""What shall 1 write?"
He replied : "Write all that will be."” So it wrote everything
that :vould be from that hour to the Day of Resurrection 2]

Included in that is the happiness of the sons of Adam and
their wretchedness, and this does not contradict the Words of

() A1Layl 92:5-10.
(2] Abu Dawud no. 4700 and At-Tirmithi no. 2155.
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Allah, the Almighty, the Majestic:
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4As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to
Allah and fears Him, and believes in Al-Husna (the best,
i.e. La ilaha illallah - none has the right fo be worshipped
except Allah, or a reward from Allah), We will make smooth
for him the path of ease. But he who is a greedy miser and

thinks himself self-sufficient and belies Al-Husna, We will
make smooth for him the path of evil "]

Because the deeds of the individual are the means by which he
attains happiness or the cause of his wretchedness. So he is
required to abide by the commands and prohibitions which
Allah has enjoined upon him and believe in what he is
informed, and to avoid miserliness and claiming to have no
; need of Allah, the Almighty, the Majestic, and disbelief in
what he is informed. The Prophet #£ informed his
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them:
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«  (There is none whose place in Paradise or the Hell-Fire has
not been already written .y

They said: “O Messenger of Allah! Shall we not depend upon
what has been written and abandon deeds?”” He said:
(Act, for the path of everyone is made easy towards that for
which he was created.» Then he recited this Verse.[*]

| Thus, when a person conforms, and he follows the right path,
I and fulfills what Allah has ordained for him and abstains from
|
|
|
|
|

[ ALLayl 92:5-10.
(2} AL-Bukhari no. 4949 .
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what is prohibited to him, and believes in what he is obliged to
believe, the way is then made easy for him to attain ease. This
is a sign and a proof for him that he is one of the people of As-
Sa’adah, because the Prophet #£ said that the deeds of the
people of As-Sa‘adah are made easy for them.

In the case of the one who opposes this, it is a proof of his
wretchedness - may Allah protect us from that - for it is made
easy for him to perform the deeds of the people of Ash-
Shaqawah

Ibn Jibreen

The Punishment of the Grave

Does the punishment of the grave affect the spirit or
2 the body?

The punishment of the grave is confirmed in the Book of
_W Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger #£; as for the
Book of Allah, He, the Most High says: o -

IS
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4And if you could but see when the Thalimun _(polytheists
and wrongdoers) are in the agony of death, while the angels
are stretching forth their hands, saying: "Deliver your
souls! This Day you shall be recompensed with the torment
of degradation because of what you used to utter against
Allah other than the truth. And you used to reject His Ayat
(proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs revelations etc.)
with disrespect. %»[1]

And He says:

) ALAn‘am 6:93.
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4The Fire, they are exposed to it morning and afternoon and
on the Day when the Hour will be established, (it will be
said to the angels): ''Place Fir'awn's (Pharaoh’s) people in
the severest torment!p!!)

As for the Hadiths which mention the punishment of the grave,
they are numerous, including the Hadith known to scholars
and lay people among the Muslims, which worshipper utter in

prayer:

e o o . of8 PR PP P by 1os%
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I seek shelter with Allah from the punishment of the Hell-
Fire, and from the punishment of the grave, and from the trial
of life and death, and from the trial of Al-Masih Ad-
Dajjal 221

The punishment of the grave is essentially a spiritual one, but
it might also affect the body sometimes, especially at the time
of interrogation, when man is asked at the time of his burial
who is his Lord, what is his religion, and who is his Prophet,
for his soul is returned to his body, but it is the retumn of Al-
Barzakh'3! and it is not connected to the body in the same way
as it was ‘during the life of this world. So the deceased is asked
about his Lord, his religion and his Prophet, and if he is a
disbeliever or a hypocrite, he will say: “Hah! Hah! I do not
know!” I heard of a man about whom they said something,

() Ghafir 40 :46.
(21" Al-Bukhari no. 832 and Muslim no. 589.

(3] Al-Barzakh : a barrier; referring to all that occurs when the soul is
returned to the body, from the time  of death until the Day of
Resurrection.
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and so I said likewise.” Then he will be struck with an iron rod
and he will cry out with such a cry that everything except
mankind will hear him and if man were to hear it, he would
fall down.[!]

Ibn ‘Uthaimin.

Whoever claims to have Knowledge of the Unseen is a
Fortuneteller, a Sorcerer or a Taghut!*)

\ What is the ruling on one who claims‘ to have
4 knowledge of the unseen? And what are the types of
Al-Ghaib (the unseen) which mankind desires to know?

% Whoever claims to possess knowledge of the unseen is a
<& fortuneteller, a sorcerer or a Taghut because none knows
the unseen except Allah, as Allah says:

-
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4And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is
unseen) ; none knows them but He.%»m

What is meant by Al-Ghaib is knowledge of the future, of the
times of death, of one’s life-span, etc.

Ibn Jibreen

Mental Disturbances cannot be cured by Amulets

E' Is it permissible for me to wear an amulet since I suffer
2 from mental disturbances?

) At-Tirmithi no. 1071 and Abu Dawud nos. 4751 and 4753.

(2] Taghut : One who has exceeded the bounds. It normally refers to any
false deity. This or one who is worshipped and he is pleased with that,
or one who calls others to the worship of other deities besides Allah,
and Ash-Shaytan, in addition to one who claims knowledge of the unseen.

3] ALAn‘am 6:59.
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u\ It is not permissible to wear amulets according to the
&2, (previously) mentioned Hadith!'! and others; but it is
permissible to make incantations using the Qur’an, to make
supplications, perform the night prayers, make remembrance
of Allah much, perform righteous deeds, seek refuge with Allah
from Satan and avoid acts of disobedience and those who
commit them. All of this will bring peace, rest and a happy life.

Ibn Jibreen

The Ruling on Swearing by Al-Amanah >}

Is swearing by “Amanatullah” permissible, and what is
2 the view of the Islamic law regarding one who plays
chess, backgammon and dominoes?

It is not permissible to swear by Al-Amanah, for it has
<&, been reported in a Hadith on the authority of Buraidah,
may Allah be pleased with him, that the Prophet #£ said:

(G Suls SUYL G5 S0
(Whoever swears by Al-Amanah is not one of us !

As for playing chess, it is forbidden, according to what has
been said by the Muslim scholars; and as for backgammon and
dominoes, both of them are frivolous acts, which prevent one
from the remembrance -of Allah and waste the Muslim’s time
in futility. The rational person regards his time too valuable to
waste in things such as this.

Ibn Jibreen

(1] See "The Ruling on sellin AmuIets and Talismans" and related
g g
questions that appeared earlier.

(21 Ap Amanah : trust.
(3] Abu Dawud no. 3253.
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The Cure for Satanic Thoughts

M

\ Sometimes dangerous notions and ideas come into my

= mind and I fear that they may remove me from the
pale of my religion; what can I do about them?

Y These notions and thoughts are from Satan, who
Z2., whispers into the hearts of mankind in order to cause
confusion to the Muslim; so when you feel any such thing,
seek refuge with Allah and stop thinking about matters of the
unseen, matters of (Allah’s) Attributes and creation, so that
your conviction is not weakened.

Ibn J ibreen

The Angels entering the House

Is it true that the angels do not enter a room on whose
walls there are pictures hung?

It has been reported in authentic Hadith that the angels
do not enter a house in which there is a dog, nor that in
which there is a picture,[l] ‘but it has been reported in some
narrations that those which are printed on clothes are
accepted.?! It has been authentically reported that the
Prophet #£ entered upon ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with
her, and she had curtained off a vestibule in her house with ‘a
curtain containing pictures. The Prophet £ became angry and
would not enter until she had removed it and made it up into
a cushion or two cushions.l®! From this it has been inferred
that what has been cut up and is trodden on or sat upon is
permissible, while that which is fastened or hung on the wall or
such like is prohibited. This would be either because in these
pictures there are imitations of Alldh’s creation, or because of

(1] Al-Bukhari no. 3224 and Muslim no. 2106.
(2] Al-Bukhari no. 5958.
(3] Al-Bukhari no. 5954.
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the fear of them being revered and becoming objects of
exaggerated and excessive behavior, or of the makers of these
pictures being revered and praised, which are the prerogatives
of Allah, the Most High.

Ibn Jibreen

The Evidence of the Messengers’ Truthfulness

@ What is the evidence of the Messengers’ and Prophets’
= truthfulness and with what did Allah support them?

Allah provided proofs for the Prophets’ truthfulness,
£& supported them with miracles which impressed mankind,
and they were also known among their peoples for their
truthfulness and their good counsel. Their characters were
excellent, their deeds were righteous, their tongues were
truthful, and they were trustworthy, religious folk.

They were happy, having a cheerful appearance. Alldh knows
best where to put His Message and they were the best of
Allah’s creation; and your Lord creates and chooses whom He
wills. Whoever requires more information on this subject
should read the books of history, Tafsir, Prophetic Seerah and
miracles and evidences of Prophethood which have been
penned by the scholars wherein they have expounded on the

subject in detail.
Ibn Jibreen

Disagreement between the Companions, may Allah be
pleased with them, and the Ruling on cursing Them

e What is the position of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah
= regarding the disagreements among the Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them? And what is the ruling on
cursing one of them?

o\ Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah refrain from commenting on
<& the disgreements between the Companions, may Allah be
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pleased with them. They say that each of them is a
Mujtahid,""! and whichever of them reaches a correct decision,
has two rewards; while whoever makes a mistake, has the
reward of his Ijtihad and will be forgiven for his mistake. The
virtue and praise of the Companions, may Allah be pleased
with them, has been recorded in the Book (of Allih) and the
Sunnah. This is why we consider them to be just and fair and
invoke Allah’s Pleasure upon them, and we absolve them of
the claims of the Rafidhah, [21" who revile them, or curse some
of them. For whoever reviles one of them, or claims it ‘s
permissible to curse one of them, is astray and a source of
misguidance. We seek refuge with Allah from his position.

Ibn Jibreeﬁ
The Difference between a Messenger (Rasul)
and a Prophet (Nabiyy) '

Is there any dlfference between a Messenger and a

Z Prophet? -

[T
TIE

Yes, the scholars say that a Prophet is one who receives
Z& Revelation from Allah of a law, but he is not commanded
to propagate it, only to practice it himself, without being called
upon to disseminate it. '

A Messenger is one who receives Revelation from Allah of a
law and he is called upon to propagate it and to act upon it.
Every Messenger is a Prophet, but not every Prophet is a
Messenger. The Prophets are more in number than the
Messengers; and Allah has related the stories of some of the
Messengers in the Qur’an and others He has not related"Allah,

[ Mujtahid . One. who performs Ijtihad which is the case of issuing a
religious ruling on a matter that is not previously proven by religious
texts.

2] Rafidhah . A diverse category of Shiites who share the common trait of
reviling and slandering the Companions of Allah’s Messenger #£.
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the Most High says:
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¢And indeed We have sent Messengers before you (O
Muhammad #2): Of some of them We have related to you
their story, and some of them We have not related to you

their story. And it was not given to any Messenger that he
should bring a Sign except by the leave of Allah 3]

Based upon this Verse, it is plain that every Prophet
mentioned in the Qur’an is a Messenger.

Ibn ‘Uthaimin

The Ruling on Countering Magic with Magic

i) I have a friend whose wife was subjected to magic and
= no medicine has helped her. So another person pointed
out a man to us who treats magic with magic... is this man
guilty of any sin, since he is using magic in order to benefit
others and he is not harming anyone by it? And is there any
sin upon my friend for going to this magician in order to

cure his wife from what is afflicting her?

% I would like to make clear that magic is one of the major
L& sins; indeed, it is Kufr if the magician seeks help from the
devils or commits Shirk thereby. Teaching magic is also Kufr
and it is incumbent to avoid it and beware of it so one does
not fall victim to the kind of Kufr which takes one out of the
fold of Islam. As for removing the spell of one affected by
magic, it may be divided into two categories. The first category
is through the use of permitted invocations from the Qur’an;
this is allowed and there is no objection to it. One of the best
things to be recited against magic is:

1 Ghafir 40.78.
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€@ 9 55, 41 3
§Say : "1 seek refuge with the Lord of the daybreak.” p!"]
And:

€Say : "I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind." 3]
The second category is curing magic by magic; in this matter
there is a difference of opinion, both among the early scholars
and later scholars. Some of them permit it because of the
removal of evil entailed in it for the one who is under its spell
and others have forbidden it. The Prophet #& was asked about
An-Nushrah®! and he said:

«Q\LZ.‘:N L,).;L e Y
It is from the deeds of Satan /)

And the deeds of Satan are those which contain magic. As for
that which uses permitted invocations, there is neither
objection nor opposition to it, until such times as Allah cures
him of that (which ails him). As for belief in magic, it is of two
types: The first is that one believes that it has an effect, and
there is no objection to this, because it is a matter of fact. The
second type is to believe in it and to accept it; this is forbidden
and not permitted.

Ibn ‘Uthaimin
The Destination of Ahlul-Fitrah

T@ What is the final destination of those who lived during
™= the period the Messenger of Allah, ‘Isa, upon him be

L

U Suran Al-Falaq .
(2] Surah An-Nas .
3] An-Nushrah : Treatment of magic, often involVing counteractive magic.

4]’ Abu Dawud, no. 3868.
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peace, and before the beginning of the mission of our
Messenger, Muhammad £ and are they considered to
belong to Ahlul-Fitrah?

The correct statement is that Ahlul-Fitrah are divided into
two categories: The first category is the one before whom
the evidence is established, and he recognized the truth, yet
followed what he found his forefathers following. In this case,

there is no excuse for him and he is among the inhabitants of
the Fire.

qu:\

L,

As for one before whom the evidence has not been established,
his matter is for Allah, the Almighty and Majestic to decide,
and we do not know his final destination. This is because we
do not know of a Shari‘ah text for that case. But in the case of
one about whom it is confirmed that he will be .in the Fire
based upon authentic evidence, then he is in the Fire.

Ibn ‘Uthaimin

The Ruling on Swearing by Ash-Sharaf'"
and by the Ka‘bah

-‘ﬁ‘ Is it permissible to swear by Ash-Sharaf or by the
Ka‘bah?
7Y, It is not permissible to swear by other than Allah; indeed,
Z3, it is Shirk. This is because to swear by somethmg is to
glorify it and it is not permissible to glorify any created thing.
The Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, during the
early period of Islam, used to swear by the Ka‘bah, but the
Prophet #£ ordered them to s ?I “By the Lord of the Ka‘bah...”
As for Ash-Sharaf, An-Nasab,*! Al-Adab 13! and the like, all of
them are swearing by other than Allah. Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah

(1] Ash-Sharaf : High rank, nobility.
(2] An-Nasab : Lineage, family tree.
(3] Al-Adab : Good manners.
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be pleased with him, said: “The Shirk in this community is less
visible than the crawling of a black ant on a black rock, during
a dark night.” And it is to say: “By Allah and your life, O so-
and-so and by my life...” etc. Thus, making life the object of
ones swearing is a kind of Shirk. 4

Ibn Jibreen

The Ruling on Celebrating Birthdays

What is the rule on Celebratlng birthdays?

h(

llm

Celebratmg birthdays has no basis in the pure rehglon
rag indeed, it is an innovation, according to the saying of the
Prophet #&:

A }é.a @ :,.;3\.2 NS Cal o &30 Lo
(Whoever innovates in this matter of ours that which is not
from it, will have it rejected )]

In the wording of Muslim, narrated in Mu‘allag'*’ form by Al-
Bukhari in his Sahih, in a manner indicating his approval of it,
it was said:

35 58 Gl gle 0 e Ju 30
(Whoever performs a deed which is not in conformity with
this religion of ours will have it rejected ">

It is well known that the Prophet £ did not celebrate his
birthday. throughout the whole of his life, nor did he order it.
Neither did he teach it to his Companions, may Alldh be
pleased with them, likewise the noble caliphs. None of his
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, did it and they

(1} Al-Bukhari no. 2697 and Muslim no. 1718.
12) My ‘allag : With an incomplete chain of narrators.
13] Muslim no. 1718.
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were the most knowledgeable of people regarding his Sunnah,
and they loved the Messenger of Allih £ more than any other
people and they were the most careful in obeying that which
he brought (i.e. the Qur'an and Sunnah). If celebrating his
birthday had been legislated, they would have been the first to
do it. Likewise were the scholars of the best generations, not a
single one of them did it, nor did they order it.

From this, it is known that it is not part of the Islamic law that
Allah sent Muhammad #£ to celebrate it. We call Allah, the
Most Glorified to witness, along with all of the Muslims that
had he #£ done it or ordered it, or if his Companions, may
Allah be pleased with them, had done it, we would be the first
to do it and to call others to do it. Because we are - all praise
and thanks be to Allah - the most careful of people in obeying
his Sunnah and extolling his commands and his prohibitions.
We ask Allah that He make us and all of the Muslims firm
upon the truth and to keep us safe from all that contradicts
the pure Law of Allah, verily, He is Most Magnanimous, Most
Generous.

Ibn Baz

The Ruling on Building over Graves

i@ What is the ruling of the religion on building graves
' with bricks and cement, above the surface of the earth?

% First of alls-I dislike for a person to be addressed by such

questions as: “What is the ruling of the religion, or what
is the ruling of Islam,” or such like, because one person cannot
speak for Islam, for he might be mistaken, or he might be
right. So if we say that a person speaks for Islam, it amounts to
saying that he is never wrong, since there are no mistakes in
Islam. It is therefore better to say, in such cases: “What do you
copsider is the ruling on one who does such and such?” or:
“What is your opinion regarding one who does such and
such?” or: “What is your view in Islam, is the ruling for such
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and such?” The important thing is that the question be
worded in a way that reflects the real worth of the one being
questioned.

As for my view regarding this question, then it is not allowed
to build over graves. This is because it is confirmed that the
Prophet # forbade building over graves, plastering the grave,
or that something be erected over it. So the structure over the
grave is prohibited since it is a means toward using it for
worship and committing Shirk with Allah the Almighty, the
Majestic.

Ibn ‘Uthaimin.
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EliDealing with Disbelievenﬂ

The Ruling on showing Hospitality to Non-Muslims
by offering them Alcoholic Drinks

ﬁ Is it permissible for a Muslim to show hospitality to the
friendly non-Muslims by offering them food and drink
Wthh the Islamic religion has prohibited?

Islam is the religion of tolerance, ease and flexibility, and

, Haﬁ at the same time, it is the religion of justice. Hospitality

is a part of Islamic good manners, but if the guest is a
disbeliever, then the ruling differs according to the different
intention of the host and the different types of hospitality he
offers him. If his intention is legitimate, based upon his desire
to create harmony between himself and the disbeliever, so that
he may call him to Islam and save him from Kufr and
misguidance, then his intention is honorable.

One of the fixed rules of the Islamic law is that means are
governed by aims; thus, if the aim is obligatory, the means is
also obligatory; whereas, if the aim is forbidden, the means is
also forbidden. And if he does not have a legitimate intention
in offering hospitality and his failing to do so will not result in
harm, then it is permissible.

However, offering hospitality in the form of food and drinks
which Allah, the Almighty, the Majestic has forbidden is not
permissible, for hospitality in this case is a form of
disobedience to Allah, obedience to them, and placing their
right over the Right of Allah. The Muslim’s obligation is to
adhere to his religion. Doing so in non-Muslim countries will
show a powerful image and he will be calling people to Islam

by his words and deeds. )
The Permanent Committee
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~.

The Ruling on Trading with a Disbeliever

since we are in need of the things which they manufacture?

%Y, There is no objection - if Allah wills - to using what the
&, disbelievers produce in case of need. As is the situation in
these times; we do business with disbelieving nations,
purchasing their manufactured goods and their products, such
as cars, clothes, machines, tools, utensils and other things. This
need forces us to make agreements with them over prices,
methods of usage, essential descriptions, delivery of payment,
receipt, dispatch of merchandise, and so on, as required by the
purchaser. And Allah knows best.

Ibn Jibreen

The Ruling on Praying behind Those
Who appeal for Help from Other than Allah
and making Friends with Them

All praise be to Allah and may peace and blessings of Allah be
upon His Messenger and all his family and Companions. As to
what follows, the Permanent Committee for Scholarly
Research and Legal Rulings read the following question from
an inquirer, the text of which was:

There is a man who lives with a community who seek
2 help from other than Allah. Is it permissible for him to
pray behind them? And should he migrate from them? And
is their Shirk of a major type? And is making friends with
them like making friends with real disbelievers?

;@\\ The Committee replied as follows: If the situation of
&, those among whom one lives is as you say, that they seek
help from other than Allah, such as seeking help from the dead
or the absent living, or from trees, or stars and the like, then
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they are polytheists, guilty of major Shirk, which removes them
from the fold of Islam.

It is not allowed to befriend them, just as it is not allowed to
befriend the disbelievers, nor is prayer behind them valid, nor
is it allowed to marry among them, nor to live among them,
except for such as one who is inviting them to the truth with
evidence, hoping that they will respond to his call and that
their religious beliefs will be corrected at his hand.

Other than this, it is an obligation upon him to migrate from
them to another community where he can cooperate in
establishing the fundamentals of Islam and its jurisprudence
and to revive the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah .

If he cannot do so, then he should keep himself secluded from
all of these (misguided) sects, even if this should cause him
difficulty. This is based upon what has been authentically
reported from Huthaifah, may Allah be pleased with him, that
he said:

“The people used to ask Allah’s Messenger £ about good, but
I asked him about evil, fearful that I might fall into it. I said:
“O Messenger of Allah! We were in a state of ignorance and
evil until Allah-brought us this goodness (i.e. Islam). So (tell
me), will there be any evil after this goodness?”” He answered:
“Yes.” I then asked: “And will there be any good after this
evil?” He said:
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«Yes, and in it there is Dakhan .»
] asked: “And what is its Dakhan?”’ He said:
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(A people who will perform Sunan which are not from my
Sunnah and will guide (people) with other than my guidance -
you will recognize them and reject them .
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I asked: “And will there be any evil after this goodness?” He
said:

o~ /i‘//
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(Yes. Callers on the gates of the Hell-Fire ; whoever responds
to them, will be thrown therein by them.»

I said: “O Messenger of Allah! (Can you) describe them to
us?”” He replied:

UM PACCYRUAIE PR s
«Yes. They are from our race and they speak our language.)

I said: “O Messenger of Allah! What do you order me to do if I
meet them?” He said:

AP M\ e ‘i;b»
(Hold fast to the community of Muslims and their leader .»

I said: “And if they have neither community nor leader?” He
answered:

ds)Juua- 5 Jaa\g;lﬁ > ’ijj;@_éé;gj\éﬁgjﬁ\;”
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«Then avoid all of these groups, even if you have to chew on

the roots of a tree even if death should come to you because of -
that o[

Al-Bukhari and Muslim are agreed upon its authenticity - may
peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad
and upon all his family and Companions.

The Permanent Committee

(1] Al-Bukhari nos. 3606 and 7084.
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How to treat One Who maligns the Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them

)} How should we treat a man who maligns the three
¥ Companions, may Allah be pleased with them?!!!

i

%} The Companions of the Messenger of Allah £ are the
Z&, best of this community and Allah has praised them in
His Book; He says:
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¢And the foremost to embrace Islam of the Muhajirun (those
who migrated from Makkah to Madinah) and the Ansar (the
Muslims of Madinah who helped and gave aid to the
Muhajirun) and also those who followed them exactly (in
faith). Allah is Well pleased with them as they are well
pleased with Him. He has prepared for them Gardens under

which rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein forever. That is
the supreme success.p*!

And He, the Most High says:

e 3 U A G AT G Sl T o TR
¢Indeed, Allah was pleased with the believers when they
gave the Bai'ah (pledge) to you (O Muhammad ), under
the tree. He knew what was in their hearts and He sent

down As-Sakinah (calmness and tmnquilit;/) upon them and
He rewarded them with a near victory .3t

(1 Three Companions: Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman, may Allah be
pleased with them. .

2} At-Tawbah 9:100.
B3] ALFath 48:18.
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There are other such Verses in which Allah praises the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, and promises
them that they will enter Paradise. Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman
and 'Ali are among the foremost of people and among those
who made their pledge of allegiance under the tree. The
Prophet # pledged himself to ‘Uthman, which was a
testimony to him and an expression of his trust in ‘Uthman,
and it was stronger than the pledge of others to the Prophet
€. In many Hadiths, Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman and ‘Ali are
mentioned clearly with great detail as those who were given
the good tidings of Paradise amongst others from the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them.

He #& warned against maligning them, saying:

M
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tDo not defame my Companions, for were any of you to
spend the equivalent of Mount Uhud in gold, he would not
attain even a Mudd!) o of them (i.e. their reward) nor even a
half of it 2]

This was narrated by Muslim in his Sakik on the authority of
Abu Hurairah and Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri, may Allh be pleased
with them. So whoever slanders the Companions of the
Messenger of Allah £ or abuses them, especially these three:
Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman, may Allah be pleased with
them, he has rejected the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His
Messenger #& and contradicted them both by slandering them.
Such person will be forbidden from receiving the forgiveness
which Allah has promised those who follow them, who seek
forgiveness for them, and who ask Alldh that He place not in
their hearts rancor towards the believers.

(11 Mudd : Two handfuls.
(21" Al-Bukhari no. 3673, Muslim nos. 2540 and 2541 .
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With regard to slandering these three and their like, he must
be advised and apprised of their virtue and informed of their
high rank and their truthfulness in Islam. If he repents, then
he is one of our brothers in religion, but if he continues to
slander them, he must be treated with the rejection which the
Islamic law accords, as much as possible. Whoever is unable to
do so by his tongue and his hand, should hate it in his heart
and this is the weakest type of faith, as has been reported in
the authentic Hadith.

The Permahent Committee

The Ruling on Employing a Non-Muslim Servant

Q I have applied for a servant to help my wife at home
2. and they have informed me by mail that there are no
Muslim servants in the country from which I wish to
employ a servant. Therefore, is it permissible for me to
bring a non-Muslim servant?

7Y It is not permissible to employ a non-Muslim servant,
ZE male or female, nor a non-Muslim driver, nor a non-
Muslim laborer in the Arabian Gulf, because the Prophet £
ordered the removal of all Jews and Christians from it, and he
ordered that none should remain in it except Muslims, he did
so at the time of his death, when he ordered that all of the
polytheists be removed from the Arabian Gulf. This is because
bringing male and female disbelievers is a danger to the
Muslims, their beliefs, their morals, and the upbringing of their
children, so it should be forbidden out of obedience to Alldh,
the Most Glorified, Most High and His Messenger £ and to
prevent the spread of Shirk and corruption. And Allah is the
Granter of success.

Ibn Baz
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‘The Ruling on Giving a Disbelieving Neighbor
a Share of One’s Slaughtered Animal

\ Is it permissible for a Muslim to give a portion of his
= slaughtered animal to his disbelieving neighbor or not?

\ It is permissible for a Muslim to give a share of the meat
&, of his slaughtered animal to a disbelieving neighbor in
order to soften his heart, to fulfill his obligations to his
neighbor, because of the absence of any evidence to indicate
that it is forbidden, and based upon the generality of Allah’s
Words:
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4Allah does not forbid you to deal justly and kindly with
those who fought not against you on account of religion and
did not drive you out of your homes. Verily, Allah loves
those who deal with equity 3"

A ruling has already been issued on this matter by the
Permanent Committee, the text of which: is:

“Yes, it is permissible for us to feed the disbeliever - both the
one who is under treaty with us and the prisoner of war - from
the meat of the sacrifice; and it is permissible to give it to him
due to his poverty, or because of family ties, or in order to
soften his heart, because the sacrifice is only the slaughter,
which is to bring us closer to Allah and act of worship for Him.
As for the meat, it is preferable for him (the one who
slaughtered it) to eat a third of it, to give a third to his family,
neighbors and friends, and to give a third in charity to the
poor. If he should increase or decrease any of these portions, or
suffice himself with one or two of them, there is no objection
to that, as the order on this is liberal.

) ALMumtahanah 608 -
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But he should not give any meat from the slaughter to one
who is at war with us, since it is an obligation to suppress him
and weaken him, not to support him or strengthen him with
charity. The ruling is the same for voluntary charity, based on
the generality of Allah’s Words:

4Allah does not forbid you to deal justly and kmdly with
those who fought not against you on account of religion and
did not drive you out of your homes. Verily, Allah loves
those who deal with equity. It is only as regards those who
fought against you on account of religion and have driven
you out of your homes and helped to drive you out, that
Allah forbids you to befriend them, then such are the
Zalimun (wrongdoers - those who disobey Allah). pll]

And because the Prophet #% ordered Asma’ bint Abi Bakr, may
Allah be pleased with her, to give her mother some money
while she was a disbeliever.

May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad and upon his family and Companions.

The Permanent Committee

The Ruling on Giving Salutations of Peace
to the Disbeliever

These days, as a result of the contact between West
2 and East, most of the (i.e. those from the West)
disbelievers, from all different religions may be seen

(1] Al—Mumtahanah 60:8-9.
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constantly greeting us with the salutation of peace whenever
and wherever we meet them. What should we do regarding
them? ~

It has been authentically reporfed from Allah’s
Messenger £ that he said:

Gl & REE B a5 s 158
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(And do not initiate the Jews and Christians in giving

greetings of peace, and if you meet them on the road, force
them to the side of it )™

And he said:
I uﬂuml J‘“‘ ‘._i.ip ar 15

«If the People of the Book give salams to you, then say: "“Wa
‘alaikum (And upon you)'' »2

y

-

“The People of the Book™ are the Jews and Christians; and the
ruling for the rest of the disbelievers is the same as that for the
Jews and Christians in this matter, since there is no evidence
that there is any difference as far as we know. Thus, the
disbeliever should never be greeted first with greetings of
peace, and if he greets us first, we should respond by saying:
“Wa'‘alaikum” in obedience to the order of the Messenger iz.
There is no objection to asking him after that: “How are you
and how are your children?", as this has been permitted by a
number of the scholars, including Shaikhul-Islam, Ibn
Taimiyah - may Allah have mercy on him. Especially if some
Islamic benefit necessitates it, such as encouraging him
towards Islam and making him comfortable with it, so that he
may accept and listen to an invitation to it, as Allah, the
Almighty, the Majestic says:

(1] Muslim no. 2167.
(2] Al-Bukhari no. 6258 and Muslim no. 2163.
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¢Invite (mankind, O Muhammad &), to the way of your
Lord (i.e. Islam) with wisdom (i.e. with the Divine
Revelation and the Qut'an) and fair preaching, and argue
with them in a way that is better 3"}

And He, the Most Glorified says:
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¢And arque not with the People of the Book (Jews and
Christians) unless it be (in a way) that is better (with good
words and in a good manner, inviting them to Islamic
monotheism with His Verses), except with such of them as
do wrong 3!}

& S s T

Ibn Baz

The Ruling on Birthdays and blowing out Candles

Y\ What is the ruling on celebrating one- or two-year
, anniversaries, or more or less years of the birth date of
a person, known as a “birthday”, or blowing out candles?
And what is the ruling on attendi